
  

 

Mount Zion 

  Glad Tidings 
September 2020 

Labor Day - Church Office Closed 
Monday, September 7 

Return to 10:15 AM Worship Time 
ELCA “God’s Work Our Hands” Service Day 

Sunday, September 13  

Happy Grandparents Day! 
Sunday, September 13 

Confirmation Class Start-up 
Sunday, September 20 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 
 
 

1343 Long Lane Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday  
9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210 
 
 

Pastoral Care Provider ….……………...Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
Cell phone  972-839-9363 
Email   jtheydt@gmail.com 

 
         Church Secretary…….……………....Suzy Donchez  
         Church Council President …….Karen Wanamaker 
         Church Council Vice President……...Matt Dietrich 
    Church Council Secretary……………..Jenn O’Neil 
         Treasurer……………………………..April Osterstock 
         Financial Secretary………………...Andrew Dietrich 
         Minister of Music……………………….Sylvia Keller 
         Church Sexton………………………....Martin Billger 
         Webpage …………………………….April Osterstock 
         Newsletter Editor……………………..Sharon Billger 

 
 

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com and 
mtzion6210@verizon.net 

Please submit items by the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/  
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From The Vicar:  

:  “Do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 
may discern what is the will of God…..” Romans 12:2 

It’s certainly true, we live in some very challenging times these 
days…a virus ravaging the planet, unemployment through the 
roof, education of our next generation interrupted, potential of 
the world’s economy uncertain….for that matter, everything 
seems to be uncertain….”I just don’t believe that this is the 
way God intends it to be”…..seems to be the cry throughout 
the world. It’s a tragedy when people, including Christians, feel 
miserable and trapped beyond their control.  

Every Sunday we conclude our worship with a short paragraph 
that is paraphrased from Romans 12 reminding us about the 
New Life….in Christ Jesus…not the life of THIS world, “go 
forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good 
courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one 
evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Go in peace! God 
is sending you! Share the good news!”   

Paul urges us to caution us to guard our attitude…..I’m re-
minded also by The Serenity Prayer, which states, “God, 
grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, 
courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to 
know the difference.”   

These all remain compelling words for Christians. If you’re un-
der difficult conditions, miserable, stressed out, or just totally 
unhappy, you must continually guard your attitude! The one 
thing all of us can change is our attitude and our response to 
what we are facing. It should never said of Christians that they 
are half-hearted, careless, irresponsible, whiny, or negligent. 
No matter what your circumstances, behavior like that embar-
rasses God. Christians should epitomize qualities like self-
discipline, perseverance, and initiative, and all the qualities 
mentioned at the beginning of this article. Whatever we do, we 
should be marked by the very highest quality. 

You and I hold within ourselves the key to finding our way 
through the challenges we face today and every day. It doesn’t 
require everyone else’s transformation, nor a complete change 
of the environment around us……but it does require a change 
in us.                       (continued next page) 
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One of the most profound truths in God’s Word is that positive 
changes can be initiated through the difficult experiences in 
life. 

Underlying everything else, Paul says that the fundamental 
principle is: YOU matter more to God than anything else in His 
entire creation! Your value to God…and that of ALL others lies 
ENTIRELY in the fact that YOU ARE….that you exist ….that 
we ALL exist. He has made us all, He has never lost interest in 
us….SO…GO….in peace! God is sending YOU !!! Share the 
GOOD NEWS !!!!!!! AND……… 

A Message From Our Council President 

Hello all! I hope this message finds you all well. Life has certainly 
been throwing us for loops in 2020! Church Council met on Au-
gust 12th. Several important things were discussed: 

- Congregational Meeting: We will hold our annual Congre-
gational Meeting on October 4th after Service has con-
cluded. We will be voting on funding options for the stone-
work project, electing new Council members, voting on 
the new budget and a proposed wording change to the 
Constitution, and receiving updates/reports from various 
committees. Please plan to attend. 

