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Church Office Hours
Monday through Friday
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Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210
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Cell phone 972-839-9363
Email jtheydt@gmail.com
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Treasurer………………………………April Osterstock
Financial Secretary………………....Andrew Dietrich
Minister of Music………………….…….Sylvia Keller
Church Sexton………………….……....Martin Billger
Webpage ………………………….….April Osterstock
Newsletter Editor………………….…..Sharon Billger

Turn Clocks Back - Saturday, November 6
All Saints Day - Sunday, November 7
Veterans Day - Office Closed - Thursday, November 11
Thanksgiving Observance - Sunday, November 14

Labor of Love Day - Saturday, November 20
Christ the King Sunday - Sunday, November 21

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com and
mtzion6210@verizon.net

Please submit items by the

15th of the month.

Our webpage

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/

Thanksgiving Day - Thursday, November 25
Church Office Closed - Friday, November 26

First Sunday of Advent - Sunday, November 28
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From The Vicar:

A Message from the Council President

In case you missed the Congregational meeting last
month, this appeared as my report:

“they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.”
To me, it’s no coincidence that Mt. Zion’s Annual Congregational
Meeting is held in October; the month celebrating the Reformation of the Church. After all, it’s at this meeting that we take a
look at what transpired over the past year and what your gifts of
time, talent, and finance have helped this congregation accomplish within and without this gathering of its membership.

And then, we are presented with our challenges for the coming
year, and by faith, we accept the challenges before us. It’s time
once again to RE FORM our efforts to meet what is before us.
Once again, as members, we have the opportunity to serve and
give rather than to view our membership as an obligation to do
so.
Yes, we were interrupted in our efforts by the effects of a hurricane, a flooded-out basement, a demolition of the same, funding
the repairs to the bell tower, finding ways to Re Form the Fellowship Hall and funding for that, and then, a world-wide pandemic that caused us to think of new ways to deal with our mission of bringing the Gospel to our members and the world beyond us.

As hopeless as it seemed at times, and still may, WE are gifted
in such a way with members, that WE WILL overcome these
challenges. How, you say? Because WE have been GIFTED
with our membership.
Church membership is a gift. A gift must be treasured. It
should not be taken for granted or considered lightly. Because it’s a gift, we must always be thankful for it, and when we
are thankful for a gift, we naturally want to respond with appreciation to the Giver. We consider it a privilege to serve our King
and so we look for opportunities at the church we serve.
I am humbled and honored to serve and to love others in our
church. I pray that I will never take my membership for
granted, but see it as a gift and opportunity to be part of
something so much greater than any one person or member.
Church membership is a gift, a joyous gift. Treat it as
such.
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A new church fiscal year is underway. On October 10 th, we had
our annual congregational meeting. Sadly, our attendance was
low. We shared a recap of the prior year. We were able to appoint one new council member by acclamation. The council still
needs to appoint 2 more members. The congregation voted to
allow council to take out a loan for basement repairs if necessary. I challenged all members to join at least one church committee this year. Try it out. If you don’t like it, try another one.
We are Mt. Zion!
Despite the challenges we face to get more help to run the
church, to repair the basement, and to help the community, November is a month of Thanksgiving.
Each time I start to pray, regardless of why I am praying, I begin
by thanking God for all of my blessings: my family, our friends,
our jobs, our health, our church family, etc. Only after I am done
giving thanks do I get to the reason for my prayer. And there’s
not always a reason for my prayer, but I give thanks anyway.

