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From The Vicar:

“Now you are the body of Christ, and individual members
of it. And God has placed these in the Church.”

(1 Corinthians 12:27-28)
October brings us to our Annual Congregational Meeting. Which
brings me to say: I Will Be A Functioning Church Member.
And then, it causes my to ask, what does this mean to you?
Membership means we are all NECESSARY parts of the
whole. Paul explains it as members being individual parts of a
body working together in order to be a whole. Some are eyes,
some are ears. Others are feet, still others are hands. We cannot
do anything much alone. We must ALL work together and care
for each other. If one part doesn’t do its job, the whole body
doesn’t function well, but if one part does its job well, the whole
body rejoices and is stronger.
Do you know how to be a biblical member of a church? Give
abundantly and serve without hesitation. Note the italicized word
biblical. Sure, you can remain on the rolls of a church and never
show up or give, but biblical church members give without
qualification. Biblical church members attend worship regularly,
they give of their time, talents and resources as a joyous gift
from our Father. There are no strings attached here. Biblical
church members serve and minister as a natural way of doing
things.
WE, who are church members (that’s you and me) are ALL
supposed to function in the church. The concept of an INACTIVE
church member is an oxymoron. Biblically, no such church member really exists. We should use our gifts and abilities so we can
best serve the church for the glory of God. The fact that there is
so much diversity in our church is our strength. EVERYONE
HAS A FUNCTION. EVERYONE should BE functioning.
EVERYONE HAS a role.
You should ask yourself and God, in prayer…..How can I best
serve my church? You should never ask yourself if you should be
serving your church.

If you are a member, you must be a functioning member. It’s
just that simple.
It’s hard to know for certain. Membership rolls aren’t easy to research. By our best estimates, we are overinflated by our membership roll. I would venture to say that one out of three give a
fair portion to the treasury, and have communed once in three
years or even served in some way shape or form without hesitation.

As we approach a new budget and council for the new church
year, I’m asking you to make a commitment…..make a pledge
to BE a member the way the Bible speaks and the way God
designed it.
Commit to giving cheerfully and abundantly of your time, talent
and resources. Commit to serving and ministering without hesitation.
Pledge to BE ……..a functioning church member that you have
been CALLED out to BE.

Annual Congregational Meeting!
The Council has set the annual
congregational meeting for
Sunday, October 10,

following the worship service.

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this important meeting. There are important items requiring your
vote. There are 3 open council seats needing to be filled.
There will be committee reports available and a budgetary

review for the new fiscal year.
Thank you,
Mt. Zion Church Council

(continued next page)
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A Message From Our Council President
Fall is here. School is in session. Sunday School is underway.
People are decorating for fall and Halloween. Nature is beginning
to prepare for its winter slumber.
I’m duplicating part of my message from September because it is
so important. Our Annual Congregational meeting is scheduled
for October 10th after the regular 10:15 service. All members are
invited to attend. We have a few important issues that need to be
voted on. There will be 3 open council positions that will need to
be filled at the meeting. Once the new council members are voted
in, the council will also need to appoint a new Vice-President and
Secretary. My year as Council President is also ending. Please
consider volunteering for one of these positions to help make important decisions that affect the entire congregation. Council
meets once a month and each member also sits on at least one
committee and attends that committee’s meetings as a liaison to
report back to council. It is not a large time commitment. Please
consider helping with this important work.
Something to think about: The church is there for you whenever
you need it. Are you there for the church when they need you?
Are you a member of our church or are you just a name on a list
or a picture in a directory?
Hopefully by the time you receive this newsletter, the work on the
bell tower will be complete or close to it. Thank you again to everyone who donated time and money to make this possible. We
couldn’t have done it without you!
We have signed a contract with a local architect to draw up plans
for the basement and help with selecting contractors to complete
necessary work. It will take some time to get the plans done and
identify contractors. Hopefully once we have the plans in hand,
work can move along quickly.
Great things are happening at Mount Zion! Hope to see you all in
church!
Yours in faith,
Missy Keller
Council President
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Local Shared Outreach Update
Our August focus collection items were Snacks:
Pudding Packs - 22
Cracker Packs - 14
Applesauce, Raisins, Fruit Cups & Fruit Snacks - 21
Granola & Cereal Bars - 14
Jello Cups - 4
Popcorn - 1 Honey Buns - 1
PB & Pretzels to-go - 1
for a total 78 focus items.
An additional 30 miscellaneous items were donated
for a monthly total of 108 items.
For the month of October our Focus Collection Items are:

