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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church
1343 Long Lane Road
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Cell phone 972-839-9363
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Minister of Music……………………….Sylvia Keller
Church Sexton………………………....Martin Billger
Webpage …………………………….April Osterstock
Newsletter Editor……………………..Sharon Billger

Turn your clocks ahead!!! - Saturday, March 13
Happy St. Patrick’s Day! - Wednesday, March 17
Spring Begins - Saturday, March 20
Palm Sunday - Sunday, March 28
Looking Ahead!
Maundy Thursday - April 1, 7 PM

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com
mtzion6210@verizon.net
Please submit items by the

15th of the month.

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/

Good Friday - April 2, 7 PM
Easter Sunday - April 4
Two worship services - 8 & 10:15 AM
Don’t forget to bring your bells!
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From The Vicar:

“Surely, this man was the Son of God!”
(Mark 15:39)

These are the words of the centurion entrusted to see this Jesus
crucified to the death as he watched Jesus breathe his last. A
Roman. Hated enemy of the Hebrew nation.
To me, this begs the question as to what did he, the centurion,
see that had him make this confession? Maybe, it’s not so much
what he saw, after all, it was his duty to carry out this crucifixion
and witness to the fact that the individual was dead. And this it
does. It confirms that Jesus, this Messiah of the Hebrews, was,
in fact, dead.
But when he spoke those words, it recalls two other instances in
the Gospel of Mark when it was confirmed that Jesus was the
Son of God….Mark 1:10, and Mark 9:7….at Jesus’ baptism, the
heavens were opened and, at the Transfiguration, both Moses
and Elijah were present to show that Jesus will be taken into
heavenly glory and a Divine voice says, “this is my Son!” Now,
in this case, a human being speaks the words of the heavenly
voice.
So, in this whole story, it is not without hints of the presence of
God. Darkness silences those who are looking at the cross and
taunting Jesus by making it impossible to see. Signs in the
heaven herald the approach of God. The centurion represents
the enemy who is forced to acknowledge the superiority of the
oppressed. His confession supplies the real title that should be
written on the cross: “Son of God.”
The fact that this confession by the centurion stands at the end
of Mark suggests that the whole story of Jesus must be
heard….the crucifixion must be seen, before one knows what it
means to confess “This is the Son of God.”
The cross demonstrates divine power identified with the weak.
Those that expect God to come and physically throw out the enemy are mistaken. Suffering, cruelty, wars, and their cost in innocent lives remain realities of human life.
Disciples learn to find God at work in the sufferings of the present. They are not deterred by the mockery of those who think
they have false hopes in God’s saving power.
The centurion’s confession has led many scholars to ask……..
what did he see, that evoked this response?....... “Surely, this
man was the Son of God!”
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A Message from the Council President
We’ve moved from the month of Love to the month of Luck, the Irish,
and most importantly Spring!

Daylight savings starts on Sunday March 14 th. Don’t forget to Spring
your clocks ahead and don’t be late for service!
St Patrick’s Day, or the Feast of St Patrick, is a celebration in honor of
the patron saint of Ireland, St Patrick. The day of celebration, which
marks the day of St Patrick’s death, was originally a religious holiday
meant to celebrate the arrival of Christianity in Ireland, and made official
by the Catholic Church in the early 17th century.
Although St Patrick’s Day has mostly evolved into a cultural celebration
of Irish heritage, certain traditions such as wearing green and shamrocks have prevailed. We wear green to celebrate because green is the
color associated with Catholics in Ireland. However, green wasn’t associated with the holiday until the 19th century. Prior to that, blue was often worn to celebrate. Shamrocks – clover-like plants with three leaves
– were, according to legend, used by St Patrick to explain the Holy Trinity to the pagan Irish.
Church Council met on February 10 th. Here are the highlights:
- The work continues in the basement. Please stay tuned for a call to
help when more general work is ready to be done!
- We now have all of the funds needed to do the stonework. The
Property Committee will be reaching out to our contractor to set up a
time frame and final contract for the work. Praise God for all of your
donations. This seemed an unreachable goal when we first started preparing for this project. You’ve all stepped up to help make it happen!

