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Memorial Day OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 31

Observance at the Monument at 7 PM
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From The Vicar:

A Message From Our Council President

We celebrate with our confirmands as they stand as pillars of fire of the
Spirit before us, and to the great cloud of witnesses gone on before us,
sent to witness to all they have seen and heard with respect to the
grace of God shown us through the risen Christ, our Lord.
Amen…….GO…in peace and share the GOOD NEWS

April showers bring May flowers! What do May flowers bring?
Pilgrims!
May is a beautiful time of the year. The flowers are beginning to
emerge from their winter slumber. They bring beautiful colors to
our world and those wonderful smells are indescribable. Flowers
are an important part of our church service, and I know I am always disappointed when we don’t have real flowers gracing our
alter. Since May is a month of flowers, I wanted to share some
symbolism with you.
The white lily, also known as the Easter lily, is considered to be a
representation of Christ's purity and divinity. This flower is displayed in many churches and in homes of Christians during Easter holiday, because it is believed that white lilies appeared where
drops of blood fell from Christ's body after the crucifixion. The
white lily also serves as a symbol of Christ's resurrection, because it rises from a single bulb, which represents Christ rising
from the tomb.
The passion flower is associated with Christ, because several
parts of this flower represent different aspects of the crucifixion.
For example, the spiraled tendrils in the center of the flower symbolize the lash marks Christ received while being whipped prior
to the crucifixion. The central flower column is a symbol of the
whip that was used to lash Christ, and the 72 radial filaments
represent the crown of thorns. Also, the top three stigmas of the
flower symbolize the three nails used during the crucifixion, and
the lower five anthers symbolize the five wounds that resulted
from the nails.
A daffodil flower represents eternal life in Christianity. One reason for this is that daffodils are perennial flowers, so they appear
year after year. In addition, daffodils are one of the first flowers to
appear in spring, which is representative of rebirth, a process
that some Christians believe happens during the afterlife. There
is also a belief that daffodils bloomed once Christ rose from the
tomb, so this flower serves as a reminder of the resurrection.
A rose has symbolic meanings in many religions, including Christianity and Catholicism. For Catholics, the rose serves as a symbol of the rosary, which Catholics use during prayer and also to
commemorate several important events in Christ's life. In Christianity, the five petals of the rose symbolize all five of Christ’s
wounds from the crucifixion. The color of a rose also holds sym(continued next page)
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“I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy”

– Acts 2:17

May 23rd this year is Pentecost Sunday. We denote this Day of Pentecost as the birth day of the Christian Church. It is the day when the
apostles are gathered together and the Holy Spirit comes upon them as
tongues of fire appear over their heads.

The people are awestruck as the apostles begin to speak in their native
tongues and seem to be under the influence of new wine. Peter then
gives his very first sermon assuring the people that these are not drunk,
but are filled with a ‘wind” (in Hebrew, ruah, which is the “wind” or
“Spirit” that God breathed into Adam). The wind fills the space they
occupy. And so it is with us. This “wind” occupies us inwardly. We are
guided by this wind to prophesy, to speak the Word of God to all. It is
what we are called to do. We are sent forth each and every day to be
the very essence of the Word as we go about of daily lives.
Traditionally in our denomination, this “wind” comes upon those to be
confirmed as “apostles” and sent forth into the world to bear witness to
the might acts of God in the death and resurrection of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ.

On the day of Pentecost the apostles—students of an itinerant rabbi
who had taught his followers for only a few years—were filled with the
Holy Spirit, turned upside down and inside out, changed utterly. On this
day, not only the apostles but also three thousand others (Acts 2:41)
were filled with the Spirit that transforms us and enables us to see others as our siblings in Christ. Often, the aftermath of crisis makes
strangers into friends.
Several thousand people who had been turned inward, thinking of
themselves, their needs, and their concerns, were made a community,
turned outward, thinking of their relationships, their neighbors, and the
needs and concerns of others. “When the Spirit of truth comes,” Jesus
had said, “he will guide you into all the truth” (John 16:13). The Holy
Spirit, blowing through a diverse group, signals a formation of community, a binding together to make a new way of living. And this is what God
showed the apostles, the others gathered in that room, and the several
thousand who were baptized: when the Holy Spirit blows into your life,
nothing is ever the same. And that’s a cause for celebration.

bolic meaning. Typically, a white rose represents Christ’s purity
and a red rose represents Christ’s sacrificial blood. When a
white and red rose are placed together, the arrangement represents Christ's crucifixion and resurrection.
https://classroom.synonym.com/the-religious-meaning-ofeaster-flowers-12084984.html

