
  

 

Mount Zion 

  Glad Tidings 

September 2021 

Labor Day - Church Office Closed  
Monday, September 6 

October Newsletter Deadline 
Wednesday, September 8 

Rally Day 
Sunday School 9 AM 

Return to regular worship time 10:15 AM 
Sunday, September 12 

Happy Grandparents Day! 
Sunday, September 12 

Start of Confirmation Class 
Sunday, September 19 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 
 
 

1343 Long Lane Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday 
9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210 
 
 

Vicar............................Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
Cell phone  972-839-9363 
Email   jtheydt@gmail.com 

 
         Church Secretary…….……………...Suzy Donchez  
         Church Council President………….Melissa Keller 
         Church Council Vice President……..Matt Dietrich 
    Church Council Secretary…………….Jenn O’Neil 
         Treasurer…………………………….April Osterstock 
         Financial Secretary………………...Andrew Dietrich 
         Minister of Music……………………….Sylvia Keller 
         Church Sexton……………………….... 
         Webpage …………………………….April Osterstock 
         Newsletter Editor……………………..Sharon Billger 

 

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com and 
mtzion6210@verizon.net 

Please submit items by the 15th of the month. 

 

NOTE: Due to upcoming vacation, the October newsletter 

deadline is September 8, a week earlier than the usual 15th.   

PLEASE have your information submitted to Sharon and Suzy 
by September 8 in order for it to be included. 

 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/  
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From The Vicar:    

 

“When he entered the house, the blind men came to him; 
and Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe that I am able to 
do this?’ They said to him, ‘Yes, Lord.’”           
          - Matthew 9:28 

He might have added….”or do you have your fingers crossed?” 
The blind men responded by affirming their belief that Jesus 
could give them their sight. The account ends with … “and their 
eyes were opened.” It’s a sobering truth that in all of our human 
ventures, belief is essential to the creation of that in which we 
believe. 

We are not here to spend our energies on trivialities. We’re here 
to answer the challenge of evil with dedication to the good be-
cause we believe in it. We’re here to sustain and support the val-
ues that endure beyond time. Involved as we are in our own 
struggles, we’re here to lend our strength to the kingdom of God 
and in which we believe. 

The Christian faith is by no means uncritical or irrational, but it 
still remains true that we believe in order to know and under-
stand. Jesus put the truth simply when he said, “He who will do…
shall know.” That is to say, knowledge of the truth awaits belief 
enough to experiment with it. Faith is an experiment which ends 
in an experience. It’s willingness to risk experiment in order to 
showing the experience is valid. Either we believe enough to risk 
our ventures in obedience to Christ or we never know the re-
demptive power of faith in him. Debate proves nothing, but an 
experiment which ends in an experience is decisive. 

Belief in Jesus Christ or belief in God is something more than an 
affirmation of fact. It’s an affirmation of trust…of confidence. If I 
believe in Christ as a revelation of both the nature and will of 
God, I willingly risk experiment in order to know the truth of what I 
believe. The blind men who came to Jesus seeking healing be-
lieved in love and the healing power of the master before their 
experience validated their belief. “Do you believe that I am able 
to do this?” 

They didn’t cross their fingers. They responded, “we do believe,” 
and “their eyes were opened.” 

We need to believe in order that God may find us. Aware of their 
need, the two blind men opened the door to God’s power in  
Christ. Both love and power were there awaiting belief. When we  

(continued next page) 
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believe, God finds us with his power and his love. God is seeking 
us whether we like it or not. We’re not free from his seeking no 
matter how much we may wish to avoid him. 

It’s in believing in the love of God revealed in Christ that we 
come to know God has found us. In that knowledge is our salva-
tion and our hope……”Do you believe that I am able to find 
you?”…..or….do you cross your fingers? 
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A Message From Our Council President 

Where did the summer go?  Our children are back at school and 
fall is just a few weeks away.  Rally day and the first day of Sun-
day school is scheduled for September 12th.  Confirmation class 
will start on Sunday, September 19th.  If your child is in seventh 
or eighth grade, they are eligible to join confirmation class.  We 
show quite a few children in our congregation that are eligible.  
Please bring them to participate in the next step of their spiritual 
growth. 

Our Annual Congregational meeting is scheduled for October 
10th after the regular 10:15 service.  All members are invited to 
attend.  Last month I mentioned that it was time to start thinking 
about how you could be of service to the church.  There will be 3 
open council positions that will need to be filled at the meeting.  
Please consider volunteering for one of these positions to help 
make important decisions that affect the entire congregation.  
Council meets once a month and each member also sits on at 
least one committee and attends that committee’s meetings as a 
liaison to report back to council.  It is not a large time commit-
ment.  Please consider helping with this important work. 