As we celebrate this season of Lent, please mark your calendars to join
us for our Palm Sunday service on Sunday March 28 th at 10:15 AM.
Yours in faith,
Missy Keller
Council President
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Local Shared Outreach Update
Our January focus collection items were Mac & Cheese
and Dry Pastas:
Mac & Cheese - 37
Assorted Pastas –18
Spaghetti - 19
Total 74
Additionally, 10 various food and 8 toiletry items were received
for a monthly total of 92 items.

Our March focus items are:

Cereals

Worship and/or Sunday School
Cancellation Notification
During Inclement weather if Worship Service is
cancelled please check any of the following:
www.mtzionkutztown.org/events

www.facebook.com/mtzionkutztown
WFMZ TV Channel 69 Storm Center
and an E-blast will be sent.
If you are not currently receiving our E-blasts but
would like to, send your e-mail information
to AOster43@verizon.net.
!!! PLEASE NOTE !!!
We continue with the Sixth Street Shelter,

This is a change from what we have used in the past!

Allentown as our Jingle Project recipient for
the January/February/March quarter.

We again thank you, the members of Mt. Zion, for your ongoing
generosity to these outreach ministries. Your continued support
of these projects is greatly helping your neighbors, those in our
community who are dealing with difficult times. The coronavirus
and the reduced hours and unemployment of many in our local
area has made it necessary for them to seek help from Friend,
Inc. and other agencies and organizations to keep food on their
tables, warm clothing on their bodies, and heat for their homes.
THANK YOU for being willing to share your blessings with others!

- The LSO Group Members
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Reminder - Warm Afghans Available!
Now that winter is here and we are experiencing colder temperatures, we want to remind you there are afghans available in the
wood storage box in the hallway at the top of the stairs. In an
effort to conserve fuel, our thermostats are lowered, so if you find
yourself feeling a chill during Sunday morning worship, go back
and get an afghan and make yourself cozy! Please return it to
the box when you leave so it’s ready for use the next week.
Thank you!
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Fundraising Committee Reminder!
Redner’s Save a Tape Program
Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the
receipt to qualify. We will receive a 1%
cash back for the total of your receipt.
Put your receipts in the container on the
table below the bulletin board.
We ask that you please place
ONLY Redner’s receipts in
the container and that you
do so in a timely manner, or
Redner’s may not accept them.
THANK YOU!!!

On January 31, 2021, we welcomed into
our fellowship by transfer:

Francesca Mae Kaschak, Dylan Thomas Kaschak,
Josephine Anne Kaschak
Congratulations on joining our Mt. Zion church family!
We are happy to have you with us!

Thrivent 2020 Choice Dollars® expire on March 31, 2021!!!

The Thrivent Choice® program provides eligible participants the
opportunity to recommend where to distribute some of Thrivent's
charitable outreach funds. Eligible benefit members directing
their Choice Dollars to Mt. Zion is a great way to make a difference in our church, you can help boost our treasury.
To ensure that your Choice Dollars directions get processed before the deadline, don’t wait. Direct your Choice Dollars now!

Congratulations!
February 14, 2021, we welcomed
into the community of faith
through Baptism

Josephine Anne Kaschak
Daughter of Francesca and Dylan Kaschak

Before your 2020 Choice Dollars expire use one of these two
easy options for directing your Choice Dollars:


Online: www.Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.



Phone: 800-847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice" at the
prompt.

THANK YOU to those members who have already designated
their 2020 Choice Dollars to Mt. Zion. It is greatly appreciated!

Congratulations!
To Julie Thompson and Gregory Schappell
who were “officially” married
February 8, 2021, at the altar at Mt. Zion.
May God bless them with years of happiness.

