
  

 

Mount Zion 

  Glad Tidings 
August 2021 

Harvest Home 
Sunday, August 29 

 

Looking Ahead to September! 
Deadline for October Newsletter 

* Moved a Week Early * 
Wednesday, September 8 

 

Rally Day                                                                                   
Sunday School 9 AM & 

Return to 10:15 AM Worship Time 
Sunday, September 12 

2 

 
 

Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 
 

1343 Long Lane Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210 
 
 

Vicar ….……………...Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
Cell phone  972-839-9363 
Email   jtheydt@gmail.com 

 
         Church Secretary…….……………….Suzy Donchez  
         Church Council President…………...Melissa Keller 
         Church Council Vice President………Matt Dietrich 
    Church Council Secretary……………..Jenn O’Neil 
         Treasurer……………………………..April Osterstock 
         Financial Secretary………………...Andrew Dietrich 
         Minister of Music……………………….Sylvia Keller 
         Church Sexton………………………....Martin Billger 
         Webpage …………………………….April Osterstock 
         Newsletter Editor……………………..Sharon Billger 

 
 

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com and 
mtzion6210@verizon.net 

Please submit items by the 15th of the month. 

 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/  
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From The Vicar:    

But Jesus came and touched them, saying,  
‘Get up and do not be afraid.’        - Matthew 17:2 

The disciples saw Jesus “transfigured” – changed. But they 
were changed too. They were never the same again. And it 
was a change for the better. It was a day of growth and renew-
al for them. The consequences of that day keep marching on 
down  through the centuries. They touch us and our land even 
this day and hour. Christian public worship is a little clearing in 
time provided through faith and tradition for us to be partici-
pants in the transfiguration being changed and renewed our-
selves. 

One might say that Peter, James and John were realigned on 
the mount that day of the transfiguration. Worship for us is a 
time for realignment. We come to be reminded of who we are 
and to be renewed to participate in the promise and pleasure 
God expressed in the transfiguration. 

If Jesus were to walk through our parking lot, we might hear 
him say, “look at the tires on that car! They’ll soon be no good 
at all. One side of the tread is almost worn and the other has 
miles of good left in it which will be wasted because something 
was out of balance.” 

There are similar signs that we as individuals, churches and 
nations are out of alignment….short tempers, paralyzing anxie-
ties, greed, lowered energy, and many physical ailments rooted 
in sickness of spirit.  

How do we get realigned? That requires a revelation. That 
event is Christians gathering together, for prayer, praise, for 
celebration of word and sacrament in an encounter for joyous 
and liberating realignment. If you ever watched your car on an 
alignment machine, it’s anchored there. For a moment, it’s not 
going anywhere. But it’s not made to stay there forever. And 
that’s essential for the moment. But it’s not to stay there forev-
er. 

Jesus and the disciples came down from the mount transfig-
ured…Jesus saw that! There was work to be done. So too, 
prayer, worship and attendance within our church walls is a 
matter of realignment to bear God’s image. We engage the 
gears, get out of park or neutral, and allow the energy of urgent 
love and tolerance flow through us, putting us into the traffic of 
life delivering God’s Word and love to all humankind……ROLL 
ON !!!!! 
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A Message From Our Council President 

It’s hard to believe summer is already half way over.  Kids will be going 
back to school in just a few short weeks.  Rally day and the first day of 
Sunday school is scheduled for September 12th.  It feels like just yes-
terday that I was writing about Easter and watching the flowers start to 
bloom during the spring.  Now we are already looking toward fall.  
 
Thinking about the fall includes thinking about our Annual Congrega-
tional meeting to be held in October.  Look for more information on this 
in the September newsletter.  However, now is the time to start thinking 
about how you can be of service to the church.  We have various com-
mittees that always need help.  Are you interested in serving on the 
Council?  Do you have skills to help out the Property Committee?       
As we move along on the basement project, our Fundraising Committee 
will be vital to raising the funds we need to complete the renovation.    
Do you have ideas for fundraisers?  Can you help out with Christian 
Education?  There are plenty of options to serve.   
 
It’s been a year since our basement flooded.  Our Property Committee 
has been doing what they can to keep the renovation moving.  Once 
the current phase of drywall and electrical is completed, we will be 
bringing in contractors to do the ceiling, flooring and kitchen.  While ex-
penses have been fairly low on this project to date, all due to the hard 
work by our Property Committee, once we bring the contractors in, we 
will be using the generous donations that we have received to date for 
the basement.  We will need your continued financial support to help 
complete our renovations.  Hopefully within the next few months we will 
have a better idea of what funds will still be needed. 
 