Our Property Committee has been hard at work.  This month, the 
stonework on the bell tower should be starting.  It’s a long await-
ed project that you all helped to fund.  The work will take 4-5 
weeks, so please use caution when using the front entrance 
closest to the bell tower.  Even though you might not see it, there 
is progress on the basement.  Drywall & electrical work are al-
most completed.  Please stay tuned for any additional work days 
that might be scheduled and consider sharing some of your time 
to help out.  We have started discussions with a local architect to 
draw up plans for the basement and help to design our new 
kitchen.  We have 2 potential contractors for the flooring and the 
Property Committee is searching for contractors for the ceiling 
and kitchen so that we can get into their schedules so they can 
begin work as soon as we are ready for them. 

Great things are happening at Mount Zion!  Hope to see you all 
in church! 
 
      Yours in faith, 

      Missy Keller 

      Council President 
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Local Shared Outreach Update 

Our July focus collection items were Drink Mixes & Juice Boxes:  
Drink Mixes - 13  Juice Boxes - 12 

Kool-Aid Packs - 5       for a total 30 focus items. 

And additional 32 miscellaneous items were donated 

for a monthly total of 62 items.  

For the month of September our Focus Collection Items are: 

Paper Products 

For example: 

Paper Towels,  

Toilet Paper, 

Tissues, 

Napkins 

Jingle Project 

We continue with Jacob Baran, A.K.A. The Sleigh-Man as the 
recipient for the July/August/September quarter. 

See page 11 for the thank you card we received from last quar-
ter’s recipient, Forgotten Felines and Fidos.  

LABOR OF LOVE DAY 

We continue to seek volunteers to join our team for this new out-
reach ministry. 

This is not a huge commitment.  It is one-half day in the 
Spring and/or one-half day in the Fall.  If you can’t help 
at both, one is great! 

Can you help members of Mt. Zion and New Jerusalem 
Zion who need a helping hand around their house or 
property?   

Can you give some of your time to help change a 
light bulb, move some furniture, rake some leaves, 
move a window air conditioner, store away sea-
sonal items such as lawn furniture in fall, snow 
shovels in the spring? 

Please contact Sharon Billger at nighthawk2@dejazzd.com or 
610-682-7038 to be a part of this new ministry! 
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Fundraising Committee News! 

NOW ON SALE!  

Boscov’s  “Friends Helping Friends” Discount Shopping Passes  

One Day!   -   In-Store Only! 

Wednesday, October 20  -  Hours are 8 AM to 11 PM 

See Helen Wessner to make your pass purchase - cost is $5.00. 

100% of all pass sales go to Mt. Zion.        

Boscov’s charges us nothing for the passes.   

Ask your co-workers, neighbors, family and 

friends if they shop Boscov’s and would like to 

buy a shopping pass and help support Mt. Zion.   

If 20 members each sell 20 passes we make $2000 for Mt. Zion!!! 

Sponsorships Needed for New Kitchen Stove 

The Fundraising Committee has expressed interest in obtaining a 
commercial type propane stove for the new kitchen.  This is of con-
siderable expense and therefore they will be asking for help in fi-
nancing such an item.  The committee will be conducting a spon-
sorship campaign to raise the funds needed for the stove.  

Details will be presented in the near future when more cost details 
have been gathered.  We hope you will be able to help the commit-
tee raise the needed funds so that we can proceed with the kitchen 
renovation and get back to holding fundraising activities and also 
again start to hold our fellowship Sunday Brunches.     

Redner’s Save a Tape Program 

Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.  
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the  

receipt to qualify.  We will receive a 1% 
cash back for the total of your receipt.  
Put your receipts in the container on the 
table below the bulletin board.   
We ask that you please place              
ONLY Redner’s receipts in                   
the container and that you                     
do so in a timely manner, or                
Redner’s may not accept them.                       

         THANK YOU!!! 
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Social Ministry Committee News: 

 From the Windy Hill Garden Team: 

We continue harvesting vegetables from the garden 

to deliver to area food banks.  They are all happy to 

receive the fresh produce for their pantry clients. 

Work days are usually Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 9 AM.  

Check with Janice Clemmer at 610-683-7901 before heading out to 

be sure we are in the garden that day. 

Committee Meeting Scheduled! 

Our committee will be meeting on Monday, September 13, at 7 PM.  

We will be discussing upcoming projects. All are welcome to attend 

and bring your ideas!!! 

 

Change of Newsletter Deadline 

 for October Edition!!! 

