
  

 

Mount Zion 

  Glad Tidings 

October 2020 

Annual Congregational Meeting  
Sunday, October 4,                              

following morning worship 
 

Memorial Bench Dedication 
Sunday, October 11 

Columbus Day - Office Closed 
Monday, October 12 

Sausage Sandwich Sale 
Friday, October 23 

Reformation Sunday 
Sunday, October 28 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 
 
 

1343 Long Lane Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday  
9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210 
 
 

Pastoral Care Provider ….……...Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
Cell phone  972-839-9363 
Email   jtheydt@gmail.com 

 
         Church Secretary……………..…......Suzy Donchez  
         Church Council President …….Karen Wanamaker 
         Church Council Vice President……...Matt Dietrich 
    Church Council Secretary……………..Jenn O’Neil 
         Treasurer……………………………..April Osterstock 
         Financial Secretary………………...Andrew Dietrich 
         Minister of Music……………………….Sylvia Keller 
         Church Sexton………………………....Martin Billger 
         Webpage …………………………….April Osterstock 
         Newsletter Editor……………………..Sharon Billger 

 

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com and 
mtzion6210@verizon.net 

Please submit items by the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/  
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From The Vicar:  

“You will know the truth,  

and the truth will make you free.”                                         
       - John 8:32 

In John's gospel Jesus proclaims, "You will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free" (John 8:32). Much of what is ad-
mired about Martin Luther, among both Lutherans and others, is 
his courage in standing up for what he believed—a truth that was 
uncomfortable and inconvenient, especially to powerful people in 
his own time. We might do well to remember that Luther's argu-
ments against indulgences were not solely theological but had a 
strong component of social justice for the poor who were the fre-
quent victims of such sales. God's truth sets free both souls and 
bodies. In our own time, businesses offering payday loans, re-
verse mortgages, and subprime housing loans often intentionally 
prey on the hopes and fears of those living in poverty and take 
advantage of them for the benefit of the rich. On this Reformation 
Sunday, how might the gospel truth invite us to set people free 
in body as well as spirit? 

Reformation Sunday is a Sunday packed with beautiful images, 
deep-seeded ideas, and a rich history. For life-long Lutherans, 
these things can provoke a sense of pride in our denomination, 
but Reformation Sunday is not “Lutheran Pride Day.” Instead it is 
a day focused on knowing God truthfully and in the process un-
derstanding who we are as people of faith and children of God in 
light of God’s unbelievable grace. 

Luther spent a great deal of time trying to know who God was 
and to find ways of expressing what he came to know and be-
lieve so that others would know God too. He used coarse lan-
guage, drank beer, and wrote hymns using tunes people knew 
and recognized. When he wrote his catechism he used language 
his small son could understand. He even translated the Bible into 
the language people spoke. Truth about God and our faith, as 
complex as it is, should be something we can grasp and wrestle 
with. 

Reformation Sunday is certainly a festival day where we cele-
brate and remember our history, but it should also be a day to 
reexamine our faith. Part of that is recognizing the truth about our 
inadequacies, our failings, and our sinfulness. The law is like a 
mirror in a room with intense fluorescent lights; it shows us who 
we are with every flaw and wrinkle. But God doesn’t look at us in  

(Continued next page) 
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that mirror. The truth about God brings us new knowledge about 
ourselves. God shines a new light on us, where iniquities are for-
given and sins forgotten. 

The message of Reformation Sunday is God’s love for us. It is a 
love that frees us and redefines us as people of God and as 
members of the whole body of Christ. In God’s eyes, we are 
beautiful. 
<—————————————————————————-˃ 
The most enduring symbol of the Lutheran Reformation is the seal 
that Luther himself designed to represent his theology. Here is how 
Luther himself explained its meaning: 

“Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my 
painted seal, which you sent to me, has hit the mark, I shall answer 

most amiably and tell you my original thoughts 
and reason about why my seal is a symbol of my 
theology.  First, there is a black cross in a heart 
that remains its natural color. This is to remind 
me that it is faith in the Crucified One that saves 
us. Anyone who believes from the heart will be 
justified (Romans 10:10). It is a black cross, 
which mortifies and causes pain, but it leaves 
the heart its natural color. It doesn’t destroy na-