Hope to see you all in church! 
     Yours in faith, 

     Missy Keller 

     Council President 
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Local Shared Outreach Update 

Our June focus collection items were Suddenly Salad Mixes and 
Condiments: 

Suddenly Salad Mixes - 16     Mayonnaise - 13     Mustard - 9 

Ketchup - 5     Relish - 2      Chick-fil-A Sauce - 1 

for a total 46 focus items. 

An additional 10 miscellaneous items were donated  

for a monthly total of 56 items. 

For the month of August our Focus Collection Items are: 

Snacks 

for example: 

Granola Bars,  

Fruit Snacks,  

Cracker Packs,  

Fruit/Jello/Pudding cups 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Jingle Project 

The total Jingle Project monies collected during the April/May/
June quarter for The Sanctuary at Haafsville and  
Forgotten Felines and Fidos was $720.00.  In addi-
tion, Mt. Zion’s Church Council made the decision to 
add this year’s Lenten offerings of $649.50 to the  
Jingle Project.  This gave a total of $1369.50 which 
was divided between the two shelters.  Each shelter 
was sent a check for $684.75.  

We continue with Jacob Baran, A.K.A. The Sleigh-Man as the 
recipient for the July/August/September quarter. 

(continued next page) 
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Local Shared Outreach Update Continued 

LABOR OF LOVE DAY 

This new outreach ministry is in jeopardy, unfortunately, at the 
time of this writing, we have not had a response to our request 
for volunteers to give assistance to those in our church family 
who need a helping hand. 

We need YOU in order to begin this new outreach 
ministry this Fall. 

This is not a huge commitment.  It is one-half day in 
the Spring and/or one-half day in the Fall.  If you 

can’t help at both, one is great! 

We ask you to prayerfully 
consider if you might give 
some of your time to help 
change a light bulb, move 
some furniture, rake some 
leaves, move a window 
air conditioner, etc. 

Can you give one Saturday morning in the Spring and/or the Fall 
to help members of Mt. Zion and New Jerusalem Zion who need 
a helping hand around their house or property?  Please contact 
Sharon Billger 610-682-7038 or nighthawk2@dejazzd.com to be 
a part of this new ministry! 

 

Fundraising Committee 

Redner’s Save a Tape Program 

Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.  
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the  

receipt to qualify.  We will receive a 1% 
cash back for the total of your receipt.  
Put your receipts in the container on the 
table below the bulletin board.   
We ask that you please place              
ONLY Redner’s receipts in                   
the container and that you                     
do so in a timely manner, or                
Redner’s may not accept them.                       

         THANK YOU!!! 
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Gift From Germany 

We have received a CD from our Flößberg friends.  The name of 
the CD is in Latin: Laudate Omnes Gentes.  It is Psalm 117, 
Praise the Lord, All you Nations.  Information inside the jacket 
reads:  

This recording was made in the twelfth-century village church at 

Taizé, using a small group of sixteen singers and five instrumental-

ists.  It brings together some of the well-known songs by Jacques 

Berthier and more recent songs composed by brothers of the Taizé 

Community.  For many years Taizé has been seeking to unite 

beauty and simplicity, and this concern is particularly clear in this 

recording, which aims to encourage smaller groups meeting to-

gether in parishes and elsewhere for prayer. 

Prayer which is sung has sustained the trust and commitment of 

believers throughout the ages.  It can allow us to glimpse some-

thing of the “breadth and length and height and depth” of the love 

of Christ. 

Pastor Dietze has written: 

We are sending you a CD from Taizé.  Sure your Lutheran 
Church is appreciating these wonderful hymns like German 
churches.  We hope this CD contains some new ones for your 
choir and services.  Dear greetings also for Sylvia Keller! 

The Lord be with you all. 

      Yours,  

Gisela and Hans Ulrich Dietze and your friends                            
in Flößberg and around. 

Martin will be playing the CD over the sound system prior to wor-
ship over a few weeks this summer.  It will then go to Sylvia to 
check out the songs for possible use with our choir and/or in our 
worship services. 
     Sharon C.Billger 

            Flößberg Liaison  
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American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life Update 

The Purple signs in support of the walk are on display               
on the streets of Kutztown through August 21.   