Sharon C. Billger
Mt. Zion Thrivent Congregational Liaison
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Worship & Music Committee SOUPer Bowl Report

Thank You Letters Received
The Soups donated
on Sunday, February 7
were as follows:

Kansas City Chiefs

-

44 soups

Tampa Bay Buccaneers

-

41 soups

For a total of 85 soups

In addition, we received $11 in cash donations.
The soups and cash were delivered to Friend, Inc. the next day.
Thank you to everyone who supported this annual fun event
that benefits others in our community!

Newsletter Mailing Issue
We are again experiencing delivery problems with our monthly
newsletters. Our February newsletter was taken to the Kutztown
post office for mailing on January 22nd. As of today’s date,
February 20, we have still not received it here at
our home in Mertztown. I have heard from
other members who have not received theirs
either.
I want to remind you that you can access the newsletter on our
website. Go to http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/, then go to the
Features tab, when the menu drops down click on Newsletters.
You will see the monthly newsletters listed. Click on the one
you want and then scroll through the pages. One of the perks of
viewing it online is that you will see it in color!
- Editor
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Dear Congregation at Mt. Zion,
Thank you for collecting 20 Christmas gifts for children of our
pantry clients, and your monthly food drives. Your wonderful donations helped local families have a great year and Holiday season!
The 2020 Christmas Cheer program was certainly one to remember, as so many uncertainties filled the year. But the outpouring
of generosity from donors was extremely heartwarming to all of
us at Friend.

At our snowy December distributions, we served 755 pantry individuals in 254 households. And with your help we were able to
provide Christmas gifts for 228 local children residing in one of
the 3 local school districts of Fleetwood, Brandywine Heights and
Kutztown. Since the onset of COVID-19, we have helped 183
brand new families experiencing difficulties they never expected.
Through donations from churches, businesses, schools, service
organizations and individuals; Friend, Inc. was able to give each
household a turkey and a Holiday Dinner box - for both Thanksgiving and Christmas - in addition to their regular pantry food.
The children received new gifts of both clothing and toys.
We cannot say enough about our dedicated volunteers who literally put their lives at risk to help distribute food, prepare gifts and
work in the pantry over these last 9 months. Without them, we
simply could not have accomplished all that we did.
From the clients, staff and Board of Friend, Inc. Community Services, we sincerely thank you and wish you a successful 2021!
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March 2021
PRAYER REMEMBERANCE
Thank You Letters Continued
Dear members of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church,
Your gracious gift of $577.10 is a blessing to those seeking
refuge and life restoration at Hope. Your support enables
us to provide food, shelter, clothing, and guidance to over
1,200 individuals annually, including homeless veterans
and many who are battling addiction. You are a valued
partner in this ministry, and we could not manage all we do
without your faithful financial and prayer support.
Our Code Blue, Safe Haven, Discipleship, and Transitional
Housing programs provide Mission guests the opportunity
to be restored to productive physical and spiritual lives.
Since the costs needed to minister continue to grow, your
on-going contributions are greatly appreciated to allow this
great work to carry on.

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers.
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated.

Michael Berg, Kenny Billger, Martin Billger, Darlene Bogart,
Gary Bond, Loretta Brown, Sheldon Brubaker, Allen Button,
Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper, Lillian Derr, Joyce Dietrich,
Barbara Geisler, JoLynn Henninger, Wayne Iman, Tami Iman,
James Johnson, David Lewis, JoAnn Lewis, Elsie Majka,
Sharon Miller, Sylas Miller, Taylor Moyer, Della Noll,
Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach, Nancy Sanner,
Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk, Steven Wasser, Myrtle Weisner,
Jessica Wessner, Jeff Wetzel, Carl Wolfinger.

Please remember our

homebound members with
As we celebrate 127 years of service to the homeless of
Berks County we praise the Lord for our faithful partners
who give sacrificially to feed the hungry, provide safe shelter for the homeless, and restore broken lives!
Blessings!
Sincerely,

Robert Turchi
Executive Director
Hope Rescue Mission
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a card to let them know you

are thinking of them.