Begin your prayers with thanks always. Here are some verses to
give you inspiration:
1 Chronicles 16:34 (ESV)-Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is
good; for His steadfast love endures forever!
Psalm 118:24 (ESV)-This is the day that the LORD has made; let
us rejoice and be glad in it.
1 Chronicles 29:13 (NKJV)-Now therefore, our God, we thank
You and praise Your glorious name.
Psalm 107:1-3 (ESV)-Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is
good, for His steadfast love endures forever! Let the redeemed
of the LORD say so, whom He has redeemed from trouble and
gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from
the north and from the south.
2 Corinthians 9:15-Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!
Hebrews 12:28 (NIV)-Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship
God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our "God is a consuming fire."
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV)-Rejoice always, pray continually,
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in
Christ Jesus.
(continued next page)
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Philippians 4:4-7 (NIV)-Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it
again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Isaiah 12:4-5 (NASB)-And on that day you will say, "Give thanks
to the LORD, call on His name. Make known His deeds among
the peoples; make them remember that His name is exalted."
Praise the LORD in song, for He has done glorious things; let
this be known throughout the earth.
Great things are happening at Mount Zion! Hope to see you all
in church!
Yours in faith,
Missy Keller
Council President

Local Shared Outreach Update
Our September focus collection items were Paper Products:
Toilet Paper Rolls - 64
Tissue Boxes - 32
Paper Towel Rolls - 26
Napkin Packs - 5
for a total 127 focus items.

An additional 105 miscellaneous items were donated
for a monthly total of 232 items.
Our November focus items for Friend, Inc. are foods needed to
make up Christmas meal boxes for their clients:

Canned Cranberry Sauce
Jar Applesauce
Large can/bottle Fruit Juice

Cookies
Can Cocoa or Coffee
Mt. Zion’s Newly Installed Council Members
The following persons were installed as Mt. Zion’s Church
Council on Sunday, October 17, 2021:
Melissa Keller (President)
Michelle Fegely (Vice President)
Karen Wanamaker (Secretary)
Daniel Batz
Jean Gaston
William Green
Noah Grube
Greg Schappell
April Osterstock (Treasurer-Exec. Committee, Non-Council)
Our Appreciation Extended
to Diane German, Matt Dietrich, and Jenn O’Neil
who fulfilled their terms on Mt. Zion’s Council.
Editor’s Note: At the time of this writing one Church Council seat
remains unfilled. We are also seeking a youth
volunteer for church council.
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Our friends at New Jerusalem Zion UCC will collect the remaining
items. We will be working jointly to fill the meal boxes. Any extra
items will be given to Friend for their food pantry.
Please help us make the Christmas holiday brighter
for area families in need.

Jingle Project
The total collected during the July/August/September quarter for
Jacob Baran and his Sleigh-Man project to assist families in need
is $387.50.
If you know of a family in need of assistance and could use the
delivery of a care package from The Sleigh-Man, please let Jacob
or his family know. You can also give the information to a member of our LSO group and we will pass it on.

We continue with the IM ABLE Foundation as the recipient for
the October/November/December quarter.
We thank you for your ongoing support of these outreach projects.
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Local Shared Outreach Update Continued
Labor of Love Day!
Saturday, November 20 - 8 AM until 12 Noon
We have a team of volunteers from Mt. Zion and New Jerusalem

Zion who will meet at Mt. Zion and disperse to member homes
to assist with outdoor tasks.
If you have any outdoor tasks that you are
unable to accomplish by yourself,
WE WANT TO HELP YOU!
Please contact our Project Coordinator Bill Frear at his cell
# 610-781-5860 or his email billfrear@gmail.com.

Fundraising Committee!

Social Ministry Committee
We are extending our Birthday Bags for Shelter Kids project
through Sunday, November 14. The completed bags will go to
Safe Berks and Opportunity House for distribution to the children
in their shelter programs. We are looking for items suitable for
boys and girls of various ages ranging from 2 to 17 years old.
We ask for only NEW items.

Cake mix

Frosting

Sprinkles

Candles for the cake

Birthday cards

Birthday banners

Hygiene products

Bubbles

Bath/Shower items

Chalk

Board Books

Notebooks

Necklaces

Journals

Birthday Party Hats

Ear buds

Crayons & Coloring books

Nail Polish

Puzzles (different ages)

Markers

Stickers

Candy

Thank you to everyone who supported our Boscov’s
“Friends Helping Friends” fundraiser by purchasing $5.00
discount shopping passes.
We appreciate your support!

