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 Sunday, October 18, 2020 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

    
 
 

Introduction 

In today’s first reading God uses the Gentile ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine purposes. When the Pharisees 

try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To 

gather for worship reminds us that our ultimate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly authority. 

Created in the image of God, we offer our entire selves in the service of God and for the sake of the world.  

 

MT. ZION’S PURPOSE STATEMENT 
God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit ourselves to learn, 

to spread God’s Word and to serve others. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

* -- Please stand 

 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

PRELUDE  
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 Faithful God, 

C  We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace 

and go our own ways. We pass judgement on one another before examining ourselves. We place our 

own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make humble, 

cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 
 

P God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made us 

his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩Jesus Christ. Led by the 

Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C Amen. 

 

*GATHERING SONG “God Is Here”                          ELW #526    (See page 10) 

 
 

*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C And also with you. 
 

 

*KYRIE 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Please pray with me, the prayer of the day.  

C Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for 

you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 45:1-7 

L A reading from Isaiah. 

The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the LORD has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The 

LORD makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this LORD as the only God. Persia had a god of light 

and a god of darkness; the LORD claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 

 1Thus says the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before him 

  and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the gates shall not be closed: 
 2I will go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron, 
3I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the 

LORD, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 
4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. 

 5I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know me, 
6so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one besides me; I am the 
LORD, and there is no other. 7I form light and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the LORD do all these things. 

 L Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13] (Read Responsively)  
 1Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 

 3Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples. 
4For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods.  

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O LORD, have made the heavens. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 
8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD. 

 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the LORD, all the earth.  

 C      AMEN!!!!! 
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SECOND READING:  1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 

L A reading from 1 Thessalonians. 

Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new 

Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model for 

other new Christian communities. 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  

  Grace to you and peace. 

  2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3remembering before 

our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we 

know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you 

not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of 

persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 

persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia 

and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For 

the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God 

from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—

Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 L Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL:  Matthew 22:15-22 

P The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they ask if God’s 

people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 
15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent their disciples to him, along 

with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with 

truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is 

it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to 

the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to 

them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give 

therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they heard 

this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 P Here ends the Reading. Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ 
 

YOUNG PEOPLE’S MESSAGE / JINGLE OFFERING:  The large ‘Jingle Bucket’ is located hanging on the 

hand sanitizer stand at the front of the sanctuary.”.  All interested in giving their loose change donation can do 

so during communion.  
 

SERMON 
 
 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      “Lord Be Glorified”                  ELW #744        (See Page 11) 
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*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit, 

Born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 

He descended to the dead. * On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

He is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the  

        resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen  
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (The petitions will end with "Lord, in your mercy." The response will be          

"Hear our prayer..") 
 
 

*PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord, be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

*OFFERTORY   

465 As The Grains of Wheat 

 
*OFFERING PRAYER  

A Let us pray together. 

C Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good creation. 

Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send us forth to 

set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 
 

 

*DIALOGUE 

P The lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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*PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,  

almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,  

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;   

who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,  

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,  

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY        

 
 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your 

Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, 

opened his arms to all. Amen 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER  

L Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death 

until he comes. These are the gifts of God, for the people of God.  
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION  

To Those At Home:  Share the feast with bread and wine or juice at home after the blessing is completed. 

To Those In Church:  COMMUNION DISBURSEMENT METHOD 

Those seated in pews on the Pulpit side and closest to the center aisle will commune first, beginning with the front 

first. You pick up a disposable cup on the board in the first pew. Vicar will give you the Body of Christ with tongs. 

You then proceed to receive the Blood of Christ (either juice or wine) from the assistants with pouring chalices. 

Dispose of cups at the end of the altar rail. Proceed up the side aisle and around the back to the center aisle. Proceed 

down the center aisle to your seat. Those seated on the Lectern side of the center aisle will commune next using the 

same procedure.  Those along the side aisle will then commune by going to the back of the sanctuary to the center 

aisle. Pulpit side first, lectern side next. Proceed down the center aisle and receive the elements in the same fashion. 

Please try to stay two pews apart unless you are from the same household and stay in the center of the aisle. Anyone 

needing ‘in place’ communion is asked to sit near the front of the church. 
 

*LAMB OF GOD 
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*COMMUNION BLESSING 

P And now, may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you, in his grace now 

and forever. 

C Amen 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A Let us pray. 

C We give you thanks, Gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, the 

body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, into your beloved 

vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of the same Jesus 

Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen 

 

*POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

Thanks Be To You 
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*BLESSING 

P May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. May the Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG            “You Servants Of God”           ELW #825      (See Page 12)   

 

*DISMISSAL 

A Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 

render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; honor all 

people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Go in peace, Remember the poor.  