ture, that is to say, it does not kill us but keeps us alive, for the just 
shall live by faith in the Crucified One (Romans 1:17). The heart 
should stand in the middle of a white rose. This is to show that faith 
gives joy, comfort, and peace—it puts the believer into a white, joy-
ous rose. Faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives 
(John 14:27). This is why the rose must be white, not red. White is 
the color of the spirits and angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). 
This rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that a joyful 
spirit and faith is a beginning of heavenly, future joy, which begins 
now, but is grasped in hope, not yet fully revealed. Around the field 
of blue is a golden ring to symbolize that blessedness in heaven 
lasts forever and has no end. Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, 
beyond all joy and better than any possessions, just as gold is the 
most valuable and precious metal. This is my compendium theoligae 
[summary of theology]. I have wanted to show it to you in good 
friendship, hoping for your appreciation. May Christ, our beloved 
Lord, be with your spirit until the life hereafter. Amen."  

(Letter from Martin Luther to Lazarus Spengler, July 8, 1530.  
Spengler designed the crest and sent it to Luther.                                      

It was John Frederick, Elector of Saxony, who requested it.) 

There are various versions of the seal that have appeared over time 
since the Reformation. 
               - Content taken from lutheranreformation.org 
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A Message From Our Council President 

Happy Fall Everyone! Life at Mt. Zion continues to be quite event-

ful and interesting, but I keep reminding myself that we are so 

blessed to have our beautiful church and our wonderful congrega-

tion. As I have been saying for months, WE are Mt. Zion, and so 
many good things are happening. Therefore, even some flooding 

and crumbling stones cannot keep us down. We will find God’s 

rainbows instead.  

Speaking of the building, progress is being made. The contractor 

has the scaffolding up for the repairs over the front doorway. The 

tower work will happen next year. All the mold that we are aware 
of in the basement has been sprayed. We are working with some 

flooring stores to get quotes for new tile for the offices and critical 

areas. Other tiles will be purchased later. And plans continue to 

be discussed for how we will make the best of these issues in fix-

ing the stonework and making a wonderful new church basement. 

If anyone wants to make donations to the stonework cost or the 
basement renovations, please let April know. You can make do-

nations physically or through e-giving and note the designated 

project. 

PLEASE mark your calendars for the October 4th congregational 

meeting. A letter is coming to you in the mail about some of the 

votes that will take place. We need to elect FOUR people for 
Council this year. We have three people running right now. Who 

will join us? If you are interested, let us know so that your name 

can be put forth to the congregation.  

ALSO, many of our committees are sparse. If you believe that 

WE are Mt. Zion, please consider joining some of the committees. 

It is a great opportunity to join in fellowship and be an active part 
of the church family. Without people to do the work, our congre-

gation will eventually crumble...and I’m not talking about the 

stonework. I’m asking you all to do your part. Nothing more. 

Please be an active part of this wonderful congregation. And to 

those who already are, I offer a sincere THANK YOU!  

      Karen Wanamaker 
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Local Shared Outreach Update 

Our August focus collection items for Friend, Inc. were                                     
Laundry & Cleaning Products: 

Laundry Soap - 8           Fabric Softener - 2                               
Assorted Cleaners - 16    Dish Soap - 4    Scrubbing Pads – 3 

Total - 33 
In addition we received: 
A large variety of non-perishables and paper products - Total - 31 

For a monthly total of 64  items. 

Additionally, we received 48 non-perishable items and numerous 
produce items for our Worship & Music Committee-sponsored 
Harvest Home on August 30.  See the report on page 21.  Our 
total of non-perishable items for the month was 112!!! 

For the month of October our Focus Collection Items are: 

Canned Meats:  

Canned Ham, Spam, Tuna, Chicken,                                          

Vienna Sausages, Corned Beef,             

Devilled Ham, Salmon, etc. 

 

These items are an important source of protein for pantry clients. 

Jingle Project 

The July/August/September Jingle Project recipients were  
Yolanda and Jeff Fegley.  The total collected will be reported       

in next month's newsletter. 

Our October/November/December quarter Jingle Project    
recipient is the Hope Rescue Mission, Reading   

We know from delivering our garden produce to the mission, that 
the need is great and has increased due to the coronavirus pan-
demic.  Annually they serve over 120,000 meals.  

Shared Abundance Community Meal 
Due to the ongoing virus situation we are unable to hold our     
Fall meal. We now look with hope to holding one in Spring. 

We will meet next in December.  Anyone who is interested in 
helping those in our community is welcome to attend.            