This year’s 1-day relay event will be held at   

The Kutztown Fairgrounds,    

on Saturday, September 25,  

confirmed time is 3 to 9 PM.                                                                    

This year’s relay theme is Relay Around the World.   

Kutztown University Radio Students will DJ the event. 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in sponsoring a Luminaria, please contact 
us.  The cost is $10.00 and they can be in Memory of, Honor of, 

or Support of, an individual.  The Luminaria light the night for    
the emotionally moving tribute ceremony. 

If you would like to join us at anytime throughout                         
the afternoon or evening please let us know,                                  

you are welcome to do so! 

 
Mt. Zion’s Relay Walkers on the Angels of Hope Team, 

St. Paul’s UCC, Kutztown 

Sharon & Martin Billger, Diane German, and Helen Wessner 
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Mt Zion’s Praise Band Needs You!   

Do you have talents that you can share?    

We are trying to restart the praise band. We are looking 

for instrumentalists and singers who can read music.  

You must be able to work independently due to the short 

number of practices.  We are looking for people who can 

fill some gaps in the group.   

Previously we practiced Tuesday evenings at 6:30 PM 

and performed on the third Sunday of the month.  This 

schedule is subject to change with the availability of the 

members’ schedules.  Whether you play the guitar, key-

board, or just want to sing, please contact April at AO-

ster43@verizon.net or at 484/358-3858.   

Congratulations! 
 
 

June 27, 2021, we welcomed            

into the community of faith        

through Baptism                            

 

Landon Joseph Grube 

Son of Angelica and Noah Grube 

Great-grandson of Rev. Guy and Norma Grube 
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Worship & Music Committee Update 

Father’s Day, June 20, marked the end of our food drive in honor 
of all mothers and fathers for Veterans Making a Difference.  
Thank you to everyone who brought items over the weeks of the 
drive to help these men and women who so valiantly served our 
country.  On Sunday, June 27, Liz and Doug Graybill attended 
worship with us and spoke a bit about their organization. After the 
service we packed and loaded up everything into their van.  Thank 
you to everyone who helped!   The Graybills left some information 
at Mt. Zion: 

A sheet with information about themselves and their Paul R. 
Gordon Veteran Social Center in Reading, and the ser-
vices they provide including the food pantry. 

A sheet with info on upcoming activities: breakfasts and fund-
raisers. 

Their business cards which have the Social Center hours on 
the back. 

All three items have been stapled together into little packets and 
are on the Conference Room table.  If you are interested in this 
information, pick up a packet.  If you know a veteran who might be 
interested in this information, please take along a packet for them.  

A special THANK YOU to Jeff Wetzel for again submitting a 
Thrivent Action Team request for this project.  It was approved 
and he received a $250 VISA money card. With his wife Cindy’s 
help they used the card to go shopping and purchased $250 worth 
of food items to add to those we collected at Mt. Zion. 

Liz and Doug were pleasantly surprised by the variety and number 
of items we had for them and explained they were all items that 
will be welcomed and appreciated by the veterans they help. 

Cindy with some of the full carts after 
shopping. 

Jeff after      
loading all    
the items       
into their        
vehicle. 

Thank you 
Jeff & Cindy! 

mailto:AOster43@verizon.net
mailto:AOster43@verizon.net
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Worship & Music Committee Update Continued 

Left: Vicar Jeremiah Heydt, Helen Wessner and Sharon  
        Billger of the Worship & Music Committee 

Right: Liz & Doug Graybill, Veterans Making a Difference and 
           Marcia Green, Worship & Music Chair 

 
Harvest Home    

Harvest Home will be held on Sunday, August 29.  Please 
bring any items to add to the display in the front of 
the sanctuary.   

While the August focus items for Friend, Inc. are  
Snack Items, any food, paper products, or      
hygiene items are welcome.   

  In addition, any fresh produce from your garden   
  is also welcome. All donated items will go to     
  Friend  for their food pantry. 
 Thank you for sharing the bounty the Lord has pro-
vided!  

Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the first fruits of the crops 
you sow in your field. Celebrate the Festival of Ingathering at the 

end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field.  

      - Exodus 23:16 

Worship & Music Committee 
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August 2021 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. 
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated. 