Other notes:
Thank you for your continued support both monetarily and
through helping at our work days. We are truly blessed with
our congregation!
We are hoping to have VBS this summer. We are tentatively
looking at the week of 7/19 or 7/26. We still need someone to
lead VBS this year. If you are interested, please contact
Michelle Fegely.
Yours in faith,
Missy Keller
Council President

Local Shared Outreach Update
Our March focus collection items were Cereals, we collected a
total of 34 boxes.
Additionally the following miscellaneous items were donated:
Soups - 6
Splenda Pkts - 2
Oatmeal Canisters - 2
Pasta Shells - 1
Spam - 1
for a monthly total of 46 items.
For the month of May our focus items are:
Personal Care/Hygiene Products such as:
Shampoo, Conditioner
Toothbrushes, Toothpaste
Body Wash, Bar Soap
Deodorant, etc.

Jingle Project

The total Jingle Project monies collected for the Sixth Street
Shelter during the January/February/March quarter is $297.50.
We continue with The Sanctuary at Haafsville and Forgotton
Felines and Fidos as our April/May/June Jingle Project recipients.
The Sanctuary at Haafsville is a safe haven for homeless cats
and dogs. In our first 11 years, we've saved over 10,000 animals and placed them in loving "furever" homes! In 2020, we
placed almost 1,300 animals. We adhere to a No-Kill animal
welfare philosophy which means we do not euthanize animals
to create space. We partner with shelters that are overcrowded, we work with 14 Lehigh County and 1 Berks County municipalities to take in stray dogs and cats, rescue dogs and cats
from natural disasters, accept dogs and cats from owners who
need to relinquish them, and work to place animals into loving
homes.
- https://www.thesanctuarypa.org/

Sunday, May 23

Next month will feature Forgotten Felines and Fidos.
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, May 6, 7 PM.
Everyone is welcome to bring your ideas to reach
out to help God’s people in our community!
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Fundraising Committee Reminder!
Redner’s Save a Tape Program
Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the
receipt to qualify. We will receive a 1%
cash back for the total of your receipt.
Put your receipts in the container on the
table below the bulletin board.
We ask that you please place
ONLY Redner’s receipts in
the container and that you
do so in a timely manner, or
Redner’s may not accept them.
THANK YOU!!!

Our prayers and sympathies are with the family and
friends of Lillian M. L. Derr who went to be
with the Lord on March 26, 2021. May the
message of the resurrection and the promise of Christ be of comfort for them.
Lillian M.L. Derr, 99, formerly of New Tripoli, passed away at Fellowship Manor on Friday, March 26, 2021. She was the widow of
Cleon C. Derr. Born in Weisenberg Township, she was a daughter of the late William and Minnie (Fries) Henninger. Lillian was a
member of Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Kutztown. She was a domestic worker in the Lehigh Valley for many years.
Survivors: daughters: Elaine Henry and Diane, wife of Douglas
Gaumer, all of New Tripoli; five grandchildren; nine greatgrandchildren and sister, Madeline Schuler of Allentown. She
was preceded in death by a sister, Arlene Saylor.
Services: Private at the convenience of the family. Interment in
New Bethel Zion Cemetery, Kutztown. Online condolences may
be offered to the family at www.KellerFuneralHomes.com.
In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the church.

Congratulations to the following young people who received
their First Communion on Easter Sunday:

Aubrey Sierra Grym
Konnor Buddy Weisner

Congratulations!
To Deborah Costigan and William Frear Jr.
whose wedding was held on Sunday,
March 28, 2021, here at Mt. Zion Lutheran Church.
May God bless them with many happy years together.
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- To Bonnie Kistler for again heading up Mt. Zion’s Easter Egg
Hunt. To the Confirmation Class for painting the hard cooked
eggs. To Melissa Langston, Michelle Fegley, Michelle Batz,
Melissa Keller, and the other volunteers for helping to make the
hunt another successful event enjoyed by all in attendance!
Christian Ed Committee
- To all our members who purchased flowers to decorate our
church on Easter Sunday morning. The sanctuary looked beautiful and smelled like a spring garden!
Worship & Music Committee
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Altar Guild Help Needed!
We are looking for volunteers to

help with this important task of preparing the chancel area for worship

services. This includes setting up
for Holy Communion. If interested,

or for more information, please see Helen Wessner.

Graduating?

Let Us Know!