Bring your ideas!!! 
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Local Shared Outreach Continued 

Baby Shower Update 

Our Baby Shower to benefit Mary’s Shelter, Reading, was a wonderful 
success!  We received 123 items at Mt. Zion, including: diapers, wipes, 
baby wash, shampoo, lotion, Similac, receiving blankets, burb clothes, 
changing mats, pacifiers, numerous assorted clothing, baby food and   
diaper bags. We THANK YOU for your generosity.   

Sharon Billger submitted a Thrivent Action Team request for funding for 
the shower.  It was approved and we received a $250 VISA money card 
which we used to purchase three infant car seats with bases.  This was 
the largest and most costly of the items on their needs list, we thought it 
would be perfect to use Thrivent funding to purchase them. 

 Above left, Sharon Billger and Janice Clemmer with Mt. Zion’s 
collection.  Above right, Carol Dietrich and Sandy Horvath of  
New Jerusalem Zion UCC with the 62 items they collected. 
Below, the three car seats we purchased with Thrivent funding. 

A total of 185 baby items plus the three car seats was delivered 
to the shelter.  Martin Billger’s SUV was packed with all the items re-
ceived.  We had to put down the seats to use the entire cargo area to fit it 
all in! 

The staff was excited 
and grateful to receive 
the donations which 
will greatly help the 
young mothers and  
babies in their care. 

Watch for more     
about the delivery    

next month! 
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Fundraising Committee News 

Boscov’s  “Friends Helping Friends”  

Discount Shopping Days - 2 BIG DAYS!   9 AM to 9 PM 

Wednesday, October 14  &  Thursday, October 15 

to avoid crowds and allow social distancing to           

keep you safe and comfortable!  

There are NO passes to buy this year.             

The program works differently from the past.  

When making a purchase you need to tell the 

cashier you want the credit to go to Mt. Zion Lutheran Church,           

Long Lane Road, Kutztown.  Please be sure to give all the   

info, as there are other Mt. Zion churches.                                     

Then Mt. Zion will receive 5% of your total purchase!!! 

A check will be sent to the church when the program concludes. 

You will receive 20% off almost everything.                              

See www.boscovs.com/friendshelpingfriends for a listing                   

of 10% discount and exclusions. 

New this year!!!   You can participate by shopping online,              

just be sure to designate Mt. Zion to get the credit. 

Pass this information on to your co-workers, neighbors, family 

and friends if they shop Boscov’s and would like to support Mt. 

Zion with their purchase.  Or, if they live out of state and would 

like to try Boscov’s online and support Mt. Zion while doing so. 

Sausage Sandwich Sale 

Friday, October 23, from 4 to 7:00 PM 

Cost is $7.00 

Meal includes: Sausage on a roll with peppers, 
onions and sauce, a canned drink,                      

and a bag of chips. 

Pre-orders requested by October 18.                                    
There is a sign-up sheet in the Conference Room, or,                        
call Sue at 610-683-3662 or Janice at 610-683-7901. 

NOTE:  We will be dispensing the sandwiches from the            
upper ramp entrance!!!  Prep will be done offsite. 



9 

Fundraising Committee News Continued 

Redner’s Save a Tape Program 
Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.  You will 
need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the receipt to quali-
fy.  We will receive a 1% cash back for the total of your receipt.  Put 
your receipts in the container on the table below the bulletin board. 

Amazon Smile Program 
As you know there are many ways to financially support Mt. Zion 
Lutheran Church.  As you are aware, we are faced with some 
large projects of repair.   

One program available to us is the Amazon Smile Program.   
AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support your favorite 
charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. 
AmazonSmile is available at smile.amazon.com on your web 
browser and can be activated in the Amazon Shopping app for 
iOS and Android phones. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll 
find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient 
shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added benefit 
that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to 
the charitable organization of your choice. You can choose from 
over one million organizations to support. 

We are listed as Mount Zion Lutheran Church, Kutztown, PA.  
Scroll down the list of churches to find us.  You must spell out the 
word ‘Mount’ as that is how it appears on our official EIN paper-
work.  For more information, go to ‘www.smile.amazon.com’. 

Thank you for your consideration in participating in this program 
for us.        - April Osterstock 

 Annual Congregational Meeting!  

 The Council has set the annual                   

congregational meeting for  

Sunday, October 4,                          

                      following the worship service.  

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this im-
portant meeting.  There are important items requiring your 
vote.  There will be committee reports available and a budg-
etary review for the new fiscal year.   

    Thank you,   
    Mt. Zion Church Council 
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Property Committee Update! 