Michael Berg, Martin Billger, Doris Boehm, Loretta Brown,  

Sheldon Brubaker, Allen Button, Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper,  

Doug Dietrich, Joyce Dietrich, Jack Franckowiak, Judie Freeman, 

Barbara Geisler, Doug Graybill, Bill Green, Tyler Grim,  

JoLynn Henninger, Elaine Henry, Wayne Iman, Jean Krug,  

Emma Laigale, David Lewis, Joann Lewis, Marilyn Miller,  

Nichole Miller, Russell Miller, Sharon Miller, Della Noll,            

Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach, Nancy Sanner,  

Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk, Steven Wasser, Michael Weber,  

Judy Weisner, Jessica Wessner, Helen Wessner. 

 

Please remember our  

homebound members with                                

 a card to let them know you  

are thinking of them.  

  

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS 

    Pauline Berlin   Jean & Lloyd Cooper 

    55 W. Daniel Road  335 Dotterer Road 

    Kutztown, PA  19530  Lenhartsville, PA  19534 
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Thank you to the following members who volunteered to man the 
Pizza and Soft Pretzel Stand at the Kempton Fair held June 17 
through 19.  Some, as noted, worked two (2) shifts.   
A special thank you to Debbie Frear and Michelle Batz for serving 
as Lead Persons on Thursday and Friday nights, and to Janice 
Clemmer for the longest shift of all, Lead Person for all of Satur-
day! 

Michelle Batz, Rebecca Batz, Martin Billger, Sharon Billger,   
Janice Clemmer, Debbie Dietrich, Debra Fink, Cheryl Franckowi-

ak, Debbie Frear, Bill Frear, Jean Gaston (2), Diane Gaumer,     
Bill Green, Marcia Green, Noah Grube, Vicar Jeremiah Heydt, 
Nancy Miller, April Osterstock (2), Dominick Pizzelanti, Isabella 
Pizzelanti, Jim Pizzelanti (2), Kate Pizzelanti, Greg Schappell,  
Julie Schappell, Kayla Schappell, Sydney Schappell, Amber 
Theres, Kristina Theres, Taylor Turner, Anna Wanamaker,         

Karen Wanamaker, Laura Wanamaker 

Total sales over the three days were $2834.40 so our earnings for 
Mt. Zion’s treasury was $566.88!  We could not have done this 
without YOUR help, and it was fun working together! 

Photo credit: Michelle Batz 
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August Service Calendar 

2021 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER OF 
WORSHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 

ASSIST    

HOLY 
COM-
MUNI
ON 

COMMENTS 

1– 
Aug 

9:15 am 
10 

Pentecost  
ELW Marcia Yes Malotte’s Lord’s Prayer 

8– 
Aug 

9:15 am 
11 

Pentecost  
ELW Greg  Yes  

15– 
Aug 

9:15 am 
12 

Pentecost  
ELW Linda Yes  

22– 
Aug 

9:15 am 
13 

Pentecost  
ELW Marcia Yes  

29-
Aug 

9:15 am 
14 

Pentecost 
ELW Jeff Yes Harvest Home 

Thought for the Day! 

It doesn’t matter how long you                  
go in the wrong direction,                          

you can always turn around! 

This works for getting lost out on the       
roadways, or, traveling through life!!! 
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 Upcoming August Event! 

Harvest Home 

Sunday, August 29 
 
 

Looking Ahead to September- Mark Your Calendar!!! 

October Newsletter Deadline Change 

Wednesday, September 8 

 

 

 

 

Due to scheduled vacation the deadline for the October 
newsletter is moved up a week to September 8!!! 

Please have your items submitted by this date to have 
them included in the October newsletter. 

 

 

Rally Day and the start of Sunday School 
and return to regular worship time 

Sunday, September 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School for all ages at 9 AM 
Worship with Holy Communion at 10:15 AM 
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1-Aug Rachael Dietrich 