 
Due to upcoming vacation, the October newsletter deadline is 
September 8, a week earlier than the usual 15th.   

PLEASE have your information submitted to Sharon at night-
hawk2@dejazzd.com and Suzy at mtzion6210@verizon.net by 
September 8 in order for it to be included. 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting!  

 The Council has set the annual                   

congregational meeting for  

Sunday, October 10,                          

                      following the 10:15 AM worship service.  

 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend this        

important meeting.  There are important items requiring 
your vote.  There will be committee reports available and   

a budgetary review for the new fiscal year.   

    Thank you,   
    Mt. Zion Church Council 
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American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life Update 

Relay Around the World!  

Kutztown Fairgrounds,    

Saturday, September 25, 3 to 9 PM                                                                  

Kutztown University Radio Students will DJ the event. 

The time schedule is as follows: 

3 PM Grand Opening 

5 PM Survivor Ceremony followed by Dessert Reception 

7:30 PM  Luminary Ceremony 

8:30 PM Closing 

If you would like to join us at anytime throughout                         
the afternoon or evening please let us know,                                  

you are welcome to do so! 

Cancer Survivors please note! 

You are invited to attend this relay event. 

Please register by calling 1-800-227-2345                                               

so they are prepared with supplies and food for                         

the number of people in attendance. 

Mt. Zion’s Relay Walkers on the Angels of Hope Team, 
St. Paul’s UCC, Kutztown 

Sharon & Martin Billger, Diane German, and Helen Wessner 
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Worship & Music Committee 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Rally Day  -  Sunday, September 12  

 This is the start of Mt. Zion’s fall schedule of 

Worship at 10:15 AM 

and the return of Sunday School at 9 AM. 

Confirmation Class News! 

The Mt Zion Confirmation Class will resume classes on Sunday, 
September 19th, 2021 from 9:00 - 10:00 AM.  If there are any 
upcoming 7th or 8th grade students that are not already receiving 
emails regarding class, please let Michelle Batz know at  

mirebatz@gmail.com or 484-221-0257.   

If anyone is interested in helping to teach or be involved with 
Youth Group, we would love your help!  

We are so excited to bring everyone back and are                 
looking forward to a great year!  

Looking Ahead ! - The Rev. Bruce Potteiger from Food For 
The Poor will be our guest speaker on Sunday, October 3.  
Watch for details next month! 

Mt Zion’s Praise Band Needs You !   

Do you have talents that you can share?    

We are trying to restart the praise band. 
We are looking for instrumentalists and 

singers who can read music.  You must be able to work inde-
pendently due to the short number of practices.  We are looking 
for people who can fill some gaps in the group.   

Previously we practiced Tuesday evenings at 6:30 PM and per-
formed on the third Sunday of the month.  This schedule is sub-
ject to change with the availability of the members’ schedules.  
Whether you play the guitar, keyboard, or just want to sing, 
please contact April at AOster43@verizon.net or at 484/358-
3858.   

mailto:mirebatz@gmail.com
mailto:AOster43@verizon.net
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Mt Zion received this                   

Thank You card from                      

Forgotten Felines and Fidos 

    

       8-12-21 

Dear members of Mt. Zion Lutheran church, 

 On behalf of all the volunteers of Forgotten Felines & 

Fidos, we want to thank the members of your church for your 

very generous monetary donation to our shelter.  We appreciate 

your kindness and support for all the special animals at our shel-

ter. 

Because of your goodness of your hearts, we will be able to take 

care of these precious animals.  They are God’s creatures. 

Thank you again!   The Staff 

Food for Thought 

Taken from Vicar Heydt’s Children's Message on August 8: 

If you think of yourself as a crème-filled        
Twinkie/Krumpet, 

What is your 
filling? 
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September 2021 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. 

A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated. 

Michael Berg, Martin Billger, Doris Boehm, Loretta Brown,  

Sheldon Brubaker, Allen Button, Jean Cooper, Lloyd Cooper, 

Joyce Dietrich, Jack Franckowiak, Judie Freeman,  

Barbara Geisler, Doug Graybill, Bill Green, Tyler Grim,  

JoLynn Henninger, Elaine Henry, Wayne Iman, David Kistler, 

Jean Krug, Emma Laigale, David Lewis, Joann Lewis, Marilyn 

Miller, Nichole Miller, Russell Miller, Sharon Miller, Della Noll,  

Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach, Nancy Sanner, 

Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk, Steven Wasser, Michael Weber,  

Judy Weisner, Jessica Wessner, Helen Wessner. 
  

Please remember our                

homebound members with                                

a card to let them know you              

are thinking of them.  