Cleaning Products
For example:
Spic & Span
Mr. Clean
Windex
Pledge, Etc.
Jingle Project
The July/August/September Jingle Project Recipient was Jacob
Baran, A.K.A. The Sleigh-Man. The total collected will be reported
in next month’s newsletter.
For the October/November/December quarter we selected the
IM ABLE Foundation. This non-profit organization located in Wyomissing, PA, was founded by Chris Kaag. He was serving in the
Marines in 1997 when he was diagnosed at the age of 21 with
adrenomyeloneuropathy, or AML. This degenerative nerve condition gradually took his ability to walk. In Chris’s words, “After receiving my diagnosis I had to make a decision: I could either give
up and let my condition control my life or I could dig deep and
push on. I chose the latter. My choice to view my disability as a
personal stepping-stone and not as a crutch has given me opportunities I never thought possible. I hope that my story will motivate
others, disabled and able-bodied, to redefine the way they view
their own personal challenges. We all have obstacles, but it is how
we respond that makes us who we are.”
The IM ABLE Foundation mission is simple: “We remove obstacles that keep people with challenges on the sidelines, providing
them access to programs and equipment tailored to their needs
and a community of all abilities to support them.”
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Local Shared Outreach Update Continued
Labor of Love Day Scheduled!
We are excited to announce that our first date for this new outreach ministry will take place on:
Saturday, November 20 - 8 AM until 12 noon
Due to concerns about the uptick of the Delta variant, we have
decided to make this an outdoor only event. We hope this can
change by the time of our spring event. We have a team of
members from Mt. Zion and New Jerusalem Zion who will come
out to your home to help with outside tasks that you are unable
to accomplish by yourself.
Please contact our Project Coordinator Bill Frear at his cell
# 610-781-5860 or his email billfrear@gmail.com.
Possible tasks: raking leaves, cleaning out rain gutters (first floor
only), stowing away lawn furniture, changing porch light bulbs.
These are just some examples, please contact Bill and talk with
him about your needs. We want to help you!!!

Fundraising Committee News
Boscov’s “Friends Helping Friends”
Discount Shopping Passes
One Day! - In-Store Only! - Wednesday, October 20
Hours are 8 AM to 11 PM - Cost is $5.00
See Helen Wessner to purchase.
100% of all pass sales go to Mt. Zion. Sell to your coworkers, neighbors, family and friends to help support Mt. Zion.

Redner’s Save a Tape Program
Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the
receipt to qualify. We will receive a 1%
cash back for the total of your receipt.
Put your receipts in the container on the
table below the bulletin board.
We ask that you please place
ONLY Redner’s receipts in
the container and that you
do so in a timely manner, or
Redner’s may not accept them.
THANK YOU!!!
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Social Ministry Committee
Our committee met in September and we’ve planned a couple
new projects. We are excited to again be organizing ways to help
others in our local Berks County communities. Our hope is that
you will join us in these endeavors over the coming weeks.
Our first project is Birthday Bags for Shelter Kids. Throughout
the month of October we will be collecting the following items
that will be used to fill bags to celebrate children's birthdays. The
completed bags will go to Safe Berks and Opportunity House for
distribution to the children in their shelter programs. The families
will have access to the facility kitchens to bake the birthday cakes.
Safe Berks alone currently has 31 children in their programs. We
are looking for items suitable for boys and girls of various ages
ranging from 2 to 17 years old. We ask for only NEW items.