- Council Members: We have three Council positions up for 
election this year. Who among you would like to join us? 
Please submit your names to any member of Council so 
that you can be on the ballot for the Congregational Meet-
ing on October 4th.  

 - Flooding: Due to the heavy rains we experienced with Hur-
ricane Isaias plus the rains from before that, Martin dis-
covered about an inch of water all over the basement on 
August 4th. Thank goodness he discovered it when he did 
and a huge thank you to all who answered our emergen-
cy call for action. However, there is damage. Martin was 
at the Council meeting to discuss solutions with Council. 
We are working with the necessary people to investigate 
how to deal with the damage and how to move forward 
with repairs. It is a changing situation, so I will avoid list-
ing what will surely be outdated details here. If you have 
any questions, please ask.  

- Giving: Thank you all for your continued support. We are 
staying in the black so far thanks to your generosity. We 
received a $10,000 donation towards the stonework 

(continued next page) 
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      project. The donors wish to remain anonymous for now, 
but we have thanked them. Anyone else wishing to con-
tribute dollars towards the project should contact April.  

- Stonework: The stonework above the steps on the front of 
the church is scheduled to be repaired in September 2020. 
We have the funds to do this. The remainder of the stone-
work repairs will be completed next spring/summer. We do 
NOT have adequate funds for this yet. We will be discuss-
ing and voting on our options at the Oct. 4th Congregation-
al Meeting.  

- Christian Education:  
- HELP: How many of you feel that Christian Education 

is of fundamental importance in our church? I 
would guess that most of you do. However, we are 
struggling to find the teachers we need to continue 
this. For all the things we come together for, I am 
really hoping that some of you will consider step-
ping up to be on the teacher rotation. There is a 
curriculum to follow, so you do not have to create 
everything. We will even help you get your clear-
ances. PLEASE pray about how you can help 
Christian Education at Mt. Zion. WE NEED YOU! 

- 2020-2021 Christian Education:  
       - Michelle Batz came to our meeting as a guest. 

We are planning to resume Confirmation Class in-
person, and if need be, we will include a hybrid option.  

       - We have not set a start date or a date for Rally 
Day due to COVID and the basement flooding. We will 
send announcements as soon as we have things set.  

- Time and Talent: We plan to try the Time and Talent Survey 
again this fall. We did one earlier this year, but many of 
them were not returned and many people already serving 
on committees did not put their names down. WE are the 
church. What talents did God give you to use for the good 
of others and to help spread His love? We may be a small 
church, but we are mighty together with God’s help! 

As you can see, we are a busy, living church! We are blessed in 
so many ways, but we need YOU the members to be involved. 
We may have some serious obstacles like a pandemic, stonework 
repairs, and flooding, but we can overcome these and be stronger 
for it. There are still so many good things going on at Mt. Zion.  

Keep praying. Keep participating. And please stay healthy!  

       Karen Wanamaker  
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 Local Shared Outreach Update 

Our July focus collection items were Paper Products: 

Toilet Paper - 8      Paper Napkins - 4      Paper Plates - 3 

Tissues – 2  Kitchen Trash Bags - 1     Paper Towels—6  

Total - 24 

In addition we received: 

Canned Veggies - 17     Beef Broth - 3     Lasagna Noodles—1 

Total - 21 

For a monthly total of 45  items. 

 

For the month of September our Focus Collection Items are: 

Snacks:  

Granola Bars, Fruit Snacks,  

Jello/Pudding/Fruit Cups,  

Cracker Packs, etc.   

 

We decided on these items due to the kids going back to school, 
hopefully, but maybe in a different way!  Even if they school at 
home, parents need to feed them! 

 

              Jingle Project: 

We continue with Yolanda and Jeff Fegley as our 
recipients for the July/August/September quarter. 

We received a thank you card from Sharon Miller, 
last quarter’s recipient.  See page 11. 

