
  

 

 

Mount Zion 

  Glad Tidings 

February 2022 

Groundhog Day - Wednesday, February 2 

Scout Sunday - Sunday, February 6 

SOUPerbowl Sunday - February 13 

Happy Valentine’s Day - Monday, February 14 

Sewing Group - Tuesday, February 15 

Presidents Day - Monday, February 21 
OFFICE CLOSED  

Transfiguration Sunday - February 27 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 
 
 

1343 Long Lane Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday  
9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210 
 
 

Pastoral Care Provider ….………Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
Cell phone   972-839-9363 
Email   jtheydt@gmail.com 

 
         Church Secretary…….……………….Suzy Donchez  
         Church Council President…………...Melissa Keller 
         Church Council Vice President…   Michelle Fegely 
    Church Council Secretary……   Karen Wanamaker 
         Treasurer……………………………..April Osterstock 
         Financial Secretary………………...Andrew Dietrich 
         Minister of Music……………………….Sylvia Keller 
         Church Sexton………………………....Martin Billger 
         Webpage …………………………….April Osterstock 
         Newsletter Editor……………………..Sharon Billger 

 

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com and 
mtzion6210@verizon.net 

Please submit items by the 15th of the month. 

 
Our webpage 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/  
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From The Vicar:  
 

“The light shines in the darkness 

              and the darkness has not overcome it…”   

                                                                                    - John 1:5 
 
We’ve come to a point between Christmas and Lent. It’s called the 
season of Epiphany and all the Sundays in this season give us time to 
unpack the full meaning of the gift we have received at Christmas. I 
like to think of the beginning of the Gospel of John as “the other Nativi-
ty story” because in takes us back to the very beginning when God 
said those very first words, “let there be light,” and what begins in 
mystery, starts to be revealed in signs and wonders until the light 
reaches every human being. 
 
The shining star that led the Magi in search of its origin and to the king 
of the Jews arrive in Bethlehem to find that this shining Light has 
pulled back the veil of our fear and the limits of our understanding 
such that we perceive the living God in our midst, and ourselves 
as God’s children.  
 
The light does not overwhelm or crush the darkness, but it helps us 
to perceive what  we could not see before. We are “born again,” 
baptized into Christ Jesus, and called like those first disciples to follow 
the way of the cross. 
 
It might be tempting to take a deep sigh of relief after the marathon of 
services during Advent and Christmas, but the time after Epiphany 
doesn’t need to signal a “return to normal,” even if these are days of 
“ordinary time.” While most folks have put away their decorations by 
this point, the Sundays actually build on the momentum of Christ-
mas….. the living God in our midst! 
 
What does this new reality mean for our lives, the world, and all those 
in need…all the things we pray for each Sunday? The stories we hear 
during this time are anything but normal. Jesus begins his public minis-
try using the language from Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.” 
 
Let us contemplate how the love of God radiates and reflects in all that 
God has made…..be the “light” unto others in your everyday 
life….SHOUT AMEN !!!! AMEN!!!! 
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A Message from the Council President 

February is the month of Love!  I wanted to share some bible 
verses with you about love. 

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you -    
John 15:12 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,   
it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking,  
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs -                      
1 Corinthians 13:4-5 

Do everything in love - 1 Corinthians 16:14 

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is 
love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them -           
1 John 4:16 

We love because He first loved us - 1 John 4:19 

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the great-
est of these is love - 1 Corinthians 13:13 

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends - John 15:13 

And my favorite: 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believed in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life - John 3:16 

Please join us for Scout Sunday on February 6th where the 
Scouts will share with us their adventures for the past year and 
also February 13th for SOUPer Bowl Sunday.  Please bring your 
donations to vote for your pick to win the SOUPer Bowl.  Canned 
soups and monetary donations will be accepted. 

I know my last newsletter shared that we were going to start 
passing the offering plates and jingle buckets once again.  How-
ever, due to the spike in COVID cases again, we have decided to 
hold off for now.  We will need to continue to love our neighbors 
from afar. 

Great things are happening at Mount Zion!  Hope to see you all 
in church! 