  

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS 

     Mary Derr          Myrtle Weisner 

     8 Parker Drive         Berks Heim Room B2-232-2 

     Kutztown, PA  19530        1011 Berks Road 

           Leesport, PA  19533 
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Thrivent Membership  

When people think of Thrivent benefits of membership, they tend 

to think about Thrivent Action Teams and Live Generously® T-

shirts. But there is more. When you join Thrivent, you become 

part of something bigger. You share in the collective ownership of 

the company and you’re part of a community of people looking out 

for others. In addition to Thrivent’s financial expertise and solu-

tions, membership provides eligible clients with tools and re-

sources to make it easy to give of yourself and live a more mean-

ingful life. Let’s take a deeper dive into some the benefits offered. 

Volunteer & Give - Make a Meaningful Impact, together: 

Thrivent Member Networks 

Bringing together regional groups of Thrivent clients for impactful 

educational and community-giving events.  We are in the Mid-

Atlantic member network.  This is a community of Thrivent clients 

like you - committed to helping each other make local impacts and 

reach financial goals. From generosity programs like Thrivent Ac-

tion Teams and our Habitat for Humanity partnership, to financial 

workshops, social events and more—our Thrivent Member Net-

work helps you make the most of all you've been given.  

Thrivent Choice 

Donate directly to your favorite causes and nonprofits. Thrivent 

takes care of the processing fees.  Through Thrivent Choice, you 

can contribute to organizations and causes you care about , such 

as Mt. Zion – and influence how Thrivent distributes some of its 

charitable funding.  

Disaster Response 

When a natural disaster strikes, many of us ask, "What can I do?" 

Thrivent’s disaster relief efforts provide immediate relief and long-

term support to the people and communities most affected by re-

gional and national disasters. There are five ways you can help:  

 1. Personal Donations with 100% of your donation going right to 

the cause. 

(continued next page) 
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September Service Calendar 

2017 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER OF 
WORSHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 

ASSIST    

HOLY 
COM-
MUNI
ON 

COMMENTS 

5-
Sept 

9:00 am 
15              

Pentecost  
ELW Linda Yes Malotte’s Lord’s Prayer 

12-
Sept 

10:15 am 
16              

Pentecost 
ELW Greg Yes 

Rally Day 
Sunday School 9 AM 
Return to 10:15 AM    

Worship 

19-
Sept 

10:15 am 
17              

Pentecost 
ELW Sue Yes 

Confirmation Class      
Start-up 

26-
Sept 

10:15 am 
18              

Pentecost 
ELW Marcia Yes  

(Continued from page 15) 

2. Choice Dollars– Direct your Choice Dollars to help provide 

disaster victims with support as they begin to recover. 

3. Local Support - Thrivent Actions Teams working together to 

raise funds for disaster relief. 

4. Connect with the member network to see how they are re-

sponding and find how you can join in to help. 

5. Assist by participating in long-term rebuilding efforts through 

the Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent partnership. 

To learn out about more benefits of Thrivent membership visit 

www.thrivent.com.  

     Sharon C. Billger 

     Mt. Zion’s Thrivent Liaison 
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Upcoming September Events!  

 
   Labor Day 

Church Office Closed 

Monday, September 6 
 

 

 

October Newsletter Deadline 

Wednesday, September 8 
 
 

 

Rally Day 

Sunday School 9 AM 

 Return to regular worship time 

Sunday, September 12 
Worship with Holy Communion                 

       at 10:15 AM   
 

 
 

Happy Grandparents Day! 

Sunday, September 12 
 

 
 

Start of Confirmation Class 

Sunday, September 19 
 See page 10 for details 
 
 
 

Looking Ahead to October 

Rev. Bruce Potteiger, Food For The Poor 

Guest Speaker 

Sunday, October 3 
 Details in next month’s newsletter 
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Did You Know? 

Another term for Communion is 

Eucharist  

From the Greek eucharistia 

Which means 

Thanksgiving! 

As per Vicar Heydt’s Sermon on August 22. 

 

 

 

 

Further, Did You Know? 

