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Office Closed 

Epiphany 
Wednesday, January 6 

Martin Luther King Jr Day 

Monday, January 18 

2 
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From The Vicar: 

“and you shall call his name Jesus….” 

Every January 1, my prayer book starts the year with a meditation  
on a reading from Matthew 1:18-25 when Joseph was trying to de-
cide what should he do with regard to Mary, his betrothed, found to 
be with child of the Holy Spirit. And as he considered his options, an  
angel of the Lord tells him not to fear, take Mary as your wife, she 
will bear a son of the Holy Spirit and he shall call his name Jesus. 
Now, there’s that word……call.  
 
He shall be called…..specified…in advance. And that’s exactly what 
Joseph did.  He specified, in advance that he would call the boy   
Jesus, for “he will save his people from their sins…...he shall be 
called Emmanuel” which means God with us. 
 
What does the name mean?  It means helper, deliverer, rescuer, 
savior. And given to this Child, the name signifies a special kind of 
helper. It tells us that Jesus came for a very special kind of work….. 
”He will save His people from their sins.”  
 
We have rulers and governments to protect us from the lawless,   
fathers and mothers to nourish and protect little children, doctors to 
advise and help in time of sickness and judges to protect us against 
illegal loss. But none of these can save us from sin.  Not even an 
angel can do that. Only He whose birth we commemorated eight 
days ago and whose name is Jesus can save us from our sins.  
 
The prophet Isaiah called Him other names: “Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Beautiful 
names !!!!!! But they are meaningful only because of this name: 
Jesus. 
 
Of course the power of the name (of Jesus) is not in the mere pro-
nouncing of it or in the five letters of the alphabet that spell Jesus. 
There is no peculiar magic about this name. The power of it lies in 
the Person who bears it, Jesus, the mighty God, Emmanuel, God 
with us.  
 
To those who know this name and believe in Him whose name it is, 
to them, all the rich and salutary implications of it are made available. 
To those who trust in this name the whole grace of God comes to 
give them strength to live for Him. In His name we can live up to Him. 
That is why we are called Christians. That precious name stands as 
a constant reminder that He is the Lord of our lives.  
 
Called: specified in advance……yes, you have been called Chris-
tian. Now, do something with that specification.  
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A Message from the Council President 
Happy New Year! 

We all have our own customs.  Here’s some information on how other  
countries celebrate New Year’s: 

In many countries, New Year’s celebrations begin on the evening of De-
cember 31 - New Year’s Eve - and continue into the early hours of Janu-
ary 1. Revelers often enjoy meals and snacks thought to bestow good 
luck for the coming year. In Spain and several other Spanish-speaking 
countries, people bolt down a dozen grapes-symbolizing their hopes for 
the months ahead-right before midnight. In many parts of the world, tra-
ditional New Year’s dishes feature legumes, which are thought to resem-
ble coins and herald future financial success; examples include lentils in 
Italy and black-eyed peas in the southern United States. Because pigs 
represent progress and prosperity in some cultures, pork appears on the 
New Year’s Eve table in Cuba, Austria, Hungary, Portugal and other 
countries. Ring-shaped cakes and pastries, a sign that the year has 
come full circle, round out the feast in the Netherlands, Mexico, Greece 
and elsewhere. In Sweden and Norway, meanwhile, rice pudding with an 
almond hidden inside is served on New Year’s Eve; it is said that whoev-
er finds the nut can expect 12 months of good fortune. 
         -www.history.com/topics/holidays/new-years 
How will you celebrate New Year’s this year? 

Church Council met on December 9th.  Here are the highlights: 
The property committee continues their work in the basement while con-
tinuing to take care of all of the other property issues as they arise.          
I sure am thankful for this committee and all of their hard work! 
THROUGH GOD, ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE! 

The youth group has completed their Funny Farm Honey Sale.  They 
would like to thank the congregation for all of their support with the sale.  
The youth group earned $227 with this fundraiser.  They are looking for-
ward to participating in the annual Sunday School Christmas program. 
The adult Sunday School class is looking for more adults to join their 
class and for some fresh ideas. 

Sharon and members of our former women’s group got together and 
assembled Christmas Gift bags for our shut-ins.  They included toiletries, 
snacks, activities, and fluffy socks.  Each bag included a message: “This 
gift bag brought to you with items donated by your Mt. Zion church fami-
ly.  Wishes to you for a Merry Christmas and a Happy & Blessed New 
Year!”  Thank you ladies (and Vicar) for your thoughtfulness and holiday 
cheer! 