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS
Elsie Majka
Luther Crest
800 Hausman Road - Apt 277
Allentown, PA 18104
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Myrtle Weisner
Berks Heim B2 –232-2
1011 Berks Road
Leesport, PA 19533-19533

Upcoming Events!

March Service Calendar

Turn your clocks ahead!!!
Saturday, March 13, before going to bed.

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

2021
DATE

SUNDAY

ORDER OF
WORSHIP

WORHOLY
SHIP
COMASSIST MUNION

7– 10:15 am
3
March
Lent

ELW

Marcia

Yes

Saturday, March 20

14- 10:15 am
4
March
Lent

ELW

Linda

Yes

Palm Sunday

21- 10:15 am
5
March
Lent

ELW

April

Yes

Looking Ahead!

28- 10:15 am
Palm
March Sunday

ELW

Greg

Yes

Wednesday, March 17

Spring Begins!

Sunday, March 28

Maundy Thursday - April 1, 7 PM

COMMENTS

Malotte’s Lord’s Prayer

Daylight Savings Begins

Palm Sunday

Good Friday - April 2, 7 PM
Easter Sunday - April 4
Two worship services - 8 & 10:15 AM

Don’t Forget Your Bells on Easter!
Remember to bring your bells, of any kind,
to ring on Easter morning.

Our prayers and sympathies are with the family and
friends of Stanley H. Dengler who went to be with the
Lord on February 5, 2021. May the
message of the resurrection and the
promise of Christ be of comfort for
them. Stanley was the father of our
member Michelle L. Button, and
grandfather of Alyssa M. Button.

Whenever we hear “Alleluia” we will ring our bells!
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Recipe of the Month
This month’s featured recipe was submitted by Janice Clemmer.
She shared that she made this for a family dinner and it was a
hit. You can substitute all-purpose flour in this quick bread recipe by making a few adjustments as noted below. As many are at
home due to the pandemic they are making breads, you might
want to give this simple recipe a try!

Seen On A Roadside Sign

Put your

in

Jesus in your heart!

2-Ingredient Ice Cream Bread
Treasurer News!

INGREDIENTS:
2 cups full-fat ice cream, softened (we used vanilla bean)

1 1/2 cups self-rising flour (if you have no self-rising flour, you
can use 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour, 1 T. baking powder,

and 3/4 t. salt)
Rainbow sprinkles, optional
DIRECTIONS:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Spray a 9x5 loaf pan with a non-stick spray, set aside.
Combine ice cream and flour in a large bowl. Stir until just combined. Don’t overmix it.
Pour the mixture into the prepared pan. Smooth with a spatula
and top with rainbow sprinkles if desired.
Place in the center rack of the oven and bake for 40-45 minutes
or until a toothpick inserted in the center comes out clean.
Place Ice Cream Bread on a cooling rack for 5-10 minutes, then
flip it out of the pan and let the bread cool completely on the
cooling rack.
Slice and serve.

Ice Cream Bread will keep for 3-5 days in an airtight container at
room temperature. You can also keep it in a freezer bag in the
freezer for up to 6 months.
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Stonework Project Donation Progress
We are so very blessed at Mt. Zion. As you well know, we have
two large and financially challenging projects looming on our
doorstep. We have received another $20,000 donation from a
member who wishes to remain anonymous. This donation brings
the total for the stonework project to the top! We now have the
entire amount saved to pay for the completion of the Stonework
project. Any amount remaining after work completion will be
transferred to the basement project. My deepest thanks and
blessings are sent to all who were part of this wonderful accomplishment.
Amazon Smile Program Reminder
Amazon sponsors a program to help non-profits like us raise additional funds by simply shopping on Amazon. There is no charge
to you or us for this program. With the major projects happening
at Mt. Zion right now, this is an additional form of income for us.
Please consider using this program if you shop on Amazon at all.
Go to. https://smile.amazon.com. When selecting your charity,
use Mount Zion Lutheran Church (no abbreviations). You must
page down to locate us in Kutztown, PA. Each time you shop
using Amazon Smile, we receive a donation of one half of one
percent. This does not sound like much, but it adds up quickly.
Donations are direct deposited into our account on a quarterly
basis. Please consider this program whenever you shop on Amazon. Spread the word to your family and friends. Thanks again
for your consideration.
April Osterstock
Treasurer
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1-March