Cake mix

Frosting

Sprinkles

Candles for the cake

Birthday card

Birthday banner

Hygiene products

Bubbles

Bath/Shower items

Chalk

Board Books

Notebooks

Necklaces

Journals

Birthday Party Hats

Ear buds

Crayons & Coloring books

Nail Polish

Puzzles (different ages)

Markers

Stickers

Candy

We are looking for birthday cards that can be used for the smallest toddlers, and ones for elementary school age children, as well
as cards for the teenagers. We will fill the bags with age appropriate items from the donations we receive.
Please place your donations in the tub so marked under the table
at the bulletin board in the rear of the sanctuary.
Let’s give these children a very Happy Birthday Party!!!
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Social Ministry Committee Continued
Our second project is to make Sensory Mats to donate to nursing homes for use by their dementia patients. These mats are
also known as Fidget Cloths.
We will make our mats from the
supply of donated fabric that
we have on hand. For our Mt.
Zion crocheters, they can also
be crocheted. Items will then
be securely attached to the
mats. We have samples that
will be available to see on Sunday mornings.
We begin this project by seeking donations of the following items
to attach to the mats:

Zippers

Appliques

Textured trims

Rickrack

Small plastic rings (such as used for curtains)
Please place these items in the white plastic basket so marked
on the table in the rear of the sanctuary toward the bathrooms.
Watch for future details on the next steps in this project!
We thank you in advance for your support. If you have any questions about either of these new projects please see Janice Clemmer or Sharon Billger.
From the Windy Hill Garden Team:
We continue the harvest as the garden season is winding down.
We have now added red beets and potatoes to the vegetables
we are taking to the food pantries. As of the first week
of September we have harvested 1100 pounds of produce and 88 pounds of potatoes.

Guest Speaker Coming October 3, 2021
Dear Mt. Zion Members,
Please join us October 3, 2021 to hear The Rev. Bruce Potteiger
speak about a ministry providing direct relief to the poor throughout Latin America and the Caribbean.
Pastor Potteiger will share personal witness about Food For The
Poor’s mission to care for the destitute as a means of living out
the Gospel mandate to love one another.
Pastor Bruce was ordained in 1975 for the Northeast Pennsylvania Synod of the ELCA. He has served several congregations
including a three church parish and a shared ministry congregation, one ELCA and one United Church of Christ. He retired in
May 2015 and travelled on a mission trip to Haiti in July 2015.
Please join in welcoming Pastor Potteiger.
Food For The Poor
Food For The Poor began in 1982 in Jamaica. Today, our interdenominational Christian ministry serves the poor in primarily 17
countries throughout the Caribbean and Latin America. Thanks to
our faithful donors, we are able to provide food, housing, healthcare, education, fresh water, emergency relief, micro-enterprise
solutions and much more.
We are proud to have fed millions of people and provided more
than 15.7 billion dollars in aid.
Our faith inspires us to be an organization built on compassion,
and motivated by love. Our mission is to bring relief to the poorest
of the poor in the countries where we serve.
We strive to reflect God’s unconditional love. It’s a sacrificial love
that embraces all people regardless of race or religion. We believe that we can show His love by serving the “least of these” on
this earth as Christ challenged us to do in Matthew 25. We pray
that by God’s grace, and with your support, we can continue to
bring relief to the suffering and hope to the hopeless.
Help us serve the poorest of the poor.
- https://www.foodforthepoor.org/

We have started cleaning up some areas of the garden to get it
ready for its winter sleep.
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October 2021
Hurricane Relief
Hurricane Ida made landfall near New Orleans on Aug. 29 –
exactly 16 years after Hurricane Katrina. As a strong Category 4
storm, Hurricane Ida’s 150 mph winds, torrential rain and strong
storm surge caused widespread flooding and wind damage in
southeastern Louisiana and coastal Mississippi. On Sept. 1, the
remnants of Hurricane Ida barreled through the Northeast, leaving
devastation in their wake. New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey were hit with historic flash flooding and tornadoes touched
down in Maryland and New Jersey. Homes and subways filled
with water, cars were swept away and the death toll continues to
rise.
Meanwhile in Louisiana and in some parts of Mississippi, evacuees have been told not to return because many areas remain
without electricity and people are struggling to find gas, food and
clean water. The impact of Ida is yet to be fully assessed, but with
a hurricane of this scale, rebuilding will be costly and take years.
With extensive experience in accompanying communities throughout the relief and long-term recovery phases, Lutheran Disaster
Response is working with local ELCA synods and Lutheran social
service organizations to coordinate a response to Hurricane Ida.
Immediate needs will include basic necessities and temporary
housing. Long after the headlines change, Lutheran Disaster Response will continue to accompany communities on the journey of
rebuilding their homes and lives.
Gifts to "Hurricane Response – United States" will be used in full
(100%) to assist those affected by hurricanes until the response is
complete.
By Mail: Make checks payable to Lutheran Disaster Response.
Write "Hurricane Ida" on your check's memo line and send to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
P.O. Box 1809
Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
By Phone: Call 800-638-3522 to make a donation with a credit
card. Operators are ready to assist you Monday through Friday,
8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Central Time.
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is a 501 (c)(3)
non-profit organization. Your gifts are tax deductible as allowed by
law. The ELCA’s tax identification number is 41-1568278.
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PRAYER REMEMBERANCE
Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers.
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated.