It’s been a very busy time the past several weeks.  All the wet 
items were removed from the 
basement.  We filled two large 
dumpsters!!!  The kitchen has  
been dismantled.  The raised 
Sunday School room to the    

right rear has been removed.  
The mold has been treated.    

Now we begin planning the re-
build!  We have included some 

photos so you can get an idea of 
all the work that has been done. 
Right: Duane Wanamaker and 

Martin Billger assessing the    
mold situation. 

Below: some of the wet insulation 
found when the drywall was re-
moved. Right, Bryan Keller and  
Martin removing kitchen cabinets.  We may be able to re-use the 
upper cabinets.  The lower cabinets are too damaged to be used. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_saas_lsmi_smi
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Previous page: painting of the “safe” room: Martin, Duane, Greg 
Schappell, Kayla Schappell, Anna Wanamaker, and Jordan Kel-
ler. 

 
Left, Vicar Heydt and Duane removing carpet from the raised 
room as it is being dismantled. Right, Vicar, Greg, and Dale Bond 
working to remove carpet.  We are grateful for all the members 
who came out to help with the packing up, ripping out, and 
providing storage tubs. In addition to those mentioned in the pho-
tos: Joe Arndt, Sharon Billger, Janice & Kenny Clemmer, Matt & 
Andrew Dietrich, Carl Dunn & Scouts, Michelle Fegely, Richard 
Grim, Missy Keller, April & Earl Osterstock, Ken Sanner, Sydney 
Schappell, Sue Stemko, Karen & Laura Wanamaker, Helen 
Wessner, and Jacob Wessner.   

Editor’s Note: I tried to keep a list of everyone who came to help.  
If your name is missing, I apologize, please let me know!  -
Sharon 

________________________________ 

Memorial Bench Dedication 

Now that there is a break in the basement 
work, Martin Billger and Ken Sanner are 
working on a new project, installation of a 
garden bench donated by Emmy Abdill in memory of her beloved 
grandmother, Sandy Newkirk.   
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October 2020 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. 
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated. 

Michael Berg, Kenny Billger, Martin Billger, Loretta Brown, Allen      
Button, Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper, Amber Degler, Joyce Dietrich,    

Kenny Dietrich, Raymond Flyte, Judy Freeby, Barbara Geisler, Jacob 
Heiter, Wayne Iman, Tami Iman, Sylvia Keller, David Lewis, JoAnn 

Lewis, Elsie Majka, Kim Merkel, Dennis Miller, Sharon Miller, Taylor 
Moyer, Della Noll, Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach,      

Nancy Sanner, Dolly Selleck, Lena Snyder, Henry Strunk, Rosa Theres, 
Steven Wasser, Myrtle Weisner, Jessica Wessner 

 
 
 

Please remember our  
homebound members with                          

a card to let them know                                 
you are thinking of them. 

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS 

     Jean & Lloyd Cooper       Lillian Derr 

     335 Dotterer Road  Fellowship Manor -Rm 110 

     Lenhartsville, PA  19534 3000 Fellowship Drive 

     Whitehall, PA  18052 

 

 

 

 

Attention Parents of Babies and Young Children 

The Nursery is available for your use.  The room is located in the 
rear of the sanctuary, the first room on the left side of the hall-
way, and contains a crib and changing table.  Please use it as 
the need arises!  We appreciate your thoughtfulness in returning 
it to neat order. 
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 Recipe of the Month  

This month’s featured recipe was submitted by Martin Billger.  
He has a reputation for this bread.  Before he retired, he made 
this regularly to take to his DEKA Safety Committee meetings.   
It was always looked for and was a hit.  It’s a perfect recipe for 
the Autumn season.  Enjoy!!! 

PUMPKIN BREAD 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 3/4 cups sugar 

4 eggs 

2/3 cup shortening 

2 cups pumpkin 

2/3 cup water 

3 1/2 cups flour 

1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon 

1 teaspoon cloves 

2 teaspoons baking soda 

2/3 cup chopped walnuts 
 

DIRECTIONS: 

Preheat oven to 350°.  Mix sugar, eggs, shortening and pump-
kin.  Blend well. 

Add the flour, baking powder, cinnamon, cloves and backing  
soda alternately with the water.  Add nuts last. 

Pour into 2 large greased and floured loaf pans. 

Bake at 350° for 1 1/4 hours.   

I will need a recipe for next month’s newsletter.   