      Yours in faith, 

      Missy Keller  
      Council President 
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Treasurer’s State of the Plate Update – December 2021 

It has been 3 months since we began the new fiscal year at Mt. 
Zion. In this world of much negative news, I want you to hear 
some good news. I am pleased to report that Mt. Zion is in a good 
position financially.  Yes, we will have challenges in the upcoming 
year with the basement repair.  However overall, our future contin-
ues to grow brighter.  We may all need sunglasses soon!!  We 
have accomplished a great deal and I want to share that with you.  
Very few churches can say that today.  

Do you know that we have been able to keep our fuel tanks full for 
the past three years?  Well, we have.  Do you know that we have 
raised all the money needed to complete the repairs on the stone-
work without borrowing one cent?  Well, we have - $100,000.  Do 
you know that we have been able to put money aside for general 
repairs to the church?  Well, we have - over $40,000.  Do you 
know that we are well on the way to save the money needed to 
complete the basement repairs?  Well, we have – over $60,000.   
I expect that we will be able to accomplish any goal for this project 
without borrowing money as well.  

That’s not all the good news.  We have over $16,000 set aside for 
new projects.  We have over $10,000 set aside for maintenance 
and repairs to the stain-glass windows.  Do you remember the 
$50,000 bequeath for Christian Education from Karen Grim-
Bogden over 10 years ago?  Over $48,000 remains in those in-
vestments for use in those programs.  We take 50% of earned 
interest each year and use it for current Christian Ed programs 
and projects.  We began an Endowment Fund which holds over 
$23,000.  Each year we take 50% of any interest earned and use 
one third for building projects, one third for Synod Support and 
one third to a community outreach recipient or program.  Through 
your efforts and generosity, the Organ fund has accumulated over 
$32,000.  Over the past 7 years and since its inception, we have 
donated over $16,000 to outreach programs through the Jingle 
Project.   

All these great achievements are because of you.  However, 
these designated funds cannot be used for the daily operation of 
Mt. Zion.  Your continued weekly contribution is important to cover 
salaries, benefits, insurances, utilities, and other costs incurred to 
keep us going.  Through your commitment to Mt. Zion, your love 
for the continuation of God’s work, and your faith that your dona-
tions are used to further that work, we have realized great things.  
I also see more great things on the horizon.   

(continued next page) 
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For the past few years, despite the shutdown and continued chal-
lenges we face with the pandemic, we have been able to meet all 
financial commitments without issue. As treasurer my efforts 
could not have been easier.  As treasurer, but more importantly 
as your sister in Christ, I could not be prouder of the members of 
this congregation who have remained so focused and dedicated.  
I am humbled by the trust you place in me and the other members 
of the Finance Committee.   

Serving the Lord and you through my time, talents, and treasures, 
      April Osterstock 

 

From the Property Committee 

 Help us to be sure that we have the funds necessary to keep   

 our fuel tank filled and our building   

 warm by using one of the Special     

 Giving envelopes at the front of your  

 envelope pack to make a contribution   

 to Mt. Zion’s  “Fuel Fund”.  

Thank you for your consideration of this request! 
 
 
 

 Our Sexton has refilled all the hand sanitizer containers locat-  

 ed at the entrances  and other locations   

 around the sanctuary.  

 

 

They are available for your use and safety! 
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Local Shared Outreach Update   

Our December focus collection items were:                      

                            Canned Pastas w/Meats  -  58 
Additionally we received:             Hominy    -    2   
          Coffee     -    1                     

                          Monthly total -  61 items 

Our February focus items,  

in conjunction with  

SOUPer Bowl Sunday, are 

Canned Soups and Stews. 
 

SOUPer Bowl Sunday is hosted by our  
Worship & Music Committee, see page 9 for the details. 

 

                   Jingle Project 

We continue with Friend, Inc. Community                
Services, Kutztown, as our Jingle Project recipient   

for the January/February/March quarter.  

The total Jingle monies collected during the October/November/
December quarter for the IM ABLE Foundation was $539.50.  

NEW Project! 
We are excited to announce a new project we have started and will 
run through March: a monetary collection to purchase supplies to 
assemble Disaster Clean-up Buckets for Church World Ser-
vice.  The cost of supplies for one bucket is approximately $75.00.   

We have a list of items needed for each bucket, and 
the list is very specific in the types and sizes of items 
they want, so they all fit inside the bucket.  For this 
reason, we decided to take a monetary collection 
and then purchase the precise items requested to fill 
the buckets.  They will then go to a church in the 
Reading area from where they will be distributed to 
those who need them.  