We are looking for birthday cards that can be used for the smallest toddlers, and ones for elementary school age children, as well
as cards for the teenagers. We will fill the bags with age appropriate items from the donations we receive.

Redner’s Save a Tape Program

Please place your donations in the tub so marked under the table
at the bulletin board in the rear of the sanctuary.

Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery Store.
You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the
receipt to qualify. We will receive a 1%
cash back for the total of your receipt.
Put your receipts in the container on the
table below the bulletin board.
We ask that you please place
ONLY Redner’s receipts in
the container and that you
do so in a timely manner, or
Redner’s may not accept them.
THANK YOU!!!
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Let’s give these children a very Happy Birthday Party!!!
We continue with our collection of items for our Sensory Mat project. We will collect these items through the end of the year.
We will make our mats from the supply of donated fabric that we
have on hand. For our Mt. Zion crocheters, they can also be crocheted. Items will then be securely attached to the mats. We
have samples available to see on Sunday mornings.
(continued next page)
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Social Ministry Committee Continued
We are seeking donations of the following items to attach to the
mats:

Zippers

Appliques

Textured trims

Rickrack

Small plastic rings (such as used for curtains)
Please place these items in the white plastic basket so marked
on the table in the rear of the sanctuary toward the bathrooms.
The sample mats are next to the basket.

We thank you for your support of these projects. If you have
any questions about either of these projects please see Janice
Clemmer or Sharon Billger.
From the Windy Hill Garden Team:
The final total for the produce harvested from this year’s garden
is 1367 pounds which was distributed to Friend Inc.,
Kutztown, and Keystone Military Families, Shoemakersville. This produce helped area families have fresh and
nutritious foods for their tables. The garden volunteers
put in a total of 152 hours working in the garden. It was another successful year thanks to the hard work and efforts of the
Garden Team!

Angel Tree Project
We will again be participating in the
Annual Christmas Cheer Program
through Friend, Inc.
We will be receiving the names of
15 children to purchase clothing
gifts for Christmas.
The names will be displayed as in
other years on a small Christmas
tree placed in the upstairs hallway
beginning Sunday, November 14.
The gifts will need to be returned, UNWRAPPED, by Sunday,
December 5.
9

Upcoming Time Change!!!
Daylight Savings Time ends at

2:00 AM on Sunday, November 6,
it will be time to turn back

the clocks 1 hour!

All Saints Day
Sunday, November 7, is All Saints Sunday.
We will remember those who have died
since last All Saints Day. The names of
those who have died will be read, the bell
will toll, and a candle will be lit in memory of
each person. Families of the deceased
have been invited to attend worship that day.

In addition, there will be an opportunity for individuals to come
forward to light candles in memory of any loved ones who have
died either during the past year or in previous years. It is an opportunity to remember those saints who bore the faith to us and
to give thanks for their faithfulness and trust in Christ the cornerstone.
Those being remembered this year are:
Rosa Theres

Kimberly Merkel
Elsie Majka

Lillian Derr
Stanley Dengler

Kathryn Youse
Mary Mascheri
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From the Worship & Music Committee

November 2021

Important November Dates
--------------------Sunday, November 7- All Saints Sunday
We light candles in remembrance of the saints gone before us.
Sunday, November 14 - We will celebrate the
Thanksgiving holiday with our
Thanksgiving Observance this day.
Let us remember, and thank the Lord, for all of our blessings.

Sunday, November 21 - Christ the King Sunday
On this final day of the church year
we celebrate the light and joy of
our Lord and King Jesus Christ!
Sunday, November 28 - The First Sunday of Advent
We prepare for the coming
of the Christ child.
Our committee will again be taking orders for
poinsettias to beautify the sanctuary for our Christmas Eve
services. At the time of this writing we have not yet received the
pricing information from the nursery. Stay tuned to Sunday
morning announcements and bulletins for details and order
forms as they become available.
Thank you!

