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  Glad Tidings 

July 2021 

 

Happy Independence Day! 
Sunday, July 4 

 

 

Office Closed 
Monday, July 5 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 
 

1343 Long Lane Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210 
 
 

Vicar ….……………...Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
Cell phone  972-839-9363 
Email   jtheydt@gmail.com 

 
         Church Secretary…….……………….Suzy Donchez  
         Church Council President…………...Melissa Keller 
         Church Council Vice President………Matt Dietrich 
    Church Council Secretary……………..Jenn O’Neil 
         Treasurer……………………………..April Osterstock 
         Financial Secretary………………...Andrew Dietrich 
         Minister of Music……………………….Sylvia Keller 
         Church Sexton………………………....Martin Billger 
         Webpage …………………………….April Osterstock 
         Newsletter Editor……………………..Sharon Billger 

 

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com and 
mtzion6210@verizon.net 

Please submit items by the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/  
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From The Vicar:  
A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none.  

      (Martin Luther) 
It’s July already!!!! Of course our thoughts turn to the heat of sum-
mer, hitting the pool, cookouts, vacations and….4th of July…long 
weekend picnicking with friends and relatives…AND….those FIRE-
WORKS !!!!!!  

It’s the time we remember, celebrate and reflect on our Independ-
ence and Freedom as a nation and as a people. It’s a time too to 
reflect on a parallel here with our patriotic freedom that you 
might not have considered before…The Freedom of a Chris-
tian. Just what would it mean to not just represent, but to em-
body freedom in Christ for the sake of one another as opposed to 
the selective nature of our nationalistic freedom. 

In 1520 Luther published a writing titled Treatise on Christian 
Liberty or The Freedom of a Christian. The chief point being 
that humans are justified solely by God ’s grace, and that good 
works follow spontaneously from a Spirit-led life devoted to the 
service of others. He became embroiled in a controversy with 
Erasmus over the question of whether the human will is free to 
contribute anything toward the salvation of the individual. 

Many people have considered Christian faith an easy thing and 
not a few have given it a place among the virtues. Luther set 
down two propositions concerning the freedom and bondage of 
the spirit: A Christian is perfectly free lord of all, subject to 
none. A Christian is perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject 
to all.  

Faith derives such great power and why a good work or all good 
works together cannot equal it. No good work can rely upon the 
word of God or live in the soul, for faith alone and the word of 
God rule in the soul, so the word imparts its qualities in the soul. 
It’s clear then that a Christian has all he needs in faith and needs 
no works to justify him. And if he has no need of works, he has 
no need of the law. And if he has no need of the law, surely he is 
free from the law. This is that Christian liberty, our faith, which 
does not induce us to live in idleness or wickedness but makes 
the law and works unnecessary for any man ’s righteousness and 
salvation.  

The believing soul by means of the pledge of its faith is free in 
Christ, its bridegroom, free from all sins, secure against death and 
hell, and is endowed with eternal righteousness, life, and salva-
tion of Christ…from this anyone can clearly see how a Christian is 
free from all things and over all things so that he needs no works 
to make him righteous and save him, since faith alone abundantly 
confers all these things. 

From faith thus flows forth love and joy in the Lord, and from love 
a joyful, willing and free mind that serves one ’s neighbor willingly.  
Who then can comprehend the riches and glory of the Christian 
life?......Free to Be. 
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A Message From Our Council President 

COVID Restrictions 

As of June 27th, we will be removing some of the COVID safe-
guards that we’ve had in place for over a year! 

What will be changing: 

1. We will be removing the ropes that block off every other 
pew as well as the 6 foot distancing signs.  

2. The hymnals and bibles will be returned to the pews.  
Therefore, we will no longer be sanitizing the sanctuary 
after every service.  However, we will continue to use the 
sanitizing stations. 

3. Masks will be optional and we will again have greeters at 
the doors. 

4. We will no longer be streaming services on Facebook Live. 
(took affect June 13th) 

What will stay the same: 

1. Communion will continue as it is. 

2. Offering plates and jingle buckets will remain at the doors.  

We will consider changing these back for Rally Day in Septem-
ber. 

Thank you to all who stuck with us during this difficult time and 
continued to join us for services either in person or on Facebook 
live. 
 
Basement update:  Work continues.  You may not be able to see 
it, but it continues.  We now have hot water again!  I’m sure the 
Altar Guild is happy to hear that!   