We have a bright orange 5-gallon bucket on display in the rear of 
the sanctuary for our collection receptacle.  It has a slit in the lid to 
accept your cash donation.  We hope you will support this new pro-
ject over these next months.  Let’s see how many $75 buckets we 
can assemble!  THANK YOU!!! 
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Worship and/or Sunday School  

Cancellation Notification 

During Inclement weather please check                
any of the following:   

www.mtzionkutztown.org/events 

www.facebook.com/mtzionkutztown 

WFMZ TV Channel 69 Storm Center  

and an E-blast will be sent.        

If you are not currently receiving our E-blasts but 
would like to, send your e-mail information to:   

       AOster43@verizon.net.  

 

 

 

 

Reminder - Warm Afghans Available! 

Now that winter is here and we are experiencing colder tempera-
tures, we want to remind you there are afghans available in the 
wood storage box in the hallway at the top of the stairs.  In an 
effort to conserve fuel, our thermostats are lowered, so if you find 
yourself feeling a chill during Sunday morning worship, go back 
and get an afghan and make yourself cozy!  Please return it to 
the box when you leave so it’s ready for use the next week.   
Thank you! 
 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/events
http://www.facebook.com/mtzionkutztown
mailto:AOster43@verizon.net
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Worship & Music Committee News! 

Scout Sunday 

The Boy Scouts of Troop 104 and Cub Scouts of Pack 180 will be 
joining us for worship service on Sunday, February 6, in celebra-
tion of Scout Sunday. They will participate as greeters and lectors.  
We thank them for being willing to serve in this way! 

 

SOUPer Bowl Sunday 

The Worship & Music Committee will again be hosting a SOUPer 
Bowl Sunday collection in conjunction 
with Super Bowl Sunday, February 13. 
There will be containers available to col-
lect your donation of cans of soup. There 
will be a rivalry between the two football 
teams playing in the Super Bowl.  At the 
time of this writing we do not know which 
teams it will be, stay tuned!!!  

Monetary donations will also be accepted.  All donations will go to 
Friend Inc., Kutztown, for their food pantry.  THANK YOU! 

 

Jingle Buckets and Offering Plates 

We had planned for the new year to begin having the children take 
the little Jingle Buckets around the sanctuary, and ushers passing 
the offering plates.  However, as mentioned in Missy’s Council 
President message, due to the uptick in covid numbers it has 
been put on hold for now.  Please continue to use the buckets and 
baskets placed at the doorways until further notice.  Thank you!  

 

Easter Flowers 

The order forms will look a bit different this year.  We will be offer-
ing you a variety of color choices in some of the Easter flowers: 
tulips, hyacinths, and hardy azaleas.   

At the time of this writing we are waiting for pricing from the nurse-
ry.  We hope to begin taking orders on Sunday, February 20.   
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Social Ministry Committee News!!! 

Birthday Bags for Shelter Kids Project Completed! 

Thank you for your donations to our Birthday Bag project.  
Thanks also to Diane Laub, committee member, for submitting a 
Thrivent Action Team plan.  It was approved and we received a 
$250 VISA money card which we used to purchase additional 
items for the bags. 

We were able to fill 31 Birthday Bags for children ages 2 to teens 
with items such as cake mixes, frosting, candles, birthday cards, 
banners, books, toys, puzzles, hygiene items, jewelry, journals, 
notebooks, etc. 

On Friday, January 14, we delivered 15 Birthday Bags to Safe 
Berks and 16 to Opportunity House, both located 
in Reading.  They were very happy to receive the 
bags which will be given to children in their shelter 
programs. 

Again, thank you for supporting this project to 
make birthdays a bit happier for children spending 
it in a shelter.  
 
 

New Sewing Group 

We have scheduled our first sewing session for  

Tuesday, February 15, 10 AM,  

at the home of our Committee Chair, Janice Clemmer.           
We will begin by cutting fabric to make sensory mats             

and will work into the afternoon.        

Bring yourself a bag lunch, or leave if you need to.  

 

 

 

If you have a favorite pair of good fabric shears you            
might want to bring them along. 

If you are interested in being a part of this new ministry group 
contact Janice at 610-683-7901 or bass134@ptd.net. 
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Dear Congregation at Mt. Zion, 

As we continue serving those in need through the pandem-
ic, Friend, Inc. has served 239 families with 659 individuals 
this past December.  199 children received Christmas gifts 
of both clothing and toys thanks to our very generous do-
nors. 