2-Aug Craig Kline 

3-Aug Christine Sushko 

5-Aug Sarah Riegel 

8-Aug Denise Sanner 

8-Aug Joseph Kohler 

10-Aug Darlene Arndt 

10-Aug Christian Sushko 

11-Aug Martin Billger 

12-Aug Sadie Stemko 

13-Aug Mace Arndt 

13-Aug Darlene Kurtz 

13-Aug Willow Troutman 

14-Aug Justin Klinger 

14-Aug Logan O’Donnell 

16-Aug Daniel Brocious 

17-Aug Jennifer O’Neil 

18-Aug Corey Haverstock 

18-Aug Maggie Fritzinger 

20-Aug Vicky Free 

21-Aug Dean  Scott 

21-Aug Darrin Scott 

22-Aug Allen Button 

22-Aug Valerie Rutherford 

23-Aug Alyssa Button 

24-Aug Michele Morstatt 

24-Aug Kayla Schappell 

25-Aug Nancy Sanner 

26-Aug Beverly Gennetti 

28-Aug Linda Pfeifly 

28-Aug Michele O’Donnell 

28-Aug Shawn Losito 

29-Aug Erika Dietrich 

30-Aug Mary Kate Mullin 

31-Aug Gracie Stemko 

31-Aug Lucas Miller  



19 

08/03/1973 Debra & Ed Jones 

08/051978 Elaine & Paul Zeigler 

08/06/2005 Kellene & John Knutsen 

08/10/2010 Ashley & Bobby Follweiler 

08/21/1976 Bonnie & Dean Scott 

08/23/1980 Fay & Ed Podlesny 

08/23/2014 Christina & Christine Sushko 

08/25/2001 Marcia & William Green 

08/27/2011 Sara & Jason Troutman 

08/31/2002 Michele & Larry J. O’Donnell 

Note:   Individuals celebrating 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
remembered in the intercessory 
prayers of the congregation at 
Sunday Worship prior to the date 
of their birthday or anniversary. 
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Aug 1 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Janice & Kenneth Clemmer 

Lector Joe Arndt 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

Aug 8 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Diane & Doug Gaumer 

Lector Melissa Keller 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins 
Sharon & Martin Billger in Celebration of the 23rd Wedding 
Anniversary today of our daughter Sherrilyn Billger and 
son-in-law Andrew Smith. 

Aug 15 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Darlene & Mace Arndt 

Lector Sylvia Keller 

Ushers  None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins Lillian Moyer In Memory of  Loved Ones. 

Aug 22 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Lillian Moyer, Glenn Landon 

Lector William Frear 

Ushers None at this time. 

August Worship Service Support 
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We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in August.                

Please consider commemorating a special event            

or memory of a loved one with a donation of            

flowers or bulletins.    Thank you! 

Aug 22 9:15 AM 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

Aug 29 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Cheryl & Jack Franckowiak 

Lector Karen Wanamaker 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins 
April Osterstock in Celebration of her granddaughter  
Sophia’s 13th Birthday. 

August Worship Service Support Continued 

Thrivent Action Team Information 

On page 10 you read about how Jeff Wetzel received a $250 
money card to use toward the Worship & Music Committee’s 
food drive for veterans.   

Are you a Thrivent member?  Do you realize that you are eligi-
ble to lead 1 or 2 Action Team projects a year depending on the 
type of membership you have? 

It is an easy online process.  Examples of some of the Action 
Team Projects members have done at Mt. Zion in the past are: 
Sausage Sandwich Sale, Spaghetti Dinner, Vacation Bible 
School, GriefShare, Summer Fest, and various LSO and Social 
Ministry Committee projects. 

If you have an idea for a way to help Mt. Zion with an Action 
Team project and would like $250 in seed money, submit a 
plan!!!  I would be happy to help with any questions you may 
have.     Sharon C. Billger 
        Mt. Zion’s Thrivent Liaison 
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Social Ministry Committee 

Windy Hill Garden Update 

We held the Garden Blessing after the                                     
outdoor worship service on Sunday, June 20.  

                                           
Right:  It was a beautiful day 

for the blessing by                
Vicar Jeremiah Heydt.                

 

  Left: Social Ministry Committee 
Chair and Garden Team Head 

Janice Clemmer planted a    
pepper plant in the garden     
during the blessing service.    

Produce is now starting to come in, the harvest has begun!  The 
Garden Team is kept busy trying to keep the ever-growing weeds 
at bay.  The team works Tuesday and/or Thursday mornings and 
can always use more helping hands.  Please contact Janice at 
610-683-7901 to get on the work schedule notification list.   

Thank you to Daisy Scout Troop 
#1168 for their donation of tomato, 
pepper, and squash plants.  The girls 
raised the plants from seed, watering 
and nurturing them until they were 
ready to transplant into our communi-
ty garden.  The time and effort they 

put into this service project will benefit members in our communi-
ty that will be happy to receive fresh produce for their tables! 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 
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