THANK YOU for your ongoing support of these          
important ministries to those in our local communities.  

Our next meeting will be held on September 3, 7 PM,   
in the upstairs Conference Room. 
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Confirmation Class News! 

The Mt Zion Confirmation Class will resume classes on Sunday, 
September 20th, 2020 from 9:00-10:00am.  If there are any up-
coming 7th or 8th grade students that are not already receiving 
emails regarding class, please let me know (Michelle Batz) at 
mirebatz@gmail.com or 484-221-0257.  We will plan to meet in 
person, although if students and parents are more comfortable 
we can provide a virtual option.  Class will be held upstairs in ei-
ther the conference room or the sanctuary, so everyone will be 
appropriately distanced.  If anyone is interested in helping to 
teach or be involved with Youth Group, we would love your help!  

We are so excited to bring everyone back and are looking           
forward to a fantastic year!  

Fundraising Committee News 

Pew Cushion Project Update 

There was some fabric leftover after the pew cushions were com-
pleted and Lisa Dixon was able to use it to recover the choir pew 
cushions.  We had to pay only labor for them to be done, and this 
expense was covered by the sponsorship funds we had previ-
ously raised and our other fund-raising efforts.  

Thank you for your support! 
 

 

Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends 
October 14 & 15 

We will again be participating in this 
fundraising program.  Watch for details! 

 

Christmas Bazaar 

Due to Covid-19 conditions we have decided to not hold a bazaar 
this year. 

Redner’s Save a Tape Program 
Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.  
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the 
receipt to qualify.  We will receive a 1% cash back for the total 
of your receipt.  Put your receipts in the container on the table 
below the bulletin board. 
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From the Worship & Music Committee 

Sunday, September  13 

  This is the start of Mt. Zion’s                                         

               fall schedule of 

Worship at 10:15 AM. 

 

Social Ministry Committee 

God’s Work - Our Hands! 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve   
others, as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms. 

                        - 1 Peter 4:10 

 Please join us on Sunday, September 13,                                     
for this ELCA Service Day. 

The event will be held upstairs                                                     
immediately after the worship service. 

We will have two activities available for your participation: 

  
 - Knotting fleece mission blankets 
 

         
   
  - Collecting trash to clean the                
                  roadsides near the church.     

        

All needed supplies will be provided by the committee.  

Social Distancing Will Be Practiced! 

We invite you to come out to church,           

and then spend some time in service with your fellow                      

Mt. Zion members before leaving for home. 

 
 

mailto:mirebatz@gmail.com
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Property Committee Thank You! 

On the evening of Tuesday, August 4, after the Isaias storm had 
passed, Martin took a drive to check on our church building.  What 
he found surprised and dismayed him, about an inch of water cov-
ered the entire church basement floor.  

He called our webmaster, April Osterstock, and asked her to send 
out an E-blast message requesting help.  Within 10 minutes peo-
ple started arriving with shop vacs in tow.  It was a long night and 
lots of hard work but they were able to remove the water.   

We thank the following individuals who came out to help: 

Vicar Heydt   April Osterstock Duane Wanamaker 

Greg Schappell Bryan & Melissa Keller 

Chris Wartzenluft The Ashman Family (Boy Scouts) 

 

As Karen noted 
in her President’s 
message, there 
is damage that 
needs to be ad-
dressed.   We 

found more dam-
age as time went 

on. The entire 
downstairs area 
is off limits until 
the situation is 

remedied.  

 

In addition, items were lost 
due to being stored in card-
board boxes on the floor.   

We ask that when items are 
being put away in storage 

they be in plastic tubs, not 
cardboard boxes.   

Thank you! 

Property Committee 

Martin L. Billger, Chair 
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Tony Quarles has been on our Mt. Zion prayer list for 
some time. He lives in Virginia and is a friend of           

Sharon & Martin Billger and Linda & Richard Grim,         
we met him on a Caribbean cruise.   