Camden

Follweiler

2-March

John

Knutsen

3-March

Brielle

Brocious

3-March

Shalan

Keller

3-March

Daniel

3-March
5-March

March Worship Service Support
March 7

10:15 AM

Acolyte

TBD

Kurtz

Greeters

None at this time.

Scott

Steltz

Lector

Confirmation Class

Debra

Jones

Ushers

None at this time.

5-March Christopher Gehris

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

5-March

Meaghan

Dietrich

Flowers

NO FLOWERS IN LENT

8-March

Jeffrey

Bruno

Bulletins

Lillian Moyer in Celebration of her Birthday on the 10th.

9-March

Cheryl

Bond

March 14

10:15 AM

9-March

Jayden

Gehris

Acolyte

TBD

10-March

Lillian

Moyer

Greeters

None at this time.

10-March

Jennifer

Klinger

Lector

Michelle Batz

Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

Flowers

NO FLOWERS IN LENT

Bulletins

Bryan & Melissa Keller in Celebration of Jordan’s 15th Birthday.

March 21

10:15 AM

Acolyte

TBD

Greeters

None at this time.

Lector

April Osterstock

Ushers

None at this time.

Keller

Happy Birthday !

Note: Individuals celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries are remembered in
the intercessory prayers of
the congregation at Sunday
Worship prior to the date of
their birthday or anniversary.

11-March

Jordan

15-March

Tina

Mengel

19-March

Halle

Troutman

20-March

Noah

Russo

22-March

Michelle

Fegely

22-March

Ryan

McAteer

25-March

Carl

Bruno

26-March

Jesslyn

27-March

Brett

Arndt

28-March

Kelly

Hertzog

30-March

Sandra

Tamagnone

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

30-March

Hannah

Hertzog

Flowers

NO FLOWERS IN LENT

31-March

Cindy

Meigio

Bulletins

Gehman

Happy
Anniversary

03/14/2015 Nichole & Tony Miller
03/20/1993 Denise & Kenneth Sanner
03/23/1974 Nancy & Dennis Miller
03/24/2018 Shalon & David Kupp
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March 28

10:15 AM

Acolyte

TBD

Greeters

None at this time.

Lector

Joe Arndt

Ushers

None at this time.
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March Worship Support Continued
March 28

10:15 AM Continued

“For, lo, the winter is past,

Comm. Asst. None at this time.
Flowers

Song of Solomon 2:11-12

Palms

the rain is over and gone;

Bulletins

The flowers appear on the earth;
*****************************************
We are in need of Bulletin sponsors in March.
Please consider commemorating a special event
or memory of a loved one with a donation
of bulletins. Thank you!
******************************************

the time of the singing of birds is come,

and the voice of the turtle is
heard in our land;”

Upcoming Time Change!!!
Daylight Saving Time begins at
2:00 AM on Sunday, March 14,
it will be time to spring ahead and
turn the clocks forward 1 hour!
Easter Egg Hunt
At the time of this writing there has not yet

been a decision made about the annual
Easter Egg Hunt.

A meeting for discussion has been planned.
Watch for future announcements and

E-Blasts for further information.
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement
God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit
ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and
to serve others.
Guiding Principles
Jesus is Lord and Savior

Seek to be in relationship with God
Ensure that everyone is welcome

Encourage generosity toward others
Live the faith
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