The Council and Christian Ed committee have decided to cancel 
VBS this year.  With the basement unfinished, we don’t have a 
place in case of bad weather.  We were also unable to find 
someone to lead VBS this year.  Hopefully we can have it in 
2022!  Please consider volunteering your time to lead VBS.    
Everyone always has a great time during VBS! 
 
     Yours in faith, 
     Missy Keller 
     Council President 

 



5 

 Local Shared Outreach Update 

Our May focus collection items were Personal Care: 

Tooth Brushes - 19  Tooth Paste - 16 

Deodorant - 16 Bar Soap - 13 Body Wash - 8 

Shampoo - 8        Hand Soap - 4        Floss - 2 

Conditioner - 2    Travel Size Shampoo & Conditioner - 2 

Lotion - 1  for a total of 91 focus items. 

In addition, 18 miscellaneous items were donated 

for a monthly total of 109 items. 

For the month of July our focus items are: 

Juice Boxes 

&  

Drink Mixes 

 

Jingle Project 

The April/May/June Jingle Project Recipients were The Sanctu-
ary at Haafsville and Forgotten Felines and Fidos, Germansville. 
The total collected will be reported in next month’s newsletter. 

The July/August/September quarter recipient will be Jacob 
Baran, A.K.A. The Sleigh-Man.  This third generation Santa visits 
families in need delivering care packages that he purchased out 
of pocket and with donations from family and friends.  This pro-
ject was begun by his grandfather in the Bronks, New York.  Ja-
cob, a Mt. Zion member, recently took it over from his father.  
More information can be found on his Facebook page, Santa 
Claus aka The Sleigh-man. 

LABOR OF LOVE DAY 

As announced in last month’s newsletter, we need YOU in order 
to begin this new outreach ministry.  Can you give one Saturday 
morning in the Spring and/or the Fall to help members of Mt. Zion 
and New Jerusalem Zion who need a helping hand around their 
house or property?  Please contact Sharon Billger 610-682-7038 
or nighthawk2@dejazzd.com to add your name to our team! 
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  Local Shared Outreach Update Continued 

We received the following thank you letter for our                
Jingle Project donation from our                                            

January/February/March collection: 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your generous donation of $297.50 to the 
Sixth Street Shelter which was received on 5/6/21.  We sin-
cerely appreciate the partnership of friends like you as we 
help families improve their stability, self-sufficiency, resili-
ence and quality of life. 

The Sixth Street Shelter has been serving families with chil-
dren who are experiencing homelessness for over 30 years.  
Last fiscal year the Sixth Street Shelter was able to shelter 
106 families consisting of 373 people, 232 of whom were 
children.  During their 60-day stay at the Shelter, families 
met regularly with a counselor to develop and work toward  
a plan to resolve their homelessness. 

Residents at the Sixth Street Shelter learn how to solve their 
own problems and to take advantage of opportunities for 
personal growth.  They develop and actively work toward 
long-term housing, employment, and educational goals dur-
ing their stay.  In addition to case management and refer-
rals, we offer a variety of supportive programs including par-
enting classes, a computer lab, financial education, life skills 
development, group activities, field trips, character educa-
tion, tutoring, and reading. 

Thank you again for your gift to the Sixth Street Shelter.  
You are an important part of our work, and we are truly 
grateful for your involvement and support. 

      Sincerely, 

      Kristine Blasco 

      Director 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of our Jingle  
Project. The above letter is a testament to the         
impact our little collection of change has on         
members of our communities.  

 



7 

Fundraising Committee! 

Pentecost Greeting Received From Germany 

 

We received a card from our German brothers and sisters.   

It includes the verses Galatians 5:22&25: 

 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,                               

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,                        
gentleness and self-control. 

Since we live by the Spirit, 

Let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

 

Pastor Dietze has written: 

Dear Mt. Zion Congregation, 

We send to you Pentecost greetings with                         
God’s word in the Galatians Letter.                                     

The Lord and His Spirit be with you every time. 

Yours, 

Gisela and Hans Ulrich Dietze  

and your friends in Western Saxony 

 

Let us remember to keep our German brothers and               
sisters in Christ in our prayers. 

Redner’s Save a Tape Program 

Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.  
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the  

receipt to qualify.  We will receive a 1% 
cash back for the total of your receipt.  
Put your receipts in the container on the 
table below the bulletin board.   
We ask that you please place              
ONLY Redner’s receipts in                   
the container and that you                     
do so in a timely manner, or                
Redner’s may not accept them.                       