Our families, living in one of the 3 school districts of 
Kutztown, Fleetwood and Brandywine Heights received a 
turkey and a Holiday dinner box for both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, in addition to their regular pantry food.  We had 
extras such as personal care items, coats, hats, mittens, 
socks and blankets for all the families to choose from.  Even 
the family pets were given food!   All of these things were 
possible through donations from many area churches, busi-
nesses, schools, service organizations and individuals. 

New in 2021, as our elderly population has been growing, 
we were able to give them a “senior gift” to provide a little 
Holiday cheer at the end of the year. 

We had a fantastic group of volunteers who worked tireless-
ly to make everything come together.  The generosity of all 
of our volunteers and donors was really noticed as so many 
clients expressed their appreciation for what they received 
this season! 

We are truly thankful for your congregation that collected 
Monthly Donations, Holiday Boxes and 15 Christmas 
gifts for children of our pantry clients.  Your wonderful 
donations went a long way to help local families have a 
great year and Holiday season! 

From the clients, staff and Board of Friend, Inc. Community 
Services, we sincerely thank you and wish you a successful 
2022! 

14 

February 2022 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. 

A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated. 

Donald Allensworth, Michael Berg, Doris Boehm, Loretta Brown, 

Sheldon Brubaker, Allen Button, Jean Cooper, Judie Freeman,  

Barbara Geisler, Tyler Grim, JoLynn Henninger, Elaine Henry, 

Wayne Iman, Jean Krug, Emma Laigale, David Lewis, JoAnn  

Lewis, Dennis Miller, Marilyn Miller, Nichole Miller, Russell   

Miller, Sharon Miller, Della Noll, Steven O’Neil, Tony Quarles, 

Keith Rohrbach, Nancy Sanner, Dolly Selleck, Henry Strunk,    

Steven Wasser, Judy Weisner, Jessica Wessner, Jean Wetzel 

Please remember our                         

homebound members with                                

 a card to let them know you                         

are thinking of them.  

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS  

     Mrs. Mary Derr   Mrs. Jean Higgins 

     8 Parker Drive   1631 Marshall St. SW 

     Kutztown, PA  19530  Allentown, PA  18103 

THANK YOU to all who helped to make our         
Christmas Eve services special… 

- From the Worship & Music Committee and helpers who 
decorated our sanctuary so beautifully, to the Youth Group 
and leaders who decorated our Christmas Tree. 

- From the Altar Guild members who set up for Communion, 
to the congregation members who purchased Poinsettias. 

- From our choir and organist who shared their musical    
talents, to those unnamed who worked behind the scenes. 

All efforts came together for wonderful candlelight services!  
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Upcoming February Events! 

Groundhog Day 
Wednesday, February 2 

 
 
 
 

Scout Sunday 
Sunday, February 6 

See details on page 9. 
 
 
 
 

SOUPer Bowl Sunday 
Sunday, February 13 

See details on page 9. 
 
 
 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Monday, February 14 

 
 
 
 

Sewing Group 
Tuesday, February 15, 10 AM 

See details on page 10. 
 
 
 
 

President’s Day 
Monday, February 21 

OFFICE CLOSED 
 
 
 
 

Transfiguration Sunday 
Sunday, February 27 
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February Service Calendar 

2022 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER OF 
WORSHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 

ASSIST    

HOLY 
COMMUN-

ION 
COMMENTS 

6– 
Feb 

10:15 AM 
5 

Epiphany 
ELW April Yes 

Malotte’s  
Lord’s Prayer 

Scout Sunday  

13– 
Feb 

10:15 AM  
6 

Epiphany 
ELW Greg Yes 

SOUPer Bowl  

Sunday  

20– 
Feb 

10:15 AM  
7 

Epiphany 
ELW Jeff Yes  

27– 
Feb 

10:15 AM  
Transfiguration 

Sunday 
ELW Linda Yes 

Transfiguration 
of Our Lord 

Our prayers and sympathies are with the 
family and friends of Charles “Chuck” Dixon 
who went to be with the Lord on December 
30, 2021.  May the message of the resurrec-
tion and the promise of Christ be of comfort 
for them.  

Chuck was the beloved father of our member Paula Dietrich 
and grandfather of Andrew, Matthew, and Dana. 
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In celebration of Valentine's Day, a hymn about the greatest       
gift of love of all, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.                

