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Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210 
 
 

Vicar ….……………...Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
Cell phone  972-839-9363 
Email   jtheydt@gmail.com 

 
         Church Secretary…….……………….Suzy Donchez  
         Church Council President…………...Melissa Keller 
         Church Council Vice President……Michelle Fegely 
    Church Council Secretary………Karen Wanamaker 
         Treasurer……………………………..April Osterstock 
         Financial Secretary………………....Andrew Dietrich 
         Minister of Music………………….…….Sylvia Keller 
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From The Vicar:    

“What are you doing here Elijah?”  

(1 Kings 19:13) 

August marks a few memorable moments for me. It was August of 
1998 when I heard God’s call (again) to “GO!” My life was taking 
on a new direction in many ways. I left a career with International 
Paper that I thought would see me through retirement. Instead, I 
found Tina and me driving me to The Lutheran Theological Semi-
nary at Philadelphia. On the way, I asked myself, “What are you 
doing?” and once there, again, asked myself, “What are you doing 
here, Jer?” It was a challenge beyond what I could imagine. The 
storm of Seminary. How does one find himself here and in a sea of 
uncertainty. Why? 

In August of 2017, I found myself asking this same question: “What 
are you doing here, Jer?” Only this time, I accepted the call to 
come and be your pastor (if you will). And it all seemed per-
fect….for a while. 

Then came the challenges again: bolster up a congregation bat-
tered by perhaps disappointing shepherds; then a flood. And as 
we’re still reeling from that, finding our way through that, at the 
light of that tunnel, comes a fire.  

It’s now August of 2022. Again, hearing that voice: “What are you 
doing here, Jer?” Only this time I understand “why.”  

“Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the 
Lord….after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, 
he went out and stood  at the mouth of the cave. And then the 
voice said to him, What are you doing here?” 

In the story, Elijah is fleeing from those trying to destroy him. One 
could almost say the same to be true with Mt. Zion Lutheran. But 
as Elijah says, he has been very zealous for the Lord God Al-
mighty.  I learned all those many years ago in “landing” at Semi-
nary, that those on a more righteous path are constantly under at-
tack from the evil one trying to bring down God’s reign. 

We (the people of Mt. Zion; we, the peoples of God) will not be 
moved by wind, water, earthquake or fire. What are WE doing 
here? That’s the question. 

The answer: we will remain a beacon on the hill proclaiming the 
good news of God’s steadfast love, grace, justice, peace and mer-
cy for all. For our work must continue until “at the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow and that every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

That’s what I am doing here!  
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A Message From Our Council President 

It’s hard to believe summer is almost over.  Kids will be going 
back to school in just a few short weeks.  Rally day and the first 
day of Sunday school is scheduled for September 18th.  I’m ex-
pecting the confirmation class to meet in their regular classroom 
with new carpeting and paint.  It will be quite a bit emptier than 
they are used to.  This will give them a chance to put their stamp 
on the room with fresh decorating ideas.  I’m hoping that the 
Sunday School class can meet in the classroom downstairs.  If 
it’s not ready by Rally Day, I’m hoping it will only be a few weeks 
of meeting upstairs in the conference room.  This is all depend-
ent on our contractor’s schedule.  I’m so excited for all of the 
changes happening at Mt. Zion.  It’s not the way we wanted it to 
happen, but it’s happening. 

I’m hopeful that by the time you are reading this article, we are 
having services again in our own sanctuary.  I’m so thankful that 
New Jerusalem shared their worship space with us, but I’m ready 
for us to be back in our own home.  The sanctuary also has a 
fresh coat of paint and a thorough cleaning of every nook and 
cranny.  The drop ceiling has been replaced with new tiles and 
lights.  We’re hopeful that there will be new carpeting upstairs.  
We are almost there! 

It's now been 2 years since the basement flooded.  Our plans to 
get started on the renovations in April/May got sidetracked by the 
fire.  Now that the clean-up from the fire is almost done, we are 
communicating with our contractor to get a new start date.  
We’ve also decided to have the contractor do some additional 
work that wasn’t in our original plan.  The work is made up of 
some bigger jobs that Council felt should be outsourced rather 
than burden the Property Committee.  This will hopefully allow us 
to finish sooner and start using our basement again.  (After 
church Sunday Social anyone?)  The basement is an important 
part of many of our fundraisers.  It will be imperative to start fund-
raising again to help pay for renovations that haven’t been cov-
ered by donations.  If anyone has any fresh new fundraising ide-
as, please let us know! 