Surely Mt. Zion’s bakers have a favorite Thanksgiving or    
Christmas recipe to share for November & December.       

Please submit your favorite to me at nighthawk2@dejazzd.com. 

            - Editor 
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October Service Calendar 

2020 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER OF 
WORSHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 
AS-
SIST    

HOLY 
COM-
MUNI
ON 

COMMENTS 

4– 
Oct 

10:15 am 
18 

Pentecost  
ELW Jeff Yes Malotte’s “Lord’s Prayer” 

11– 
Oct 

10:15 am 
19 

Pentecost  

ELW 
 
 

April Yes 

Dedication of              
Sandy Newkirk  

Memorial Bench 

18– 
Oct 

10:15 am 
20 

Pentecost  

Contem-
porary 

Worship 
Sue Yes  

25– 
Oct 

10:15 am 
Reformation 

Sunday 
ELW 

Mar-
cia 

Yes 
Reformation Sunday 

Wear Red today! 

Church Fellowship Hour Suspended! 

Due to the ongoing coronavirus issue, for the safety of 

our members, the Worship & Music 

Committee has made the decision 

to suspend Fellowship through the 

end of this year. 

We will reassess for 2021. 

Thank you for your understanding! 
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Upcoming October Events!  

Annual Congregational Meeting  
Sunday, October 4, following morning worship 

See page 9 for details. 

 
 
 

Memorial Bench Dedication 
Sunday, October 11 

See page 11 for details. 
 
 
 

Columbus Day - Office Closed 
Monday, October 12 

 
 
 

Sausage Sandwich Sale 
Friday, October 23 

See page 8 for details. 
 
 
 

Reformation Sunday 
Sunday, October 25 

Wear Red!!! 
 
 
 

Community Event!!! 

Hawk Mountain Scout Reservation Drive-in Movies 
Saturday nights in October 

See page 18 for details. 
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Hawk Mountain Scout Reservation Drive-in Movies 

Where? Hawk Mountain Scout Reservation 

   402 Blue Mountain Road, Schuylkill Haven, PA 

 

When?  Saturday nights: gates open at 6:30 PM to walk the        

                                reservation, fish, or bring your own picnic  

Movie starts at sundown! 

 

Cost? $15 per car - pay at the gate, or, register at tentaroo: 

hawkmountain.tentaroo.com/admin2/login 

What’s Showing? 

 October 3   - Grease         

 October 10 - Ghostbusters (1984) 

 October 17 - Harry Potter and the      
   Sorcerer’s Stone 
 October 24 - Trunk or Treat and           
                                     Hocus Pocus 
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Happy   
Birthday ! 

3-Oct Colin Kohler 

3-Oct Avery Langston 

4-Oct  Dayne Losito 

7-Oct John Theres 

7-Oct Bonnie Scott 

8-Oct Dawn Gibson 

8-Oct Laura Wanamaker 

9-Oct Kourtney Dietrich 

10-Oct Miranda Morstatt 

11-Oct Michael Dietrich 

12-Oct Jacob Horwath 

12-Oct Rebecca Batz 

14-Oct Brenda Gardner 

14-Oct Herman Danenhower 

14-Oct Scott Zettlemoyer 

14-Oct Jennifer Bruno 

15-Oct Fay Podlesny 

16-Oct Lillian Derr 

17-Oct Brad Bower 

18-Oct Diane Kern 

19-Oct Allison Smolinsky 

21-Oct Denise Snyder 

22-Oct Kaylee Yocum-Miller 

25-Oct Ashley Follweiler 

25-Oct Marnie Derr 

26-Oct Susan Jaynes 

28-Oct Claudine Gamboa 

29-Oct Peyton Snyder 

30-Oct Diane Laub 

30-Oct Jean Cooper 

30-Oct Paula Dietrich 

30-Oct Duane Wanamaker 

   Happy    
Anniversary ! 

Note:   Individuals celebrating 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
remembered in the intercessory 
prayers of the congregation at 
Sunday Worship prior to the date 
of their birthday or anniversary. 

10/03/1998  Stacy & Thomas Russo 
10/09/1999  Karen & Daniel Billger 
10/10/1998  Helen & Dominic Fiorentino 
10/13/1973  Vasilia & LeRoy Hinkle 

10/16/2004 Tonya & Justin Paul Wilkes 
10/22/2005  Allison & Frank Smolinsky 

10/28/1972  Sharon & Martin Billger 
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Oct 4 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Anna Wanamaker, Peyton Snyder 

Greeters None at this time. 