If you or someone that you know is graduating from a
college/university, trade school, or high school this year,
share the news with us by contacting the church office (610-756
-6210 or mtzion6210@verizon.net). Please tell us who, from
where, when, and what degree/certificate if applicable.

Please provide this information by the 15th of May
to be included in next month’s newsletter.
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Easter Greeting From Germany
We received an Easter card from our friends at our sister church
in Saxony, Germany. Pastor Dietze wrote:
Dear Mt. Zion Congregation. We wish you a blessed Holy Time
with a picture of the Isenheimer Altar in Colmar/Higher Rhineland
(now Alsace, France). You see Christ’s crucifixion, deploring and
his resurrection. Gisela and I contemplated it for a long time.
Connected in Christ, Yours, friends in western Saxony
Inside the card are listed Bible verses. First is John 11:25 Jesus
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die. The second is Matthew 28:16-20, we know it as The Great Commission. I have put
the card in a see-though page protector so you can see both
sides of it and I included some information about the altarpiece.
It is displayed on the yellow events bulletin board at the rear of
the sanctuary, please take a look.
Pastor Dietze commented in his letter about the Hiwwe wie
Driwwe DVD that Martin and I sent them for Christmas. He wrote
that they learned that most of the Pennsylvania Dutch people
came from the areas along the river Rhine. He said they remember the Swiss family names Pfeifly and Fegely and as to the Renningers in Mt. Zion, in southwest Germany they have the town
Renningen. He states the homeland of most of the Pennsylvania
Dutch people is evidently the present state Rhineland-Palatinate
with the capital Mainz. More about Mainz in a bit.
Pastor Dietze included an article from their Leipzig People Newspaper with the caption “Federal Cross of Merit for the Vaccine Pioneers”. Their Federal President Frank-Walter Steinmeier decorated BioNTech founders Ozlem Tureci and Ugur Sahin with their
country’s greatest order, the Order of Merit. This married couple
founded BioNTech in the city of Mainz. They teamed with Pfizer
to develop the Covid-19 vaccine. Pastor Dietze wrote, here is
another example how immigrants enrich the culture of a country
and beyond it. Both of their families came to Germany from Turkey.
Regarding Pfizer, Pastor Dieze wrote that he and his wife Gisela
remember a visit to the middle ages Cistercian Monastery
Maulbronn located about 15 miles from Renningen. The old
buildings remained. One of them was the pfisterei that is, the
bakery. So a Pfizer is a baker.
Sharon C. Billger
Flößberg Liaison
10
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In Honor of May Holidays

May 2021

A Wonderful Mother

PRAYER REMEMBERANCE

God made a wonderful Mother,
A Mother who never grows old;
He made her smile of the sunshine,
And he made her heart of pure gold;
In her eyes He placed bright shining stars,
In her cheeks, fair roses you see;
God made a wonderful Mother,
And He gave that dear Mother to me.
- Author: Pat O'Reilly

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset
glow,
Loved and were loved, and now
we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
Editor’s Note: This poem was written about soldiers who lost their lives
13

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers.
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated.

Michael Berg, Martin Billger, Darlene Bogart, Doris Boehm,
Gary Bond, Loretta Brown, Sheldon Brubaker, Allen Button,
Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper, Joyce Dietrich, Judy Freeby, Judie
Freeman, Barbara Geisler, Marcia Green, JoLynn Henninger,
Wayne Iman, Tami Iman, David Lewis, Joann Lewis, Marilyn
Miller, Russell Miller, Sharon Miller, Sylas Miller, Della Noll,
Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach, Nancy Sanner,
Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk, Kathleen Sushko, Steven Wasser,
Michael Weber, Jessica Wessner, Helen Wessner, Jeff Wetzel,
Carl Wolfinger
.

Please remember our
homebound members with
a card to let them know you
are thinking of them.

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS
Mary Derr
8 Parker Drive
Kutztown, PA 19530

Myrtle Weisner
Berks Heim Room B2-232-2
1011 Berks Road
Leesport, PA 19533
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Social Ministry Committee

May Service Calendar

Windy Hill Community Garden Update

We held our planning meeting for this year’s garden. Soil

SUNDAY

2May

10:15 am
5
Easter

ELW

Greg

Yes

Malotte’s Lord’s Prayer

9–
May

10:15 am
6
Easter

ELW

Marcia

Yes

Mother’s Day

16–
May

10:15 am
7
Easter

ELW

23–
May

10:15 am
Day of
Pentecost

ELW

Greg

Yes

30–
May

10:15 am
Trinity
Sunday

ELW

Linda

Yes

preparation was planned and the work has begun.
Planting will follow. We set our workdays as Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8 AM, this will be adjusted when picking season begins. If you would like to help in the garden
contact Chair Janice Clemmer at 610-683-7901.