He has repeatedly thanked us for Mt. Zion’s prayers. 
 

           June 23, 2020 
Dear Mt. Zion Congregation, 

My name is, Tony R. Quarles.  I am 61 years of age and a resi-
dent of Louisa County.  Some of you may know that I have kidney 
disease. Over time, my kidney disease has gotten worse causing 
my kidneys not to work well enough to keep me alive. This is what 
I am facing now, and my treatment options are limited to dialysis 
treatments or a kidney transplant. 

Getting regular dialysis treatments, usually three times a week for 
four hours at a time, will help my kidneys do their job and keep me 
alive, but a transplant would offer me more freedom and the ability 
to live a longer, healthier, more normal life. A transplant would al-
so give me more time to do the fun things I enjoy most, like riding 
motorcycles, having an annual cookout and cruising the Caribbe-
an. 

However, finding a kidney for a transplant is not easy. Just ask the 
100,000+ people on the waiting list for a deceased donor kidney 
like me. Time is not on our side. Some wait for years; many die 
while waiting. The average wait time is five years or more for a 
kidney from a deceased donor.  However, there is another option: 
receiving a kidney from a living donor. 

Asking a family member or a friend to consider donating a kidney 
to me is difficult, but it greatly improves my chances of getting a 
transplant. A living kidney donation typically lasts longer and has 
better function. 

You might not know a lot about living donation - I know I didn’t be-
fore kidney disease affected my life. Understandably, some peo-
ple are afraid about the surgery and what living with one kidney 
will mean for them. Here’s some basic information about kidney 
donation: 

• You only need one kidney to live a healthy, long life. 

• Most donor surgery is done laparoscopically, meaning through 
tiny incisions. 

(continued next page) 
R
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• The recuperation period is usually fairly quick, generally two 
weeks. 

• The cost of your evaluation and surgery will be covered by my 
insurance. The hospital can give you extensive information on 
this. 
You will have a separate team of healthcare professionals to eval-
uate you as a living donor. Their job is to help you understand the 
risks and benefits and look out for YOUR best interests. 
You can also learn more about living donation on the National 
Kidney Foundation (NKF) website: www.kidney.org/
livingdonation or by contacting me at (434) 989-4043  

Thank you for taking the time to read my story. If donating a kid-
ney to me is something you would like to consider, I would be 
happy to tell you more about my story and explore the process of 
determining if you are a match for me. You can also contact my 
transplant center directly at (434) 243-5610. 

However, I know living donation may not be right for everyone — 
but you can still help! Conside                                           r being 
an organ donor after death and also, help me by sharing my story 
with everyone you know.  At the very least I want to bring aware-
ness to kidney disease and living donation. I am hopeful my ef-
forts will help me receive a kidney sooner and encourage others 
to consider helping the many people on the wait list. 

     Thank you, 
     Tony R. Quarles 
 
 

Thank You Received! 
I received the following thank you card from our April/May/June 
Jingle Project recipient: 
 
Dear Sharon, 

 Please relay to everyone my thank you for the money I 
received.  The driving lessons alone were over $3000.00. 

 I am glad to share that I passed my driving test in June.  I 
am taking it slow.  I am driving to my therapies in Kutztown and to 
Weis and Weaver’s.  That’s about all I need. 

 With sincere gratitude and appreciation. 

     Thank you again, 
     Sharon Miller 
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September 2020 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. 
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated. 

Michael Berg, Kenny Billger, Loretta Brown, Allen Button,             
Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper, Amber Degler, Joyce Dietrich,               

Kenny Dietrich, Raymond Flyte, Judy Freeby, Barbara Geisler,         
Jacob Heiter, Wayne Iman, Tami Iman, Sylvia Keller, David Lewis, 

JoAnn Lewis, Elsie Majka, Kim Merkel, Dennis Miller, Sharon Miller, 
Taylor Moyer, Della Noll, Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith 

Rohrbach, Nancy Sanner, Dolly Selleck, Lena Snyder, Henry Strunk, 
Rosa Theres, Steven Wasser, Myrtle Weisner, Jessica Wessner 

Please remember our homebound members with                                
 a card to let them know you are thinking of them.  