Lector Confirmation Class 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

Oct 11 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Leah Weber 

Greeters None at this time. 

Lector Lorrie Arndt 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers Janice & Kenneth Clemmer in Celebration of their                  
47th Wedding Anniversary. 

Bulletins Michele Morstatt in Celebration of Miranda’s 14th Birthday. 

Oct 18 10:15  AM 

Acolyte Miranda Morstatt 

Greeters None at this time. 

Lector Jeff Wetzel 

Ushers  None at this time. 

Comm. Asst None at this time. 

Flowers Dan, Michelle, & Briahna Batz in Celebration of Rebecca’s    
14th Birthday. 

Bulletins Lillian Moyer in Memory of Loved Ones. 

Oct 25 10:15  AM 

Acolyte Lilia Pizzelanti 

Greeters None at this time. 

Lector Melissa Keller 

October Worship Service Support  
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We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins on October 4th.    

Please consider commemorating a special event                      
or memory of a loved one with a donation                              

of flowers or bulletins.    Thank you! 

October Worship Service Support continued 

Oct 25 10:15  AM continued 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst None at this time. 

Flowers Sharon & Martin Billger in Celebration of their                         
48th Wedding Anniversary. 

Bulletins Paula Dietrich In Celebration of her Birthday. 

Harvest Home Thank You! 

We thank everyone who brought donations for our Harvest 
Home celebration on August 30.  As you can see by this 
photo, we received a nice variety of both produce and non-
perishable items.  We had a total of 48 non perishables plus 
the following produce: tomatoes, potatoes, corn on the cob, 
peppers (red & green), squash, cabbage, cauliflower, and 
eggplant.  All items were taken to Friend, Inc., Kutztown, for 
their food pantry.  
It took three shop-
ping carts to get 
everything into the 
building! The staff 
was very happy to 
receive the deliv-
ery.  Your gener-
osity helped to put 
food on the tables 
of many in our 
community! 

- Worship & Music 
Committee 
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         Some Fall Fun! 

 A scarecrow is a decoy or mannequin, usually in the    
 shape of a human. Scarecrows are used worldwide  

 by farmers and gardeners, and are a notable symbol 
of farms and the countryside in popular culture.  

Now a little history about scarecrows.  Scarecrows 
have been in use for thousands of years, its intent to 

scare off the crows, as they are one of the largest birds and consume 
a great deal of grain from the fields at the time of planting or during 
harvest.   Scarecrows resemble a human with old farmer's clothes 
stuffed with straw, leaves, rags, or newspaper. Some, from back in 
the time of the Egyptians and Greeks, made them out of wood in the 
likeness of a god or goddess. These props would act as a human 
presence and keep the birds from gathering for food. 

During medieval times of Britain, scarecrows originated as actual 
young children who would go through the fields throwing stones when 
birds would land in the fields. They would also bang on items called 
clappers (two pieces of flat wood banged together) to chase them 
away. After the 1348 Great Plague in Britain killed many people, there 
were not enough people to work the fields. Thus, they made scare-
crows out of stuffed sacks of straw and carved faces out of gourds 
and turnips, which stood against a pole. 

During the early settlement of the Americas, scarecrows appeared in 
the fields. In the 1700's, so much grain was eaten by the crows that 
farmers set a bounty out to kill as many of them as possible. Eventual-
ly their populations decreased and soon the crops started to get eaten 
by the corn borers and other worms and insects that the crows used 
to feed upon. 

In today’s modern world they are seen more as an item of decoration 
in the fall season. They are adorned with old clothes, straw hats, 
straw stuffing and bright colors. Usually surrounded by harvested veg-
etables, hay bales, bright leaves, pumpkins and gourds, they seem to 
watch over this bountiful harvest more as a display than for a function-
al objective. 

Some scarecrows are cute, some are large and some are small, while 
others are old and worn and seem to have lost their flair. Whatever 
condition they are in, they still bring back a little bit of the history of 
where the scarecrow originated, if not, a little curiosity.  
               - Information taken from The Jamestown Sun & Wikipedia 

“Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the first fruits of the crops 
you sow in your field. Celebrate the Festival of Ingathering at the 
end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field.” 

            - Exodus 23:16 

We thank our Lord for the blessing of fruitful harvest  
for our farmers and gardeners! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decoy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mannequin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farmer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farms


23 

 

Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 
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