Property Committee Thank You!
THANK YOU to the following individuals who helped to
maintain our property this past season:
- Andrew, Doug, & Matt Dietrich, and Gregg Schappell for helping Martin mow the grass.
- Vicar Jeremiah Heydt for doing the weed whacking
around the church property.
- Andrew Dietrich for moving the pile of ground from
the parking lot across the street.
- Helen Wessner for planting, mulching, and maintaining the flower beds.
Your time and efforts are greatly appreciated!!!
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PRAYER REMEMBERANCE
Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers.
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated.

Michael Berg, Martin Billger, Doris Boehm, Loretta Brown,
Sheldon Brubaker, Allen Button, Jean Cooper, Christine

Danenhower, Jack Franckowiak, Judie Freeman, Barbara
Geisler, Doug Graybill, Bill Green, Tyler Grim, JoLynn

Henninger, Elaine Henry, Wayne Iman, David Kistler, Jean
Krug, Emma Laigale, David Lewis, Joann Lewis, Dennis Miller,

Marilyn Miller, Nichole Miller, Russell Miller, Sharon Miller,
Della Noll, Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach,

Nancy Sanner, Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk, Steven Wasser,
Judy Weisner, Jessica Wessner, Helen Wessner, Jean Wetzel

Please remember our
homebound members with
a card to let them know
you are thinking of them.

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS
Mary Derr

Myrtle Weisner

8 Parker Drive

Berks Heim Room B2-232-2

Kutztown, PA 19530

1011 Berks Road
Leesport, PA 19533
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Upcoming October Events!

November Service Calendar

Turn Back Clocks

Saturday, November, 6
See page 10 for details.

ORDER
HOLY
WOROF
COMSHIP
WORMUNIO
ASSIST
SHIP
N

2021
DATE

SUNDAY

Sunday, November 7
See page 10 for details.

7–
Nov

10:15 am
All Saints
Sunday

ELW

Linda

Yes

Veterans Day - Office Closed

14–
Nov

10:15 am
25
Pentecost

ELW

Sue

Yes

Thanksgiving
Observance

21–
Nov

10:15 am
Christ
the
King
Sunday

ELW

Jeff

Yes

Christ the King Sunday

28–
Nov

10:15 am
1
Advent

ELW

Greg

Yes

Lighting of the
1st Advent Candle

All Saints Day

Wednesday, November 11

LSO Labor of Love Day
Saturday, November 20
See page 7 for details.

Christ the King Sunday
Sunday, November 21

Thanksgiving Day

Thursday, November 25
(Our observance will be held
on Sunday, November 14)

Church Office Closed
Friday, November 26

First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, November 28
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COMMENTS

Malotte’s “Lord’s Prayer”

All Saints Sunday

! Community Event !
Feed the Need Project
Christ Mertz Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dryville will be sponsoring a "Feed the Need" food packing project on Saturday morning, November 13, 2021 starting at 9:30AM. We are hoping to
pack 20,000 meals which will be distributed to local and regional
food banks. We are also looking into shipping the meals to Haiti
to assist in their ongoing earthquake recovery.
We would like to open this opportunity to other congregations in
the East Berks area to participate in this event on November 13,
2021.
If you would like more information or would like to help, please
contact our Christian Education director, Carla Flemming, at carla.flemming64@gmail.com.
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Recipe Of The Month
This month’s feature recipe is another for soup, great for these
cooler temperatures we are now experiencing. It was submitted
by April Osterstock and is one of her favorites, give it a try!