C Thanks be to God.  And we will!!!!!!! 

 

POSTLUDE    

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Next Week: Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18, Psalm 1; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46 

October 18, 2020 Prayer Requests 
Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. A card would also be greatly appreciated. 

 

Michael Berg, Kenny Billger, Martin Billger, Gary Bond, Loretta Brown, Allen Button, Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper,  

Amber Degler, Joyce Dietrich, Kenny Dietrich, Judy Freeby, Barbara Geisler, Wayne Iman, Tami Iman, 
 Sylvia Keller, David Lewis, JoAnne Lewis, Elsie Majka, Kim Merkel, Dennis Miller, Sharon Miller, Taylor Moyer, 

 Della Noll, Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach, Nancy Sanner, Dolly Selleck, Lena Snyder, Henry Strunk, Rosa 
Theres, Steven Wasser, Myrtle Weisner, Jessica Wessner 

 

 

 

 

 

Today: Flowers are provided by Dan, Michelle, & Briahna Batz in Celebration of 

Rebecca’s 14th Birthday. 

 

Today: Bulletins are provided by Lillian Moyer in Memory of Loved Ones. 

 

You may Worship with us on Sunday’s outside in your vehicle or under the 

trees on 87.7 of your FM radio. Please spread this notice to others but, who 

may be interested in worshiping with us but don’t care to enter the building. 

Congregation Information. 

We recognize that not everyone is comfortable with coming into the church.  Please pass this 

information on to members who may not receive our E-Blasts.  If they have e-mails and are not 

receiving our announcements, encourage them to contact AOster43@verizon.net with the 

information.  We do not share any of our membership information.   Thank you. 

mailto:AOster43@verizon.net


10 

 

Gathering Song:  #ELW 526  
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Hymn of the Day:  #ELW 744 
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Sending Song: ELW #825 
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MT. ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1343 Long Lane Road, Kutztown, PA 19530 

Office Phone (610) 756-6210        

 Office email: mtzion6210@verizon.net 

Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt # 972-839-9363     

 Email: jtheydt@gmail.com 
 

Vicar:  Jeremiah T. Heydt 

Secretary: Suzy Donchez 

Minister of Music: Sylvia Keller 

Assisting:  Sue Stemko 

Communion Assistant:   

Lector:  Jeff Wetzel 

Acolyte: 
 

 Leah Weber 

Altar Guild: Janice Clemmer 
 

THIS WEEK AT MT. ZION 
Monday 10/19 Property Committee Meeting, 6:30 PM 

Monday 10/19 Fundraising Committee Meeting,7PM 

Wednesday 10/20 Cub Scout Den Meeting Outside Picnic Grove, 6:30-7:30 PM 

Wednesday 10/21 Boy Scouts Outside in Picnic Grove, 7 PM 

Friday 10/23 Fundraising Committee Sausage Sandwich Sale, 4-7 PM  

Dispensed from upper ramp entrance 

Sunday 10/25 Sunday School, 9AM 

Sunday 10/25 Worship & Holy Communion, 10:15 AM        (Wear Red for Reformation Sunday) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS / REMINDERS: 
 

Our focus collection items for the month of October are Focus Collection Items are: Canned Meats:  

Canned Ham, Spam, Tuna, Chicken, Vienna Sausages, Corned Beef, Devilled Ham, Salmon, etc. 
 

For the October/November/December quarter Jingle Project recipient is the Hope Rescue Mission, Reading 

  
 

Although some of the fundraising activities have been curtailed, there are still ways to help.  We continue the 

Redner’s receipt program.  There is a jar on the table in the back of the sanctuary specifically designated for the tapes.  
 
 

 

 
 

WELCOME BACK!!  We are happy to see all who are able to return to church to celebrate ‘in person’ 

service with us.  For the time being, we will continue to post a recorded service on YouTube, Facebook, and 

www.mtzionkutztown.org.  You will be minimally recorded today during communion when you walk to the 

altar.  We do not do closeups, and try to avoid facial pictures when possible.  We are hopeful that you will 

allow us to publish this video uncut or modified.  All objections should be made to April Osterstock, video 

publisher/ webmistress.  