         THANK YOU!!! 
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American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life Update 

The Purple signs in support of the walk will be displayed             

on the streets of Kutztown from July 19 through August 21.   

Watch for them!!! 

This year’s 1-day relay event will be held at                               

The Kutztown Fairgrounds,                                                       

on Saturday, September 25,                                                      

tentative time, 2 to 9 PM.                                                                    

This year’s relay theme is Relay Around the World.   

If you are interested in sponsoring a Luminaria,                    

please contact us.  The cost is $10.00 and they can be               

in Memory of, Honor of, or Support of, an individual.  

If you would like to join us to walk at anytime throughout             

the afternoon or evening please let us know,                                  

you are welcome to do so! 

 
Mt. Zion’s Relay Walkers on the Angels of Hope Team, 

St. Paul’s UCC, Kutztown 

Sharon & Martin Billger, Diane German, and Helen Wessner 

 

 



9 

 
On June 13, 2021, we welcomed into  

our fellowship by letter of transfer: 

Carol Shoemaker 

Congratulations on joining our Mt. Zion church family!  

 

Mt Zion’s Praise Band Needs You   

Do you have talents that you can share?   We are trying to restart 

the praise band. We are looking for instrumentalists and singers 

who can read music.  You must be able to work independently 

due to the short number of practices.  We are looking for people 

who can fill some gaps in the group.  Previously we practiced 

Tuesday evenings at 6:30 PM and performed on the third Sunday 

of the month.  This schedule is subject to change with the availa-

bility of the members’ schedules.  Whether you play the guitar, 

keyboard, or just want to sing, please contact April at                

AOster43@verizon.net or at 484/358-3858.   

NO Vacation Bible School 2021 

There will be no VBS again this year.  
We have no director to lead the team.    
In addition, with the basement rebuild 

ongoing, if there should be inclement weather we have no 

space to hold the program. We hope VBS returns in 2022!  
Until then, please consider if you might take on the job of 

Director.  Michelle Button is willing to give guidance and 
you would have a great team of helpers behind you!  
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COVID-19 GUIDELINE CHANGES 

We continue our efforts to evaluate news and data, and as 

more people are vaccinated, we feel confident that the fol-

lowing changes can occur.  Effective Sunday, June 27, 

2021, the following Worship Service changes will take effect 

at Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, Kutztown, PA. 

Hand sanitizer stands are located throughout the church. 

Use them as needed.   

As always, if you or any other household member feels ill, 

please do not come to church. 

1. Masks wearing is now optional. 

2. All seating restrictions are removed.   

3. Communion Distribution Method will be served with the 

front full pew of the Pulpit side receiving communion first 

and the Organ side following in the same manner. Select 

a disposable cup from the container on the board. Vicar 

will give you the Body of Christ with tongs. Proceed to 

receive the Blood of Christ in the form of wine or grape 

juice. Dispose of cups at the end of the aisle rails. Any-

one needing in place communion is asked to sit near the 

front of the church. 

4. Collection plates and Jingle buckets will remain at the 

entrances.  Please continue to be generous.  

 
We will continue to evaluate the results of these changes.  

               Mt. Zion Worship & Music Committee 

mailto:AOster43@verizon.net
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Our prayers and sympathies are with the family 
and friends of Raymond W. Renninger who went 
to be with the Lord on June 13, 2021.  May the 
message of the resurrection and the promise of 
Christ be of comfort for them. 

Ray was the father of our member Gregory Renninger and the 
grandfather of Justin Renninger. 

 

 

 

 

...to everyone who helped man the Pizza and Soft Pretzel 

stand at the Kempton Fair.  Your willingness to help us earn 

monies for our church treasury is greatly appreciated.  AND, 

we had fun doing it! The total amount we received from 20% 

of the proceeds of sales will be reported in next month’s 

newsletter. THANKS again for giving of your time and efforts 

to support Mt. Zion! 

 

 

 

2021 Summer Fest Cancelled 

There will be NO Mt. Zion Summer Fest                     

event this year. 

We look forward to its return in 2022!!! 
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July 2021 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. 
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated. 