  

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS 

      Myrtle Weisner   Pauline Berlin 
     Berks Heim B2-232-2  55 W. Daniel Road 
     1011 Berks Road   Kutztown, PA  19530 
     Leesport, PA  19533 
 

Biblical Watchword 

Carry each other’s burdens and in this way         

you will fulfil the law of Christ.  

   - Galatians 6:2 

Pastor Hans U. Dietze, Saxony, Germany, 

included this Bible verse watchword               

in a recent letter. 

http://www.kidney.org/livingdonation
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Recipe of the Month  

This month’s featured recipe was submitted by Janice Clemmer to 
use up all those Zucchini in your garden.  Enjoy!!! 

ZUCCHINI PIZZA CASSEROLE  

(it's that time of year) 

INGREDIENTS: 

  4 cups shredded unpeeled zucchini 

  1/2 teaspoon salt 

  2 large eggs 

  1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese 

  2 cups shredded part-skim mozzarella cheese, divided 

  1 cup shredded cheddar cheese, divided 

  1 pound ground beef 

  1/2 cup chopped onion 

  1 can (15 ounces) Italian tomato sauce 

  1 medium green or sweet red pepper, chopped 

 
DIRECTIONS: 

Preheat oven to 400°. Place zucchini in colander; sprinkle with 
salt. Let stand 10 minutes, then squeeze out moisture.  

Combine zucchini with eggs, Parmesan and half of mozzarella 
and cheddar cheeses. Press into a greased 13x9-in. or 3-qt.   
baking dish. Bake 20 minutes. 

Meanwhile, in a large saucepan, cook beef and onion over medi-
um heat, crumbling beef, until meat is no longer pink; drain. Add 
tomato sauce; spoon over zucchini mixture. Sprinkle with remain-
ing cheeses; add red pepper. Bake until heated through, about 20 
minutes longer. 

Freeze option: Cool baked casserole; cover and freeze. To use, 
partially thaw in refrigerator overnight. Remove from refrigerator 
30 minutes before baking. Preheat oven to 350°. Unwrap casse-
role; reheat on a lower oven rack until heated through and a ther-
mometer inserted in center reads 165°. Yield: 8 servings. 

I will need a recipe for next month’s newsletter.  Please submit 
your favorite to me at nighthawk2@dejazzd.com.       - Editor 
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September Service Calendar 

2019 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER OF 
WORSHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 
AS-

SIST    

HOLY 
COM-
MUNI
ON 

COMMENTS 

6-
Sept 

9:15 am 
14 

Pentecost 
ELW Linda Yes Malotte’s Lord’s Prayer 

13-
Sept 

10:15 am 
15 

Pentecost 
ELW Greg Yes 

Return to 10:15 AM   
Worship Service 

20-
Sept 

10:015 am 
16 

Pentecost 
ELW Sue Yes 

Confirmation Class     
Start-up 

27-
Sept 

10:15 am 
17 

Pentecost 
ELW 

Mar-
cia 

Yes  

Church Fellowship Hour Suspended! 

Due to the ongoing coronavirus issue, for the safety of 

our members, the Worship & Music Committee has 

made the decision to suspend Fellowship through the 

end of this year. 

We will reassess for 2021. 

Thank you for your understanding! 

American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life Update 

Drive Through Luminaria/Survivor Ceremony 

Kutztown Park - September 19 - 7 PM-8:30 PM 

Mt. Zion’s Relay Walkers on the Angels of Hope Team 

Sharon & Martin Billger, Diane German, and Helen Wessner 



17 

Upcoming September Events!  