The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never.  
I nothing lack if I am his,  
and he is mine forever. 

Where streams of living water flow,  
my ransomed soul he leadeth;  
and where the verdant pastures grow,  
with food celestial feedeth. 

Perverse and foolish, oft I strayed,  
but yet in love he sought me;  
and on his shoulder gently laid,  
and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

In death's dark vale I fear no ill,  
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;  
thy rod and staff my comfort still,  
thy cross before to guide me. 

Thou spreadst a table in my sight;  
thy unction grace bestoweth;  
and oh, what transport of delight  
from thy pure chalice floweth! 

And so through all the length of days,  
thy goodness faileth never;  
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise  
within thy house forever.  

The King of Love My Shepherd Is is an 1868 hymn with lyrics 
written by Henry Baker (1821-1877), based on the Welsh version 
of Psalm 23 and the work of Edmund Prys.  It is sung to four dif-
ferent melodies: Dominus Regit Me, the traditional Irish tune St. 
Columba, "Ich dank' dir schon" by Michael Praetorius, and Rem-
sen, the Welsh original.  Henry Baker's last words were reportedly 
lyrics from this hymn.   In 1997, the hymn was sung at the funeral 
of Diana, Princess of Wales.   
                      -https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_King_of_Love_My_Shepherd_Is 

This hymn is number 502 in our current                                        
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW).  
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Recipe of the Month  

This month’s featured recipe is from Vicar Jeremiah Heydt.  It  

was enjoyed by attendees when he made this soup and brought  

it for activities at Mt. Zion.  Give it a try for a warm-up on a cold  

winter’s evening! 

MACARONI & CHEESE SOUP 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 1/2 cups water 

2 cups frozen mixed vegetables  
                           (a 1 lb. bag) 

1 (7.25 oz.) package macaroni &  
                               cheese mix 

1 tsp. salt 

1/2 tsp. black pepper 

3 cups milk 

2 cups shredded sharp cheddar cheese 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

1.  In a soup pot over medium-high heat, bring water to a  

boil.  Stir in mixed vegetables, macaroni from package (reserving  

cheese packet) salt and pepper. Return to a boil and cook 5  

minutes, stirring occasionally. 

2.  Add remaining ingredients, including cheese packet. Reduce  

heat to low and simmer 8 to 10 minutes, or until slightly thickened 

 and creamy, stirring occasionally. 

NOTE:  If the soup sits for a while, the pasta will absorb the liq-
uid.  If this happens, an additional cup of milk and you should be  

good to go.   Enjoy! 

Do you have a favorite recipe to share? 

To submit your recipe, email it to me at                                   
nighthawk2@dejazzd.com  

or give me a copy at church. 

            - Editor 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sir_Henry_Williams_Baker,_3rd_Baronet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm_23
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Prys
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Columba_(tune)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Columba_(tune)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ich_dank_dir_schon_durch_deinen_Sohn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Praetorius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Funeral_of_Diana,_Princess_of_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Funeral_of_Diana,_Princess_of_Wales
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Happy  Birthday ! 

2-Feb Kristina Theres 

5-Feb Caroline Kohler 

9-Feb Karen Wanamaker 

11-Feb Samantha Doublet 

11-Feb Brent  Rutherford 

12-Feb Pauline Berlin 

14-Feb Naomi Ring 

14-Feb Betty Zettlemoyer 

20-Feb Dennis Bailey 

20-Feb Scott German 

25-Feb David  Lewis 

25-Feb Cyndee Barkley 

26-Feb Michelle Button 

26-Feb Matthew Tamagnone 

26-Feb Saffron Derr 

27-Feb Alexander Kline 

Happy    
Anniversary ! 

Note:   Individuals celebrat-
ing Birthdays and Anniver-
saries are remembered in 
the intercessory prayers of 
the congregation at Sunday 
Worship prior to the date of 
their birthday or anniversary. 

02/13/1954  Faye & Lester Miller 

02/20/1988  Arlene & Michael Gubich 
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Feb 6 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Elliot Knutsen, Konnor Weisner 

Greeters Scouts 

Lector Scouts  

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

Feb 13 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Haven Fegely 

Greeters Faye & Lester Miller 

Lector Confirmation Class  

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

Feb 20 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Sydney Schappell 

Greeters Janice & Kenneth Clemmer 

Lector Debra Fink 

Ushers  None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers  

Bulletins  

Feb  27 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Laura Wanamaker, Sydney Schappell 

Greeters Sue Stemko, Volunteer 

Lector Kellene Knutsen 

Ushers None at this time. 