Michael Berg, Martin Billger, Doris Boehm, Loretta Brown,
Sheldon Brubaker, Allen Button, Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper,
Christine Danenhower, Joyce Dietrich, Jack Franckowiak,
Judie Freeman, Barbara Geisler, Doug Graybill, Bill Green,
Tyler Grim, JoLynn Henninger, Elaine Henry, Wayne Iman,
David Kistler, Jean Krug, Emma Laigale, David Lewis, Joann
Lewis, Marilyn Miller, Nichole Miller, Russell Miller, Sharon
Miller, Della Noll, Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach,
Nancy Sanner, Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk, Steven Wasser,
Michael Weber, Judy Weisner, Jessica Wessner, Helen Wessner.

Please remember our
homebound members with
a card to let them know you
are thinking of them.

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS
Pauline Berlin

Jean & Lloyd Cooper

55 W. Daniel Road

335 Dotterer Road

Kutztown, PA 19530

Lenhartsville, PA 19534
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Upcoming October Events!
Rev. Bruce Potteiger, Guest Speaker
Sunday, October 3
See page 10 for details

October Service Calendar
2021
DATE

SUNDAY

3–
Oct

10:15 am
19
Pentecost

10–
Oct

10:15 am
20
Pentecost

Reformation Sunday

17–
Oct

10:15 am
21
Pentecost

Seen on a Church Sign

24–
Oct

10:15 am
22
Pentecost

31Oct

10:15 am
Reformation
Sunday

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, October 10
following morning worship
See page 4 for details

Columbus Day - Office Closed
Monday, October 11

Sunday, October 31
Wear Red!!!
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Recipe Of The Month

Worship & Music Committee
Thank you to everyone who brought donations for our annual
Harvest Home celebration held on August 29!
We had a wide variety of non-perishable foods and paper
products totaling 126 items.
The following garden produce was received: zucchini, watermelon, cabbage, peppers, sweet corn, red beets, tomatoes,
and gourds.
Additionally, we received $10.00 in monetary donations.

This month’s feature recipe was submitted by Shirley Burkhart.
She shared that this is a favorite, and good for a cold night!

Cheeseburger Soup
Ingredients:
1/2 pound ground beef
3/4 cup chopped onion
3/4 cup chopped celery
3/4 cup shredded carrots
1 t. dried basil
1 t. dried parsley flakes
3 T. butter
3 cups chicken broth
4 cups diced potatoes
1/4 cup flour
2 cups cubed American cheese
1 1/2 cups milk
3/4 t. salt
1/4 t. pepper
1/4 cup sour cream
Directions:

All donations were delivered the following day to Friend, Inc.,
Kutztown, for their food pantry. The staff was very thankful
for everything, including the gourds that their clients can use
for fall decorating.

Brown beef and onion. Add broth, vegetables, potatoes, basil and
parsley. Cook until soft.
In another skillet, melt butter, add flour. Cook and stir 2 minutes.
Reduce heat. Add milk, salt and pepper. Cook and stir until
thickened.
Add cheese and sour cream. Add to beef mixture.
Makes scant 2 quarts.

Thank you for sharing the bounty the Lord has provided!

To have your favorite fall/winter/holiday season recipe featured in
a future newsletter email it to me at nighthawk2@dejazzd.com or
give it to me at church.
- Editor
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3-Oct

Colin

Kohler

3-Oct

Avery

Langston

4-Oct

Dayne

Losito

7-Oct

John

7-Oct

Happy
Birthday !