 
 
 
 
 

Labor Day 

Church Office Closed 
Monday, September 7 

 
 
 

Return to regular worship time 

Sunday, September 13 
Worship with Holy Communion at 10:15 AM   

 
 
 

ELCA God’s Work - Our Hands Service Day  
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 13, 

 Upstairs following morning worship. 

See page 8 for details. 

 
 
 

Happy Grandparents Day! 

Sunday, September 13 
 
 

 
 

Sunday, September 20 
See page 7 for details 

 

Class Start-up! 
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Jingle Project Check Presentation 

On Friday, July 31, our LSO group was finally able to present our 
$793.69 check to Jon Escueta for his Books By Kids program at 
his City Cuts shop, Main Street, Kutztown.  Jon and his staff were 

very happy to receive the donation and ex-
plained that some of the funds will be used 
as seed money to expand the program to 
other shops in town. 

  

 

 

 
 
 

This is the Books By Kids program       Sharon Billger, LSO Chair, 
         display in the shop.         presenting the check. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L to R: Martin Billger, Sandy Horvath of New Jerusalem Zion 
UCC, Sharon Billger, Jon Escueta and staff, kneeling in front        

is Kenneth Clemmer.   Photos by Janice Clemmer. 
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Happy   
Birthday ! 

1-Sept    Vasilia Hinkle 

1-Sept  Kenneth Sanner 

2-Sept Tammy Miller 

3-Sept Ian Reinhard 

4-Sept Bryan Keller 

5-Sept Elaine Zeigler 

6-Sept Mackenzy Trievel 

8-Sept Andrew Frederick 

9-Sept Melissa Keller 

9-Sept Katelyn O’Neill 

13-Sept Maria Meigio 

15-Sept Susan Stemko 

15-Sept Nichole Miller 

15-Sept Daniel Snyder 

16-Sept Stacey Russo 

16-Sept Jayda Rutherford 

17-Sept Sarah O’Neill 

17-Sept Harper Langston 

19-Sept Anna Wanamaker 

19-Sept David Kistler 

19-Sept Zachory Russo 

20-Sept Elsie Majka 

20-Sept Weston Knutsen 

21-Sept Sylas Miller 

Happy    
Anniversary ! 

Note: Individuals celebrating 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
remembered in the intercessory 
prayers of the congregation at 
Sunday Worship prior to the date 
of their birthday or anniversary. 

09/01/2002  Jennifer & Jody Klinger 

09/02/2013  Timi & Keith Bauscher 

09/10/1983  Lorraine & Joey Arndt 

09/12/2009  Kristin & Kyle Kohler 

09/16/2017  Noah & Angelica Grube 

09/18/2004  Tiffany & Shawn Losito 

09/18/2010  Gwen & Ryan Dietrich 

09/20/2003  Denise & Daniel Snyder 

09/22/1973  Debra & Kenny Dietrich 

09/22/2007  Stefanie & Brandon Scholl 

09/23/1995  Melissa & Bryan Keller 

23-Sept Michael Gubich 

23-Sept Steven Rettstadt 

23-Sept Samuel Horwath 

23-Sept Frank Fritzinger 

26-Sept Amanda Gubich 

27-Sept Gregory Schappell 

27-Sept Joshua Weist 

27-Sept Rachel Fegley 

27-Sept Alexis Stemko 

28-Sept William Green 

30-Sept Paul Miller 
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 Sept 6 9:00 AM 

Acolyte Miranda Morstatt, Lilia Pizzelanti 

Greeters None at this time. 

Lector Confirmation Class  

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers Jean Wetzel in Memory of Loved Ones & Earnest Wetzel. 

Bulletins Jean Wetzel in Memory of Loved Ones & Earnest Wetzel. 

Sept 13 10:15AM 

Acolyte Sadie Berger  

Greeters None at this time. 

Lector Marcia Green  

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins April Osterstock in Celebration of her husband Earl’s Birthday. 

Sept 20 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Kayla Schappell  

Greeters None at this time. 