February Worship Service Support  



21 

February Worship Service Support Continued 

Feb  27 10:15 AM Continued 

Comm. Asst None at this time. 

Flowers Melissa and Bryan Keller in Celebration of Jordan’s 16th     
Birthday. 

Bulletins  

We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in February. 

Please consider commemorating a special event          

or memory of a loved one with a donation of         

flowers or bulletins.    Thank you! 

Mace Michael Price  

Born on December 23, 2021 

10 pounds, 3 ounces,  21 1/4” long 

Proud parents are Emily and Michael Price 

Grandson of Lorrie & Joe Arndt 

Great-Grandson of Nancy Sanner 

& 

Darlene & Mace Arndt 
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In Celebration of More February Holidays 

Groundhog Day - February 2 
In parts of eastern Pennsylvania where Pennsylvania German culture 
still runs strong, Feb. 2 is a red-letter day. That’s the date locals look 
forward to learning if winter will drag on or the region will welcome an 
early spring. 

Forget the National Weather Service, folks in places like Lehigh, 
Berks, Montgomery and Schuylkill counties will be looking to the 
humble grundsau — the Pennsylvania German, or “Pennsylvania 
Dutch,” dialect name for a groundhog — to provide this grand reveal. 

In an agrarian society, foreknowledge of the growing season’s start is 
valuable information. Tradition holds that, if a groundhog emerging 
from its burrow first thing on Feb. 2 sees its shadow, there will be six 
more weeks of winter ahead. The lack of a shadow gives hope that 
spring is just around the corner. 

While the basis behind these weather assumptions is unclear, this 
custom traces back to Europe’s Germanic countries, where it was a 
badger doing the shadow-sightings. There, the February date was 
tied to Candlemas, a Christian feast day celebrating the presentation 
of Jesus at the temple, as related in Luke 2:22-40. This date is also 
midway between the winter solstice and spring equinox. 

Families emigrating to Pennsylvania from Germanic regions of Eu-
rope transplanted this tradition, substituting the groundhog for the old 
country’s badgers. A hibernating species, sleepy groundhogs start 
emerging from their holes in early February, with keen-eyed farmers 
awaiting their verdict on what came to be called Groundhog Day. 

- https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farm_life/family/burrowing-into-groundhog-
lodges/article_7b2bb222-a864-5937-bc22-602a1e574217.html 

Presidents Day - February 21 
Presidents' Day is a federal holiday celebrated on the third Monday in 
February. Originally established in 1885 in recognition of President 
George Washington, the holiday became popularly known as Presi-
dents' Day after it was moved as part of 1971’s Uniform Monday Holi-
day Act, an attempt to create more three-day weekends for the na-
tion’s workers. While several states still have individual holidays hon-
oring the birthdays of Washington, Abraham Lincoln and other fig-
ures, Presidents' Day is now popularly viewed as a day to celebrate 
all U.S. presidents, past and present.  For its part, the federal govern-
ment has held fast to the original incarnation of the holiday as a cele-
bration of the country’s first president. The third Monday in February 
is still listed on official calendars as Washington’s Birthday.   

   - https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/presidents-day#:~:text=Originally%
20established%20in%201885%20in,weekends%20for%20the%20nation's%
20workers. 

(continued next page) 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 

 

Transfiguration Sunday - February 27 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Lutheran Church–
Missouri Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, and the 
North American Lutheran Church observe the Feast of the Transfig-
uration as the last Sunday after the Epiphany, which is the Sunday 
immediately preceding Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent. 

In the New Testament, the Transfiguration of Jesus is an event 
where Jesus is transfigured and becomes radiant in glory upon a 
mountain.                                   - https://en.wikipedia.org 

 "After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them 
up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfig-
ured before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone 
in the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah 
and Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it 
is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters-one for you, one 
for Moses and one for Elijah." (He did not know what to say, they were 
so frightened.) Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice 
came from the cloud: "This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!" Sud-
denly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them 
except Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them 
orders not to tell anyone what they had seen until the Son of Man had 
risen from the dead.."                  
       - Mark 9:2-9  
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