October Worship Service Support
Oct 3

10:15 AM

Theres

Acolyte

TBD

Bonnie

Scott

Greeters

Diane & Ed German

8-Oct

Dawn

Gibson

Lector

Confirmation Class

8-Oct

Laura

Wanamaker

Ushers

None at this time.

9-Oct

Kourtney

Dietrich

Comm. Asst. None at this time.

10-Oct

Miranda

Morstatt

11-Oct

Michael

Dietrich

12-Oct

Jacob

Horwath

12-Oct

Rebecca

12-Oct

Francesca

Kaschak

14-Oct

Brenda

14-Oct

Note: Individuals celebrating
Birthdays and Anniversaries are
remembered in the intercessory
prayers of the congregation at
Sunday Worship prior to the date
of their birthday or anniversary.

Flowers

Bulletins
Oct 10

10:15 AM

Acolyte

TBD

Greeters

Bonnie & Dean Scott

Gardner

Lector

Melissa Keller

Herman

Danenhower

Ushers

None at this time.

14-Oct

Scott

Zettlemoyer

Comm. Asst. None at this time.

14-Oct

Jennifer

15-Oct

Fay

Podlesny

17-Oct

Brad

Bower

18-Oct

Diane

Kern

19-Oct

Allison

Smolinsky

20-Oct

Marion

Tiedge

21-Oct

Denise

Snyder

25-Oct

Ashley

Follweiler

25-Oct

Marnie

Derr

26-Oct

Susan

Jaynes

28-Oct

Claudine

29-Oct

Peyton

30-Oct

Diane

30-Oct

Jean

30-Oct

Paula

10/03/1998
Gamboa 10/09/1999
10/10/1998
Snyder 10/13/1973
Laub
10/13/1973
Cooper 10/16/2004
10/22/2005
Dietrich 10/28/1972

30-Oct

Duane

Wanamaker

Batz

Bruno

Happy
Anniversary !
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Stacy & Thomas Russo
Karen & Daniel Billger
Helen & Dominic Fiorentino
Janice & Kenneth Clemmer
Vasilia & LeRoy Hinkle
Tonya & Justin Paul Wilkes
Allison & Frank Smolinsky
Martin & Sharon Billger

Flowers

Dan, Michelle, and Briahna Batz in Celebration of Rebecca’s
15th Birthday.

Bulletins
Oct 17

10:15 AM

Acolyte

TBD

Greeters

Glenn Landon , Doris Behm

Lector

Sharon Billger

Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst

None at this time.

Flowers

Janice and Kenneth Clemmer in Celebration of their
48th Wedding Anniversary.

Bulletins
Oct 24

10:15 AM

Acolyte

TBD

Greeters

Janice & Kenneth Clemmer

Lector

Lorrie Arndt
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October Worship Service Support continued
Oct 24

10:15 AM continued

Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst

None at this time.

Food For Thought!
- What can the Creator like better than a joyful creation?
(From the works of Gotthold Ephraim Lessing, German Poet)

- You do not know how heavy is the burden
you do not bear.

Flowers
Bulletins

Sharon and Martin Billger in Celebration of their
49th Wedding Anniversary.

Oct 31

10:15 AM

Acolyte

TBD

Greeters

Greg & Julie Schappell

Lector

Greg Schappell

Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst

None at this time.

- When the Lord shakes your tree of life so
that the leaves fall: He wants you to better
see the bright sky through the bare boughs
and branches.
- Submitted by Pastor Hans U. Dietze, Germany

Flowers
Bulletins

Prayer of St. Francis

We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in October.
Please consider commemorating a special
event or memory of a loved one with a
donation of flowers or bulletins. Thank you!

Quote of the Day
Although the threads of my life have often
seemed knotted, I know, by faith, that on the
other side of the embroidery there is a crown.
- Corrie ten Boom

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
Where there is sadness, joy;
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so
much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen
Monday, October 4, 2021, Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement
God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit
ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and
to serve others.
Guiding Principles
Jesus is Lord and Savior
Seek to be in relationship with God
Ensure that everyone is welcome
Encourage generosity toward others
Live the faith
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