Easy Cream of Crab Soup
Using low-med to med heat, melt and mix in 3 Quart pan:
1/4 cup butter
1/3 cup flour
(called ‘Rue’)

Worship and/or Sunday School
Cancellation Notification

As we prepare for the arrival of winter and colder temperatures which always brings the possibility that on a given Sunday morning we might need to cancel Sunday school and/or
worship, we want to remind you that, in case of icy or snowy
conditions, you should turn to:

www.mtzionkutztown.org/events
www.facebook.com/mtzionkutztown

WFMZ TV Channel 69 Storm Center
Once thickened, add slowly:
1 cup chicken broth
5 cup milk
1/4 tsp pepper
1/2 tsp Old Bay
Add 1 can crab meat, faux crab or fresh crab. (about 12 oz.)
More is ok too.
Add salt to taste
Simmer slowly and stir frequently so that nothing sticks or burns
on the bottom of the pot. (about 30 minutes)
Do not boil!
If desired, add a few drops of Tabasco sauce for a zip or apply
when soup is served.
Enjoy!!!

AND an E-blast will be sent.
If you are not currently receiving our E-blasts but would like
to, send your e-mail information to AOster43@verizon.net.
Reminder - Warm Afghans Available!
As we experience cooler temperatures, we want to remind you
there are afghans available in the wood storage box in the hallway
at the top of the stairs. In an effort to conserve fuel, our thermostats are lowered, so
if you find yourself feeling a chill during Sunday morning worship, go back and get an
afghan and make yourself cozy! Please return it to the box when you leave so it’s
ready for use the next week.

Don’t Forget the Fuel Fund!
I have now exhausted the supply of recipes I had on hand from
members. I NEED YOUR RECIPIES! Do you have favorite that
you’d like to share in our monthly newsletter? Please email it to

me at nighthawk2@dejazzd.com or give a hard copy to me at
church. Thank you!

Sharon C. Billger, Editor
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Help us to be sure that we have the funds necessary to keep our
fuel tank filled and our building warm by using
one of the Special Giving envelopes at the front
of your envelope pack to make an extra contribution to Mt. Zion’s “Fuel Fund”.
Thank you for your consideration of this request!
- Property Committee
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2-Nov

Gladys

Happy
Birthday !

Gruber

November Worship Service Support

3-Nov

Brady

Mengel

4-Nov

Michael

O’Neil

4-Nov

Justin

Billger

5-Nov

Lynn

Case

9-Nov

Jennifer

10-Nov

Dale

Bond

11-Nov

Ralph

Fegley

15-Nov

Haven

Fegely

18-Nov

LeAnn

Kolson

19-Nov

Kellene

Knutsen

20-Nov

Emilee

Barkley

21-Nov

Ryan

Dietrich

22-Nov

Dennis

22-Nov

Stephen

23-Nov

Joann

Lewis

23-Nov

Glenn

O’Neill

23-Nov

Angela

Grym

Bulletins

25-Nov

Elaine

Schumaker

Nov 21

10:15 AM

25-Nov

Monique

Fleck

Acolyte

Sydney Schappell, Elliot Knutsen

28-Nov

Lawrence

Laub

Greeters

Kellene Knutsen, Nancy Miller

28-Nov

Mildred

Steltz

Lector

Kellene Knutsen

28-Nov

Victoria

McAteer

Ushers

None at this time.

28-Nov

Sophie

Stemko

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

29-Nov

Christa

Frederick

Flowers

Lillian Moyer in memory of loved ones.

30-Nov

Barbara

Birnie

Bulletins

30-Nov

Josephine

Kaschak

April Osterstock in Celebration of her granddaughter
Presley’s 5th Birthday.

30-Nov

Ethan

Sanner

Nov 28

10:15 AM

Acolyte

Konnor Weisner

Greeters

Lorrie & Joe Arndt

Lector

Joe Arndt

Sullivan

Miller

Dietrich

Nov 7

10:15 AM

Acolyte

Haven Fegely, Laura Wanamaker

Greeters

Diane & Ed German

Lector

Confirmation Class

Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

Flowers

Note: Individuals celebrating
Birthdays and Anniversaries are
remembered in the intercessory
prayers of the congregation at
Sunday Worship prior to the date
of their birthday or anniversary.

Happy
Anniversary !