We also still need your time and talent sheets.  Please share with us 
where you are currently helping out and where you would like to help 
out.  This helps us to have a comprehensive listing of who is able and 
willing to help on our various committees. 
Here’s to a prosperous and better 2021!   WE ARE MT. ZION! 

      Missy Keller 
      Council President 

https://www.history.com/topics/mexico
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  State of the Plate - 2020 Near Year End Report 

As the end of 2020 nears, I wanted to take a few moments to bring you 
up to date with our large project financial status.  By the time you re-
ceive this, year-end will have happened, and the February newsletter 
will bring you updated figures for the end of year close. 

As of December 15, our large project balances are growing.  Designat-
ed amounts for the $100,000 stonework project continue to grow. At 
this writing, we have $55,187.  This amount includes the $4,250 ex-
penses already paid for the first phase of this repair and the amount 
planned for transfer from the Memorial Fund.  This leaves a total need-
ed of $40,563.  This project will begin in the spring.  Every donation to-
wards this project is tax deductible and greatly appreciated. 

The basement repair balance totals about $65,151.  This net amount 
includes the expenses for trash removal after the storm and supplies 
and materials purchased to date for the cleanup and repair.  Progress is 
slow but ongoing. Our Property committee members are taking the time 
to check the existing electric wiring and plumbing.  Once completed, I 
am certain that volunteers will be called upon to help with different pro-
jects to speed the process along. We know the floor replacement will 
cost over $20,000 and will be completed by a contractor as will the ceil-
ing replacement.  As you know, in addition to the offices and Sunday 
School area, two bathrooms and the kitchen had to be gutted.  These 
repairs will not be inexpensive.  If you have specific skills that may be 
helpful to this project, please contact Martin Billger or Duane Wanamak-
er of the Property Committee.  I am certain that they would utilize and 
appreciate offers of help.  

The fundraising efforts continue, and amounts are put aside from dona-
tions to help with the costs.  We have about $20,000 for other projects.  
Some of this amount can be used for the larger two projects if needed.  
However, there are other repair needs. 

Your continued prayerful financial support is greatly appreciated.  We 
can do this together.  Our time, talents, and treasures are blessings that 
each of us can share with others.   

Thank you and God Bless!    

      April Osterstock 
      Treasurer 
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Local Shared Outreach Update   

Our November focus collection items were those needed to pack 
Christmas meal boxes for clients of Friend, Inc., Kutztown.  The 
congregation members of Mt. Zion and New Jerusalem Zion do-
nated enough items for us to fill 15 meal boxes!!!  This is an in-
crease over the 14 of last year.  All extra items were also taken 
to Friend to be used to assemble more meal boxes, with leftover 
items going onto the pantry shelves.  Your generous donations 
made it possible for at minimum 15 families to be able to sit down 
to a traditional Christmas meal. Thank you! 

Our January focus items are:                             

Mac & Cheese  

and  

Dry Pastas 

 

The October/November/December quarter Jingle Project recipi-
ent was the Hope Rescue Mission, Reading. The total collected 
will be included in next month’s newsletter. 

For the January/February/March quarter our Jingle Project 
recipient is the Sixth Street Shelter,  Allentown.  

For almost 4 decades the Sixth Street Shelter has been providing 
temporary housing for Lehigh Valley homeless families with   

children.  They offer these families the privacy and security of     
a furnished apartment with a complete kitchen. 

The philosophy of the shelter encourages those it serves to     
accept responsibility for themselves. 

The shelter’s mission is to provide the opportunity and direction 
for all people to become self-sufficient, productive members        

of the community. 

More information can be found on their website:                   
https://sixthstreetshelter.caclv.org/ 

As one year ends and a new one begins,                                
we take this opportunity to thank you for your                   

support of these outreach projects through the years! 

Through your generosity you have touched the lives of 
many in Berks and Lehigh Counties and beyond. 
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Fundraising Committee 

R & K Sandwich Sale Thank you! 

 

We thank all who supported this sale with your orders!  

In addition, we thank you for your understanding when the      

company changed the delivery date due to the snowstorm! 

A report on the total sandwiches sold and the profit made 

will be published at a later date.  

Redner’s Save a Tape Program 
Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.  
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the 
receipt to qualify.  We will receive a 1% cash back for the total 
of your receipt.  Put your receipts in the container on the table 
below the bulletin board. 

Message From The Stewardship Committee!!! 

 The 2021 offering envelopes are here!  They are on tables in   
  the rear of the Sanctuary.        

  Please remember to pick them up when you                           
  come to worship to save the cost of mailing. 

  If you cannot find your envelopes, please see                         
  Diane Gaumer, Diane German, or Janice                           
  Clemmer for assistance. 