Lector  Sue Stemko  

Ushers  None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers Nancy & Dennis Miller in Celebration of Denise & Dan Snyder’s 
Wedding Anniversary.  

Bulletins  

Sept 27 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Rebecca Batz  

Greeters None at this time. 

Lector Cheryl Frankowiack  

Ushers None at this time. 

September Worship Service Support 
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Sept 27 10:15 AM   

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers In Celebration of Bryan & Melissa Keller’s 25th Wedding Anniversary. 

Bulletins In Celebration of Bryan & Melissa Keller’s 25th Wedding Anniversary. 

September Worship Service Support continued 

We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in September.                

Please consider commemorating a special event  

or memory of a loved one with a donation of  

flowers or bulletins.    Thank you! 

Labor Day Facts 

Labor Day, the first Monday in Septem-
ber, is a creation of the labor movement 
and is dedicated to the social and eco-
nomic achievements of American work-
ers. It constitutes a yearly national tribute 
to the contributions workers have made to 
the strength, prosperity, and well-being of 
our country.  

In the late 1800s, at the height of 
the Industrial Revolution in the United States, the average 
American worked 12-hour days and seven-day weeks in 
order to eke out a basic living. Despite restrictions in some 
states, children as young as 5 or 6 toiled in mills, factories 
and mines across the country, earning a fraction of their 
adult counterparts’ wages. 

People of all ages, particularly the very poor and recent 
immigrants, often faced extremely unsafe working condi-
t ions, with insufficient access to fresh air, sanitary facilit ies 
and breaks. 

As manufacturing increasingly supplanted agriculture as 
the wellspring of American employment, labor unions, 
which had first appeared in the late 18th century, grew 
more prominent and vocal. They began organizing strikes 
and rallies to protest poor conditions and compel employ-
ers to renegotiate hours and pay. 

(continue next page) 
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The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 5, 1882, in New York City, in accordance with the plans of the 
Central Labor Union. 10,000 workers took unpaid time off to 
march from City Hall to Union Square, thus holding the first Labor 
Day parade in U.S. history.  The Central Labor Union held its sec-
ond Labor Day holiday just a year later, on September 5, 1883. 

The first governmental recognition came through municipal ordi-
nances passed in 1885 and 1886. From these, a movement de-
veloped to secure state legislation. The first state bill was intro-
duced into the New York legislature, but the first to become law 
was passed by Oregon on February 21, 1887. During 1887, four 
more states – Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and New 
York – created the Labor Day holiday by legislative enactment.  
By the end of the decade Connecticut, Nebraska, and Pennsylva-
nia had followed suit. By 1894, 23 more states had adopted the 
holiday, and on June 28, 1894, Congress passed an act making 
the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday in the 
District of Columbia and the territories. President Grover Cleve-
land signed it into law.   

More than a century after the first Labor Day observance, there is 
still some doubt as to who first proposed the holiday for workers. 

Some records show that Peter J. McGuire, general secretary of 
the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners and a co-founder of 
the American Federation of Labor, was first in suggesting a day to 
honor those "who from rude nature have delved and carved all the 
grandeur we behold." 

But Peter McGuire's place in Labor Day history has not gone un-
challenged. Many believe that Matthew Maguire, a machinist, not 
Peter McGuire, founded the holiday. Recent research seems to 
support the contention that Matthew Maguire, later the secretary 
of Local 344 of the International Association of Machinists in Pat-
erson, N.J., proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as secre-
tary of the Central Labor Union in New York. What is clear is that 
the Central Labor Union adopted a Labor Day proposal and ap-
pointed a committee to plan a demonstration and picnic. 

          - Taken from History.com and U.S. Dept. Of Labor  

 

 

 

https://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/grover-cleveland
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/grover-cleveland
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 

 

  

 

 

 

2020 FALL SEASON CANCELLED 

In the interest of safety, 

we have cancelled our fall season.  
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