11/01/1980
11/03/2001
11/04/2000
11/06/1965
11/12/2016
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Paula & Douglas Dietrich
Bethany & Michael Weber
Sarah & Glenn O’Neill
Diane & Edward German
Kerri & Daniel Brocious

Bulletins

Lillian Moyer in memory of loved ones.

Nov 14

10:15 AM

Acolyte

Sydney Schappell

Greeters

Diane & Doug Gaumer

Lector

Cheryl Franckowiak

Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

Flowers

Eloise Tucker and Jacob Wessner in Loving Memory of
our parents.
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November Worship Service Support Continued
Ushers

None at this time.

Comm. Asst.

None at this time.

Flowers
Bulletins

Sue Stemko in Honor of Christa & Sophie’s Birthdays.

We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in November.

Please consider commemorating a special
event or memory of a loved one with a
donation of flowers or bulletins. Thank you!

Celebrating November Holidays!
Veterans Day
Veterans are brave men and women
Who are still alive today.
We thank them for their service,
And the price they chose to pay.

Each day we live in freedom
And our memory must not fade.
The reason for this freedom
Comes from sacrifices made.
So we celebrate our Veterans
On the eleventh of November.
We thank them for their courage
And pledge always to remember.

Florist Retiring!
We received notice that Trexler Florist, Topton, is closing as of
October 31. Bill Trexler and his sister Wilda are retiring. We
thank them for many years of wonderful service providing beautiful altar flower arrangements to Mt. Zion. We wish them the best
in their well deserved retirement.

You can continue to order and have delivered altar flowers from:

Collene’s Crafts and Flowers
16 N. Whiteoak Street
Kutztown, PA 19530
610-683-9330
In addition, we have two new suppliers of flowers:

Designs by Katie
Katie Moyer
13 Zettlemoyer Road
Lenhartsville, PA 19534
484-256-1952
Farmhouse Flowers
15085 Kutztown Road
Kutztown, PA 19530
610-683-8575
NOTE: For both of the above florists they would like at least
a week’s notice of your order and what you want in your arrangement. Cost will be approximately $50.00.
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- Jessica Hawkins

To our Mt. Zion family veterans, Thank
Allen Button
Blair Free
Edward German Susan Jaynes
Paul Miller
Jack Theres

You for your service:
Douglas Gaumer
Larry Laub
Richard Schmeck

If you are a veteran and your name is not listed, please let
me know so you can be added to the Veterans Day card
mailing list. Sharon Billger 610-682-7038.

On Thanksgiving Day
Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day,
we bow our hearts to You and pray.
We give You thanks for all You’ve done,
especially for the gift of Jesus, Your son.
For beauty in nature, Your glory we see,
for joy and health, friends and family.
For daily provision, Your mercy and care,
these are the blessings You graciously share.
So today we offer this response of praise with a
promise to follow You all of our days.
- Mary Fairchild

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING!
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Amazon Smile Program Reminder !
As the holiday shopping season gets under way, we want to
remind you that Amazon sponsors a program to help nonprofits like us raise additional funds by simply shopping on
Amazon. There is no charge to you or us for this program.
With the major projects happening at Mt. Zion right now, this
is an additional form of income for us. Please consider using
this program if you shop on Amazon at all. Go to https://
smile.amazon.com. When selecting your charity, use Mount
Zion Lutheran Church (no abbreviations). You must page
down quite a bit to locate us in Kutztown, PA. Each time
you shop using Amazon Smile, we receive a donation of one
half of one percent. This does not sound like much, but it
adds up quickly. Donations are direct deposited into our account on a quarterly basis. Please consider this program
whenever you shop on Amazon. And, while you’re at it, why
not spread the word to your family and friends?
Thank you for your consideration!

Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement
God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit
ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and
to serve others.
Guiding Principles
Jesus is Lord and Savior
Seek to be in relationship with God
Ensure that everyone is welcome
Encourage generosity toward others

Live the faith
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