  If you are not currently attending worship, you can contact    
  Vicar Heydt at the church office (610-756-6210) or his cell  
  number (972-839-9363) to schedule pick-up or delivery        
  arrangements.  We would like to avoid the cost of mailing. 
 
  Please fill out and return the Time & Talent sheet if you   
  have not already done so. 

            Thank you! 
             Diane German and Diane Gaumer  

            Co-chairs 

Offering 
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  Greeting from Germany! 

We have received a card from Germany with the following     

message written by Pastor Dietze: 

Heartfelt Christmas and New Year blessings                                

for you Mt. Zion congregation. 

                            Yours, 

Gisela and Hans Ulrich Dietze  

and your friends in Western Saxony 

In the letter that accompanied the card Pastor Dietze wrote: 

We send to Mt. Zion congregation a card with a band of angel 

musicians carved in the southern area of Saxony that is called 

“Erzgebirge” remembering the angel message in Luke 2:14  

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace.” 

The card is posted on the yellow events bulletin board in          

the rear of the sanctuary if you haven’t yet seen it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the children, youth, and teachers of our Sunday 

School for bringing the message through their Sunday School 

Christmas Program on Sunday, December 20.  We appreciate 

their time to plan and practice.  Thank you to the parents who 

faithfully bring the children to Sunday School each week.  

Their program about an Advent Calendar with its daily readings 

helped us to prepare for the coming of the Christ Child! 
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Worship and/or Sunday School  

Cancellation Notification 

The arrival of winter and colder temperatures always 

brings the possibility that on a given Sunday morning we 

might need to cancel Sunday school and/or worship.       

In case of icy or snowy conditions, you should turn to: 

 TV Channels 69’s StormCenter  

Radio station WEEU (830 AM)  

Radio station WFMZ (100.7)  

where the latest changes and or cancellations are listed, 

as well as on our church website.  In addition, we will use 

our email notification system for those who have signed 

on to receive emails from Mt. Zion.  We will do our best    

to make any decision regarding changes to Mt. Zion’s 

Sunday schedule in a timely fashion. 
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Social Ministry Committee Update 

This year we received 20 children's 
names from Friend, Inc.  This was an  

increase over the 15 we have received   
in past years.  The need was great. 

Thank you to the Mt. Zion families who 
took those names and shopped for       

gifts to make it a Merry Christmas for 
these children in our local community.   

You truly were their Christmas angels! 

 

Dates of Note! 

Happy New Year! 
Friday, January 1 

Office Closed 

 
 

Epiphany 
Wednesday, January 6 

 

 

Martin Luther King Jr Day 

Monday, January 18 

Office Closed 

Our prayers and sympathies are with the 
family and friends of Rosa Theres who went 
to be with the Lord on November 23, 2020.  
May the message of the resurrection and 
the promise of Christ be of comfort for them.  
Rosa was the beloved wife of John “Jack” 

Theres, grandmother of Kristina and Amber Theres, and great-
grandmother to Taylor.  Rosa was predeceased by her son, 
John Theres, Jr.  Please keep Rosa’s family in your prayers. 
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Muddled Proverbs 

In each of these puzzles, a proverb is written with exactly         

one letter of each word replaced with a wrong letter.                       

Can you figure out what the original proverb is? 

 
 

1. Wetter mate that fever. 

2. I switch is dime raves mine. 

3. So nets if goof mews. 

4. Loot befort yon heap. 

5. Earls so red, earls no rose. 

6. Beauts in oily shin beep. 

7. I pool ant has honey ale boon panted. 

8. Paste net wart pot. 

9. To onto otters at yon could hale teem no undo yon. 

10. No eath has owe. 

These were submitted by Shirley Burkhart.  We hope you had 
some fun with them!  If you got stumped, see page 17 for the   
answers. 

      - Editor 
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January 2021 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. 
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated. 

Michael Berg, Kenny Billger, Martin Billger, Darlene      
Bogart, Gary Bond, Loretta Brown, Sheldon Brubaker,      
Allen Button, Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper, Lillian Derr, 

Joyce Dietrich, Kenny Dietrich, Barbara Geisler, JoLynn 
Henninger, Wayne Iman, Tami Iman, James Johnson,      

Sylvia Keller, David Lewis, JoAnn Lewis, Elsie Majka,   
Kim Merkel, Sharon Miller, Taylor Moyer, Della Noll,  
Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach, Nancy   
Sanner, Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk, Steven Wasser,   

Myrtle Weisner, Jessica Wessner, Carl Wolfinger. 

 

Please remember our              

homebound members with                                

 a card to let them know you         

are thinking of them.  