 
 
 
 

mailto:mtzion6210@verizon.net
mailto:jtheydt@gmail.com
mailto:jtheydt@gmail.com
http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/
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Our Stewardship – 10/11/20  
Last Week’s Attendance 

Worship Service………………………………………………………………………………………………………….        54 
Tithes and Offerings 
Total Giving this week……….……………………………………………………………………………….………….   $   2,035.05 
Needed Weekly to fulfill the 2020-21 Budget of $ 336,419.00 less money on hand  

($156,912) =  $179,507…………………………………………………………………………..……….    $    3,452.00 
 
Total Year-To-Date Income plus beginning balance ………………………………………………………..  $    23,341.71  
       (Amount includes Thrivent Choice, E-Offerings, other donations)  
 
Total Year-To-Date Expenses…(General Fund & MOG Combined)……………………………………  $   19,632.07 
Current General Fund Checking Account Balance…………………………………………………………….  $     1,729.96 

 
We depend on regular giving.  E-Offering is a great way to guarantee it.  

Join Amazon Smile program and designate Mount Zion Lutheran Church, Kutztown PA. 
We received $10.00 in October from Thrivent.  

Please remember to donate your Thrivent Choice Dollars!!   

 
Amazon Smile Program: 

 Amazon sponsors a program to help non-profits like us raise additional funds by simply shopping on Amazon.  

There is no charge to you or us for this program.  We recently updated the information and within 1 week earned 

almost $25.00.  With the major projects happening at Mt. Zion right now, this is an additional form of income for 

us.  Please consider using this program if you shop on Amazon at all.  Go to. https://smile.amazon.com.  When 

selecting your charity, use Mount Zion Lutheran Church (no abbreviations). You must page down quite a bit to 

locate us in Kutztown, PA.   Each time you shop using Amazon Smile, we receive a donation of one half of one 

percent.  This does not sound like much, but it adds up quickly.  Donations are direct deposited into our account on 

a quarterly basis.  Please consider this program whenever you shop on Amazon.  And, while you’re at it, why not 

spread the word to your family and friends?  Thanks again for your consideration.    April Osterstock, Treasurer 
 

 

Thrivent ‘Choice’ Dollars: 

A reminder to qualifying Thrivent members about considering the designation of the ‘Choice’ dollars to Mt. Zion.  

As a foundation, they cannot take profits and must donate their ‘tax obligations’ to non-profit organizations.  If we 

are not designated by you, Thrivent will decide who will get these donations.  In past years, we received over ten 

thousand dollars from Thrivent programs.  In October, we received $10.00.  We count on these contributions for the 

programs and projects that we sponsor and accomplish.  Please contact your Thrivent representative for assistance, 

if necessary. 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/
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Guidelines for Safe Worship 

 

1. If you or any other household member does not feel well, please do not come to church. 

2. Service books have been removed for sanitary reasons.  Service songs and responses are 

located within this bulletin.   
3. For now, greeters and ushers will not be used in efforts to minimize physical interactions. 

4. The church is cleaned and sanitized on a regular basis. 

5. Wearing a mask will be required for now.  Masks are available for your use if you have 
forgotten yours.  To enable your ability to understand what is being said, 

a. Vicar will not wear a mask during the service except when serving communion. 

b. Worship Assistants will not wear a mask during the service except when serving 

communion.  
c. Both will use hand sanitizer generously throughout the service. 

6. Acolytes should sit in the choir area, appropriately distanced. 

7. Hand sanitizer stands are located throughout the church.  Use them as needed. 
8. Stagger seating – using every other pew.  Fill center aisle pews first, left or right sides. 

9. Families that live together should sit together. For now, please do not sit with anyone that 

you do not reside. 

10. Communion Distribution Method:  Those seated on the Pulpit side of center aisle 
and closest to the center aisle will commune first, beginning with the front first. You 

pick up a disposable cup on the board in the first pew. Vicar will give you the Body 

of Christ with tongs. You then proceed to receive the Blood of Christ. Grape juice 

will be pre-poured in disposable cups. Dispose of cups at the end of the aisle rails. 
Proceed up the side aisle and around the back to the center aisle and back to your 

seats. Members seated on the organ side of the center aisle will proceed in a similar 

fashion as those seated on the pulpit side. Anyone seated along the side aisle will then 
file out and around the back to the center aisle.  Proceed down the center aisle and 

receive the elements in the same fashion.  Please try to stay two pews apart unless you 

are from the same household and stay in the center of the aisle. Anyone needing in 

place communion is asked to sit near the front of the church. 
11.  We will be recording the service for other’s unable to join our service.  Please be 

considerate of the recording practices.  

12.  For those in their vehicles or listening outdoors, an assistant will bring communion 
elements out to you. Please put on your headlights so they can find your location.  

We are hopeful that these measures will be in place for a short time.  Yet, we will continue to keep 

them in place until we are comfortable enough to make adjustments to them in a safe manner.  We 

appreciate your patience, cooperation, and understanding as we move forward and back to our 
normal way of worship. 
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