Michael Berg, Martin Billger, Doris Boehm, Loretta Brown, 

Sheldon Brubaker, Allen Button, Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper, 

Doug Dietrich, Joyce Dietrich, Judie Freeman, Barbara Geisler,  

Bill Green, Tyler Grim, JoLynn Henninger, Elaine Henry,   

Wayne Iman, Tami Iman, Jean Krug, David Lewis, Joann Lewis, 

Marilyn Miller, Nichole Miller, Russell Miller, Sharon Miller, 

Sylas Miller, Della Noll, Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles,         

Keith Rohrbach, Nancy Sanner, Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk,  

Steven Wasser, Michael Weber, Judy Weisner, Jessica Wessner, 

Helen Wessner, Jeff Wetzel 

 

 

Please remember our  

homebound members with  

a card to let them know you  

are thinking of them.  

 

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS 

     Mary Derr           Myrtle Weisner 

     8 Parker Drive          Berks Heim Room  B2-232-2 

     Kutztown, PA  19530          1011 Berks Road 

            Leesport, PA  19533                                                                              
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Food for Thought 

One should find and love God in that He just gives to us. 

      - Bonhoeffer 

Jesus demands nothing of us without also giving the 
strength to do it. 
      - Bonhoeffer  

At every turn ask yourself: Would Christ have done this? 
That is enough. 

We do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord. 

              - 2 Corinthians 4:5 

You do not know how heavy the burden is you do not bear. 

Request God’s blessing for your work, but don’t demand 
He should perform it. 
     - Karl Heinrich Waggerl 
             Austrian Writer 

Thank the Lord for the little things I often overlook. 

     - According to M. Quoist 

Be glad living in the world and sharing the wonders of Cre-
ation. 
    - According to Wilhelm Raabe 
                   German Poet 

Also the strongest number needs the support of the zeros. 

     - Zarko Petan 

The construction of castles in the air requires nothing, but 
the demolition is very expensive. 

 

Submitted by Pastor Hans U. Dietze, Flößberg,              

Saxony, Germany. 
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July Service Calendar 

2021 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER OF 
WORSHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 
AS-
SIST    

HOLY 
COM-
MUNI
ON 

COMMENTS 

4-
July 

9:15 am 
6 

Pentecost  
ELW Greg Yes Malotte’s Lord’s Prayer 

11-
July 

9:15 am 
7 

Pentecost 

ELW 
 

Jeff Yes  

18-
July 

9:15 am 
8 

Pentecost 

ELW 
 

Sue Yes  

25-
July 

9:15 am 
9 

Pentecost 

ELW 
 

Linda Yes  

Thank you 
We thank the Boy Scouts of Troop 104 for their participation in 
our Memorial Day observance held at the monument on the 
cemetery.   
Next year they will take on an even more active roll in the pro-
gram.  
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Recipe Of The Month 

This month’s feature recipe is a favorite of Vicar Jeremiah T. 

Heydt.  It is very easy to put together and is a good one served  

at home for a gathering or to take along to a picnic.   

      

J. T. Salsa 
  

Ingredients: 

1 - 8 oz. can Black-eyed peas, drained 

1 - 8 oz. can White Shoe-peg corn, drained 

1 - 8 oz. can Petite-diced tomatoes 

1 - 8 oz. can Petite-diced Italian Style tomatoes 

1 - 8 oz. bottle Zesty Italian dressing 

 

Directions: 

1. Stir together.          

2. Chill.                      

3. Scoop with Tostitos scoops.     

4. Eat!    

Enjoy!!! 

 

I need more summer recipes!!! 

To submit a recipe to share with your church family - 

email it to me at  

nighthawk2@dejazzd.com or 

make a copy and give it to me at church.  

   - Editor 
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Keep Your Information Current  

We want to remind you to keep your information on Mt. Zion’s 
records correct: 

- If you move, please give us your new address to save postage 
costs to resend mailings such as your newsletter.   

- If you get a new telephone number, please give it to us so we 
can contact you if need be.  

- If you get a new email address, please give us an update so 
you can receive up-to-date information sent out through  E-blast 
mailings.   

You can notify the church office of any updates by phone,       

610-756-6210, or email, mtzion6210@verizon.net.    

    

If you aren’t receiving the E-blast notifications but would like to, 

send your e-mail information to AOster43@verizon.net.  April 

keeps the list and sends out the notifications.  Your information  

is confidential and secure.  It is not sold nor given to any other 

organization for any reason.  

     Thank You! 