  

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS 

  Pauline Berlin          Jean & Lloyd Cooper    

  55 W. Daniel Road         335 Dotterer Road 

  Kutztown, PA  19530         Lenhartsville, PA  19534 
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!!!!!! Important Reminder !!!!!! 

Keep Your Information Current  

As we begin this new year we want to remind you to keep your 
information on Mt. Zion’s records correct: 

- If you move, please give us your new address to save postage 
costs to resend mailings such as your newsletter.   

- If you get a new telephone number, please give it to us so we 
can contact you if need be.  

- If you get a new email address, please give us an update so 
you can receive up-to-date information sent out through E-blast 
mailings.   

You can notify the church office of any updates by phone,               
610-756-6210, or email, mtzion6210@verizon.net.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder Methods of Church Activities 

Mt. Zion is in the 21st Century and uses all forms of electronic 
technology. Not only do we host an up-to-date website 

www.mtzionkutztown.org 

we also send out E-blasts notifications to all members.          

If you aren’t receiving these notifications but would like to, send 
your e-mail information to AOster43@verizon.net.  April keeps the 
list and sends out the notifications.  Your information is confiden-
tial and secure.  It is not sold nor given to any other organization 
for any reason.  

      Thank You! 
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January Service Calendar 

2021 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER 

OF WOR-
SHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 

ASSIST    

HOLY 
COMMUN-

ION 
COMMENTS 

3-
Jan 

10:15 AM        
2            

Christmas 
ELW April Yes Malott’s Lord’s Prayer 

10– 
Jan 

10:15 AM      
Baptism      

of our       
Lord              

ELW Greg Yes Baptism of our Lord 

17-
Jan 

10:15 AM         
2               

Epiphany 
ELW Sue Yes  

24– 
Jan 

10:15 AM        
3            

Epiphany 
ELW Linda Yes  

31– 
Jan 

10:15 AM      
4             

Epiphany 
ELW Marcia Yes  

Spreading Holiday Cheer 

Thank you to the Sleigh-man for greeting our children outside at the 
upper ramp entrance after the worship service on December 20!      

As he greeted the children he checked if they’ve been on their best 
behavior.  They  each received some goodies to take along home. 

The goal of the Sleigh-man this season was to deliver care packages 
of food and gifts to 10 families in need of assis-
tance.  At the time of this writing he was able            

to deliver to 26 families! 

Blessings to the Sleigh-man, putting the        
Spirit of the Christmas Season into action! 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org
mailto:AOster43@verizon.net
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Muddled Proverbs answers: 

1. Better late than never. 

2. A stitch in time saves nine. 

3. No news is good news. 

4. Look before you leap. 

5. Early to bed, early to rise. 

6. Beauty is only skin deep. 

7. A fool and his money are soon parted. 

8. Waste not want not. 

9. Do onto others as you would have them do onto you. 

10. To each his own. 

 

I want to thank the members of our Mt. Zion congregation         
for how generous you have been toward our recent                  

benevolent programs and church needs: 

 Christmas meal basket donations 

 Angel Tree gift donations 

 Sleigh-man monetary donations 

 Christmas Cheer Bag item donations for our shut-in members 

 Stonework monetary donations 

 Basement rebuild donations 

You have shown your care and concern through your generosity. 

     Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
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Recipe of the Month  

This month’s featured recipe is for a soup that our dear departed 
member Jean Dietrich used to bring to our Lenten Soup Suppers, 
and Martin loved it.  She would say to him on Sunday morning, 
“Marty, I’m bring Smokey Corn Chowder on Wednesday!”.  She 
shared the recipe with me so I could make it for him too.  A cou-
ple months ago I happened to mention to some of my friends that 
I would be making this soup for that night’s supper.  They sug-
gested I include it in the newsletter.  I still use the handwritten, 
now yellowed with age paper that Jean wrote it on for me many 
years ago.  The recipe is included in Mt. Zion’s cookbook.  With 
Jean’s son Steve’s approval, here is the recipe: 

SMOKEY CORN CHOWDER 

INGREDIENTS: 

1/2 cup chopped onion 

4 T. butter or margarine 

1/4 cup flour 

1/2 t. salt 

1/8 t. pepper 

4 cup milk 

smoked sausage (sliced), as much as you like  (I use 1/2 lb.) 

1  8 oz. can  corn, drained 

1  8 oz. can lima beans, drained 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

In a 3-4 quart pot, cook onion and sausage in butter.  Do not 
brown onion.  Blend in flour, salt, and pepper. 

Add milk all at once.  Cook and stir till thickened and bubbly. 

Stir in corn and lima beans. 