Upcoming May Events!
National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 6

Mother’s Day
Sunday, May 9

Ascension of Our Lord
Thursday, May 13

Ascension Sunday
Baptism
Sunday, May 16

Last Day of Sunday School until Fall
Pentecost Sunday & Confirmation
Sunday, May 23

Memorial Day - OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 31

Observance at the Monument at 7 PM
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ORDER
WORHOLY
OF
SHIP
COMWORSHIP ASSIST MUNION

2021
DATE

COMMENTS

Ascension Sunday
Sue

Yes

Baptism of
Liam Anthony Fleck
Pentecost
Confirmation
The Holy Trinity

Worship & Music Committee News

Veterans Making A Difference Food Collection
Once again we will conduct a non-perishable food drive for our
veterans. Any donations received will be in honor of our mothers
and fathers. We will start collecting
canned goods on Mother’s Day and
will continue to collect them up until
and including Father’s Day. Please
drop off your canned goods anytime at
the display set up in the church. Any
canned goods items would be acceptable. They also will accept grocery
store gift cards if you would prefer to
donate a gift card. Let’s fill up a truck
and show our support for the many
veterans who have sacrificed so much
for us!
16

Recipe of the Month

Worship & Music Committee News Continued
Upcoming Confirmation

This month’s featured recipe is a favorite of Diane German.
She shared that her mother used to make it. She loves it, you
might too!

Chicken Ala King
INGREDIENTS:

Nine of our young people will be confirmed on Pentecost Sunday,
which this year we celebrate on May 23.
Affirmation of Baptism, is a much more descriptive name for what
we’re doing. Basically, it’s an opportunity for people to affirm for
themselves the promises that their parents, sponsors and congregation made for them at their baptism. At baptism, parents make
this promise: “… to live with them among God’s faithful people,
bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, teach them
the Lord’s Prayer, the Creed and the Ten Commandments, place
in their hands the holy Scriptures, and nurture them in faith and
prayer, so that your children may learn to trust God, proclaim
Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God
made, and work for justice and peace.”
At their affirmation of baptism, confirmands are asked to make
this promise for themselves: “…to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, to
proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive
for justice and peace in all the earth.” The process of preparing
people to affirm these promises can take many forms, including
classes and increased involvement in congregational life. The
process of confirmation takes many forms and varies from congregation to congregation, but the end goal is the same: to prepare people to boldly and confidently make those promises, affirm
their baptisms and continue to live out their faith in the church.
- https://www.livinglutheran.org/2014/08/confirmation/

2 oz. can sliced mushrooms, drained
1/4 cup chopped green pepper
1/2 cup butter
1/4 cup flour
1 tsp. salt
1/4 cup chopped pimento
1 cup chicken broth
1 cup light cream or milk
1 cup cooked chicken, diced
Frozen peas, optional

DIRECTIONS:
Sauté mushrooms and peppers.

Blend in flour.
Slowly stir in broth and milk.
Bring to a boil over low heat.
Add pimento and diced chicken.
Serve over Pepperidge Farm Puff Pastry. Enjoy!

Summer is coming,
Do you have a favorite picnic recipe?

Share it with your church family!
To submit your recipe,
email it to me at nighthawk2@dejazzd.com.
- Editor
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1-May

Douglas

Dietrich

1-May

Brandon

Mengel

1-May

Lilia

2-May

Nancy

Miller

5-May

Aubrey

Grym

7-May

Gia

8-May

Amber

Theres

12-May

Dianna

Wartzenluft

12-May

Jaimee

Stemko

13-May

Jacob

Wessner

15-May

Blaik

Losito

16-May

Linda

Willard

16-May

Brittany

O’Neill

16-May

Billie Jo

Rehrig

17-May

Justin

19-May

Makayla

22-May

May Worship Service Support

Happy Birthday !

Pizzelanti

Danenhower

May 2

10:15 AM

Acolyte

Anna Wanamaker, Peyton Snyder

Greeters

None at this time.

Lector

Confirmation Class

Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

Flowers
Bulletins

May 9

10:15 AM

Acolyte

Rebecca Batz

Greeters

None at this time.

Lector

Eloise Tucker

Ushers

None at this time.