Just for fun! 

Play ball with Jesus— 

You’ll never strike out! 

 

mailto:AOster43@verizon.net
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Happy   
Birthday ! 

2-July Bobby Follweiler 

4-July Glenn  Landon 

6-July Jacob Sullivan 

7-July Jean Gaston 

11-July Debra Dietrich 

11-July Lexi Steltz 

12-July Shirley Burkhart 

12-July Jason Troutman 

14-July Kristin Kohler 

14-July Ryan Morstatt 

18-July Emily Arndt 

20-July Brynnli Hillegass 

22-July Michelle  Miller 

23-July Brady Frederick 

24-July Melvin Shumaker 

24-July Diane Gaumer 

24-July Carol Shoemaker 

24-July Thomas Tamagnone 

25-July Jean Wetzel 

25-July Christine Danenhower 

27-July Michelle Batz 

28-July Dylan Kaschak 

28-July Carter Tallman 

29-July Edward German 

30-July Ashley Thompson 

30-July Megan O’Neill 

30-July Savannah Follweiler 

31-July Brenna Rutherford 

    

07/02/2011  Nadean & Edward Cuff 

07/04/2007  Jennifer & Christopher Gehris 

07/09/2000  Tina & Vicar Jeremiah Heydt 

07/16/2005  Jean Gaston &  

                     William Granieri 

07/21/2007  Jennifer & Jeffrey Bruno 

07/25/2009  Melissa & Justin Langston 

07/30/2001  Vicky & Blair Free 

Note: Individuals celebrating 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
remembered in the intercessory 
prayers of the congregation at 
Sunday Worship prior to the date 
of their birthday or anniversary. 

Happy    
Anniversary ! 
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 July 4 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Sharon & Martin Billger 

Lector Sharon Billger 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers Carol Shoemaker in Memory of her Husband. 

Bulletins  

July 11 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Eloise Tucker, Jacob Wessner 

Lector Eloise Tucker 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers Michele Morstatt in Celebration of Ryan’s 18th Birthday. 

Bulletins  

July 18 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Arlene & Richard Schmeck 

Lector Dale Bond 

Ushers  None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers Tina & Vicar Jeremiah Heydt in Celebration of their             
21st Wedding anniversary. 

Bulletins  

July 25 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Lorrie & Joey Arndt 

Lector Cheryl Franckowiak 

Ushers None at this time. 

July Worship Service Support 
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 Upcoming July Events! 

Happy Independence Day! 

   Sunday, July 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

Monday, July 5 
 
 

 

We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in July.   

Please consider commemorating a special event          
or memory of a loved one with a donation of         

flowers or bulletins.    Thank you! 

 July Worship Service Support Continued 

July 25 9:15 AM  continued 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins Sue Stemko in Honor of Brady’s Birthday. 
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          Fun Facts About Independence Day! 

Also called the Fourth of July, Independence Day marks the 
historic date in 1776 when the Declaration of Independence 
was approved by the Continental Congress. The written decla-
ration stated that the American colonies were tired of being 
ruled by Great Britain. They wanted to become their own coun-
try.  

On July 4, 1776, a small group of representatives from the 13 
colonies - called the Continental Congress - adopted the Decla-
ration of Independence.  

Written by a committee led by Thomas Jefferson, the docu-
ment was signed by people from all 13 colonies. But the British 
government didn’t accept it. So the colonists continued to fight 
for independence until they finally defeated Great Britain in 
1783. 

The Declaration of Independence, now housed at the National 
Archives in Washington, D.C., is recognized around the world 
as an important message of self-governance and human 
rights. The second sentence says it all: that all people are cre-
ated equally and have rights that include life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. Jefferson, who would become the third 
U.S. president, wrote that sentence. 

Today the United States and Great Britain are friends. Most 
Americans still celebrate Independence Day, often with pa-
rades and fireworks. Historians think this is thanks to a letter 
written by John Adams, who helped write the declaration and 
would also go on to be the second U.S. president. In his letter 
to his wife, Abigail, Adams predicted that the colonists’ inde-
pendence would be celebrated by future generations as an 
annual festival with parades and bonfires. It's no wonder that 
this holiday has turned out to be such a blast! 

                       -Taken from https://kids.nationalgeographic.com 

https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/history/article/thomas-jefferson
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/states/article/washington-dc
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geography/countries/article/united-states
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 
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