We have a specially trained 5-person                               
Eucharistic Visitation Team led by Vicar Heydt: 

Sharon Billger 

Linda Grim 

April Osterstock 

Sue Stemko 

The team visits our shut-in members monthly on a rotating basis 
taking the Eucharist to them.  Our visits are looked for and ap-

preciated by our shut-ins.  And we Eucharistic Visitors have be-
come fond of the visits as well, they are very meaningful to us. 
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1-Sept    Vasilia Hinkle 

1-Sept  Kenneth Sanner 

2-Sept Tammy Miller 

3-Sept Ian Reinhard 

4-Sept Bryan Keller 

5-Sept Elaine Zeigler 

6-Sept Mackenzy Trievel 

8-Sept Andrew Frederick 

9-Sept Melissa Keller 

9-Sept Katelyn O’Neill 

13-Sept Maria Meigio 

15-Sept Susan Stemko 

15-Sept Nichole Miller 

15-Sept Daniel Snyder 

16-Sept Stacey Russo 

16-Sept Jayda Rutherford 

17-Sept Sarah O’Neill 

17-Sept Harper Langston 

19-Sept Anna Wanamaker 

19-Sept David Kistler 

19-Sept Zachory Russo 

20-Sept Elsie Majka 

20-Sept Weston Knutsen 

21-Sept Sylas Miller 

Note: Individuals celebrating 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
remembered in the intercessory 
prayers of the congregation at 
Sunday Worship prior to the date 
of their birthday or anniversary. 

09/01/2002  Jennifer & Jody Klinger 

09/02/2013  Timi & Keith Bauscher 

09/10/1983  Lorraine & Joey Arndt 

09/12/2009  Kristin & Kyle Kohler 

09/16/2017  Noah & Angelica Grube 

09/18/2004  Tiffany & Shawn Losito 

09/18/2010  Gwen & Ryan Dietrich 

09/20/2003  Denise & Daniel Snyder 

09/21/2018  Francesca &  
                                  Dylan Kaschak 

09/22/1973  Debra & Kenny Dietrich 

09/22/2007  Stefanie & Brandon Scholl 

09/23/1995  Melissa & Bryan Keller 

23-Sept Michael Gubich 

23-Sept Steven Rettstadt 

23-Sept Samuel Horwath 

23-Sept Frank Fritzinger 

26-Sept Amanda Gubich 

27-Sept Gregory Schappell 

27-Sept Joshua Weist 

27-Sept Rachel Fegley 

27-Sept Alexis Stemko 

28-Sept William Green 

30-Sept Paul Miller 

Happy   
Birthday ! 

Happy    
Anniversary ! 
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September Worship Service Support 
 Sept 5 9:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Sue Stemko, Shirley Burkhart 

Lector Confirmation Class  

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers Jean Wetzel in Memory of Loved Ones & Ernest Wetzel. 

Bulletins Sue Stemko In Memory of her Son Sean. 

Sept 12 10:15AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Arlene & Richard Schmeck 

Lector Marcia Green 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

Sept 19 10:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Esther Kerr, Nancy Miller 

Lector Michelle Batz 

Ushers  None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

Sept 26 10:15 AM 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Wanamaker Family 

Lector Jean Gaston 

Ushers None at this time. 
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We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in September.                             

Please consider commemorating a special event                     

or memory of a loved one with a donation                             

of flowers or bulletins.    Thank you! 

September Worship Service Support continued 

Sept 26 10:15 AM   

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers In Celebration of Bryan & Melissa Keller’s 26th Wedding Anniversary. 

Bulletins  

Seen On A Roadside Sign 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So smile and world will smile with you! 

 

All people smile  

in the same  

language! 
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Recipe Of The Month 

This month’s feature recipe was submitted by April Osterstock.   
September is peak season for many varieties of apples.  Why 
don’t you give this recipe a try? 

 Easy Apple Dumplings 

These apples dumplings can be frozen and served at a later 
time.  However, wait to make the sauce until you’re ready to 
serve them.  Prepare apples in crust only.  Place in bags and 
freeze.  They will stay good for up to 3 months.  Bake an extra 
10-15 minutes if frozen. 

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 

Ingredients: 

6 small to midsize apples,  
       peeled and cored. 

Syrup: 
1 c sugar 2 c water 
3 tb butter ¼ tsp cinnamon  
Mix together in saucepan.  Bring to boil.  Boil 3 minutes and 
remove from heat. 
 
Dumpling mix: 
Mix together  
1/2 c sugar 1/4 tsp cinnamon 
 
1 package premade pie crust for (2) 9” pies 
3 tsp butter cut into halves       

Directions: 

On a lightly floured surface, roll out pastry dough to a 21”x14” 
rectangle.  Cut into 6 squares.  Place one peeled and cored 
apple in center of each square.   
Fill the center of each apple with 4 tsp Dumpling sugar mix and 
1/2 tsp butter. 

Moisten edges of crust with water, bring up corners over ap-
ples, pinch edges to seal. 
Place in ungreased 13”x9” baking dish. 

Pour syrup around apples.  Bake until golden brown and apples 
are tender (about 45 minutes).  Serve warm.  Delicious with 
milk or ice cream! 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 
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