Miller

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

Daniel

Batz

Flowers

23-May

Helene

Weigle Ruth

Karen & Duane Wanamaker in Celebration of their
17th Wedding Anniversary.

23-May

Henry

Willard

Renninger

Note: Individuals celebrating

Birthdays and Anniversaries are
remembered in the intercessory
prayers of the congregation at
Sunday Worship prior to the date
of their birthday or anniversary.

Happy
Anniversary !

Bulletins

May 16

10:15 AM

Acolyte

Miranda Morstatt

Greeters

None at this time.

Lector

Sharon Billger

27-May Adrienne Kline

Ushers

None at this time.

29-May

Yolanda

Fegley

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

30-May

Kerry

Dietrich

Flowers

Cheryl Franckowiak in Celebration of Jack’s Birthday.

30-May

Eva

Danenhower 05/04/1974 Cynthia & Jeffrey Wetzel
05/08/2004 Duane & Karen Wanamaker
05/07/1983 Cindy & Steven Meigio
05/20/2006 Diane & Robert Kern
05/22/1976 Darlene & Daniel Kurtz
05/22/2004 Valerie & Brent Rutherford
05/23/1994 Helene & Willis Ruth
05/28/2005 Adrienne & Craig Kline
05/31/2003 Michelle & Daniel Batz

Bulletins

In Memory of Loved Ones by Sue Stemko.

May 23

10:15 AM

Acolyte

Haven Fegely

Greeters

None at this time.

Lector

Karen Wanamaker

Ushers

None at this time.

23-May Dominick Pizzelanti
26-May

Blaire

Grube

27-May

Faye

Miller

27-May

Susan

Fritzinger
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May Worship Service Support continued
Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

Flowers
Bulletins

April Osterstock in celebration of Jeff & Suzy’s Birthdays.

May 30
Acolyte

TBD

Greeters

None at this time.

Lector

Michelle Batz

Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst

None at this time.

Flowers

Michelle & Dan Batz in celebration of their 18th Wedding Anniversary.

Bulletins

Thrivent News!
...to our members who designated their 2020
Thrivent Choice Dollars to Mt. Zion.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!!!
There is still time to….Be Part of the Thrivent 2022 Calendar!
The theme is “A focus on what matters.” We’re looking for original artwork and photos that reflect what centers you and helps
bring your purpose into focus. It could be something you do, a
place you go or something you see every day. Maybe it’s a secluded lake, wildflowers along a morning walk, or a holiday tradition that helps you reflect and reconnect.
For more information or to submit entries and pre-order the 2022
calendar, visit thrivent.com/calendar. The deadline for submissions is June 30, 2021.
Sharon C. Billger
Mt. Zion’s Thrivent Liaison
Mt. Zion’s Card Ministry

*****************************************
We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in May.
Please consider commemorating a special event or
memory of a loved one with a donation
of flowers or bulletins. Thank you!
*****************************************
American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life
A Kutztown Relay for Life walk event will be held this year, however at the time of this writing the dates and location have not
been set due to the coronavirus situation.
We will again be selling sponsorships of the Purple signs in support of the walk. Other fundraisers will be added as well.
We will provide further details as they become available.
Mt. Zion’s Relay Walkers, Angels of Hope Team
Sharon & Martin Billger, Diane German, and Helen Wessner
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Do you know that Mt. Zion has a card ministry?
Yes, we do!
Birthday cards are sent to the children of Mt. Zion through their
18th birthday. Cards are also sent to any member on the prayer
list at the time of their birthday and to our shut-in members.
Anniversary cards are sent to couples celebrating their milestone
anniversaries: first, fifth, tenth, fifteenth, twentieth, etc.
Congratulation cards are sent for weddings, graduations, new
babies etc.
Get Well, Thinking of You, Sympathy, and Thank You cards are
sent as the need or occasion arises.
Throughout the year at each holiday, special cards are sent to
our shut-in and prayer list members.
It is important that your information is correct on the church records for you to receive cards. Also, if you know of someone in
our congregation that could use a card, please let me know.
I often have to depend on others to let me know when there is a
need or a celebratory occasion.
Anyone wishing to support this ministry by donating cards or
stickers that you will not be using, can contact me to do so:
nighthawk2@dejazzd.com or 610-682-7038.
Sharon C. Billger, Minister of Cards
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement

God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit
ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and
to serve others.
Guiding Principles

Jesus is Lord and Savior
Seek to be in relationship with God

Ensure that everyone is welcome
Encourage generosity toward others
Live the faith
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