Simmer about 10 minutes.  Serves 6. 

I will need a recipe for next month’s newsletter! 

To submit your favorite recipe,                                                
email it to me at nighthawk2@dejazzd.com. 

            - Editor 
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Happy   
Birthday ! 

   Happy    
Anniversary ! 

1-Jan      Christina  O’Donnell 

2-Jan Jeffrey Fegley 

3-Jan Andrew Frederick 

4-Jan Sadie Berger 

4-Jan Tammi Rabert 

6-Jan Sara Troutman 

6-Jan Thomas Bond 

8-Jan Andrew Dietrich 

8-Jan Matthew Dietrich 

11-Jan Jean Higgins 

12-Jan Robert Kern 

13-Jan Stephanie Scholl 

15-Jan Dalton Miller 

15-Jan Briahna Batz 

16-Jan Joanne Bailey 

16-Jan Helen Wessner 

16-Jan Natalie Frederick 

16-Jan Taylor Turner 

19-Jan Andrew Weisner 

20-Jan R. Bruce Jones 

20-Jan Helen Fiorentino 

20-Jan Paul Miller 

21-Jan Kerry Berger 

21-Jan Arlene Gubich 

21-Jan Daniel Billger 

22-Jan Linda Grim 

22-Jan Grace Yarnall 

23-Jan Debra Kohler 

25-Jan Mary Derr 

25-Jan Brynne Troutman 

26-Jan Kayde Losito 

27-Jan Weisner Myrtle 

27-Jan Sharon Sewell 

28-Jan Madeline Wilkes 

31-Jan Brandon Scholl 

01/13/2006  Michelle & Ralph Fegely 
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January 3 10:15 AM   

Acolyte Kayla Schappell, Rebecca Batz 

Greeters None at the time. 

Lector Confirmation Class 

Ushers None at the time. 

Comm. Asst. None at the time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

January 10 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Anna Wanamaker 

Greeters None at the time. 

Lector Melissa Keller 

Ushers None at the time. 

Comm. Asst. None at the time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

January 17 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Peyton Snyder 

Greeters None at the time. 

Lector April Osterstock 

Ushers None at the time. 

Comm. Asst.  None at the time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

January 24  10:15 AM   

Acolyte Haven Fegely 

Greeters None at the time. 

Lector Michelle Batz 

Ushers None at the time. 

Comm. Asst. None at the time. 

January Worship Service Support  
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January 24  10:15 AM  continued 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

January 31 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Miranda Morstatt 

Greeters  None at the time. 

Lector Dale Bond 

Ushers None at the time. 

Comm. Asst. None at the time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

January Worship Service Support continued 

We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in January. 

Please consider commemorating a special event          

or memory of a loved one with a donation of         

flowers or bulletins.    Thank you! 

Flower & Bulletin Sponsorships 

The Flower and Bulletin charts for 2021 are posted in the 
upstairs hallway.  If you would like to commemorate a 
special date by sponsoring the flowers or bulletins please 
complete the information on the appropriate chart. 

You can sponsor bulletins by using one of the special giv-
ing envelopes in the front of your envelope pack.  Just 
write Bulletins on the blank line.  The suggested donation 
is $20.  Put the envelope in the offering plate on your 
sponsor date. 

You can sponsor altar flowers by taking a set of empty lin-
ers to the florist (Trexler’s, Topton or Collene’s, Kutztown), 
the week prior, order flowers to your liking and pay them 
directly. They will deliver the flowers to Mt. Zion.                                                                     

                                                              Thank you, 

                                               Worship & Music Committee 
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As 2020 comes to an end and 2021 begins anew,                       
I share this poem with you. - Editor 

 
A New Year’s Meditation 

 
What better time  
     and what better season, 
What greater occasion 
     or more wonderful reason, 
To kneel down in prayer  
     and lift our hands high 
To the God of creation,  
     who made earth and sky, 
Who sent us His son  
     to live here among men, 
And the message He brought  
     is as true now as then. 
So at this glad season,  
      when there’s joy everywhere, 
Let us meet our Redeemer  
     at the altar of prayer, 
Asking Him humbly  
     to bless all of our days 
And grant us forgiveness  
     for our erring ways. 
And though we’re unworthy,  
     dear Father above, 
Accept us today  
     and let us dwell in thy love, 
So we may grow stronger  
     upheld by Thy grace, 
And with Thy assistance  
     be ready to face 
All the temptations  
     that fill every day. 
And hold on to our hands  
     when we stumble and stray. 
And thank You, dear God,  
     for the year that now ends 
And for the great blessing  
     of loved one and friends. 

    - Helen Stein Rice 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 
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