It's also time to start thinking about our Annual Congregational 
meeting to be held in October.  Look for more information on this 
in the September newsletter.  However, now is the time to start 
thinking about how you can be of service to the church.  When is 
the last time you volunteered?  We have various committees that  

(continued next page 
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always need help.  Are you interested in serving on the Council?  
Do you have skills to help out the Property Committee?   Can 
you help out with Christian Education?  Can you help the Fund-
raising Committee sell sandwiches?  There are plenty of options 
to serve.  Not sure where your talents can best be put to use?  
No worries.  Try out each committee until you find the one that’s 
right for you. 

Hope to see you all in church! 

      Yours in faith, 

      Missy Keller 
      Council President 

Upcoming August Event! 

Harvest Home 

Sunday, August 28 

See page 9 for details. 
 

 

Looking Ahead to September  

Mark Your Calendar!!! 

Rally Day and the start of Sunday School 

and return to regular worship time 

Sunday, September 18 

Sunday School for all ages at 9 AM 

Worship with Holy Communion at 10:15 AM 
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Local Shared Outreach Update 

For our June focus collection of Mac & Cheese and Dry Pastas 

we collected:          Mac & Cheese - 72 boxes 

Assorted Dry Pastas - 61 

In addition, 78 miscellaneous items were donated for a monthly 

total of 211 items from both churches! 

For the month of August, in preparation for the start of                
the new school year, our focus items are: 

Lunch Box Items 

Jello/Fruit/Pudding/ 

Applesauce Cups 

Cracker Packs 

Raisin Boxes 

Granola Bars, etc. 

 

Jingle Project 

The April/May/June Jingle Project Recipient was 

Spreading Local Love. The total collected over the 

April/May/June quarter was $320.07. 

We continue with One Luv Ministries for the July/August/

September quarter.   This Reading-based organization distrib-

utes toys to children in the Reading area during the holidays. 

Next Meeting 

Our next meeting date is Thursday, August 4, 7 PM. We are 
planning to meet at Mt. Zion. 

You are invited to attend and bring your ideas for how we can 
REACH OUT to God’s people in our communities.  Come join us! 
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Fundraising Committee 

We are still waiting for the information from the Kempton Fair or-
ganization on the amount of money we raised at the Pizza and 
Soft Pretzel Stand.  Hopefully we will have it for next month’s 
newsletter. 

Restoration Progress at Mt. Zion! 

We move closer to returning to worship in our own building.        
A photo of the sanctuary after the scaffolding was removed.  

Photo Credit: Vicar Jeremiah Heydt 

 

Redner’s Save a Tape Program 

 
Hold onto your register receipts from 
any Redner’s Grocery Store until we are 
again back in the building and have a col-
lection container available.  You will need to 
have a Redner’s Loyalty shopping card for the 
receipt to qualify.  We will receive a 1% cash 
back for the total of your receipt.  Thank you! 
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Social Ministry Committee 

Windy Hill Garden Blessing   

We held the Garden Blessing as part of the worship                  
service on Sunday, June 19.   

 
 
 
 
 

In the absence of our     

outdoor worship service,    

it was adapted to             

indoor use.                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vicar Heydt blesses 

the plant represent-

ing the garden, held 

by Committee chair 

Janice Clemmer.  

Our prayers and sympathies are with the family 
and friends of Steve John O’Neil who went to 
be with the Lord on June 19, 2022.  May the 
message of the resurrection and the promise of 
Christ be of comfort for them.  Steve was the 
brother of our member Michael “Mick” O’Neil. 
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 Worship & Music Committee News 

Harvest Home 

Harvest Home will be held on Sunday, August 28.  Please bring 
any items to add to the display in the front of the 
sanctuary.   

While the August focus items for Friend, Inc. are  
Lunch Box Items, any food, paper products, or     
hygiene items are welcome.   

  In addition, any fresh produce from your garden   
  is also welcome. All donated items will go to Friend  
  for their food pantry. 
  

Thank you for sharing the bounty the Lord has provided!  

Celebrate the Festival of Harvest with the first fruits of the crops 
you sow in your field. Celebrate the Festival of Ingathering at the 

end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field.  

      - Exodus 23:16 
 

Vets Food Drive 

This continues to be on hold at this time.  We will an-
nounce details when they are set.  We ask you to keep 
your donations of non-perishable goods at your home 
until that time. 

 

Thank you, 

Worship & Music Committee 
 

 

Attention!!! 

 We are hopeful to be back in our own building the begin-   

 ning of August, however this is not certain.  Once we have   

 a date, we will let you know by every way possible to be  

 sure all congregation members are informed. Stay tuned!!! 
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Area Church 275th Anniversary Event! 

Celebrate with us! 

275th Anniversary of the 

Jerusalem Evangelical 

Union “Red” Church 

15 Red Church Road 

Kempton, PA   

 

August 28, 2022 - 2:30 PM 

Special Worship Service 

Catered lunch will follow the service. 

All reservations are first-come basis and                     

are due by August 18. 

$17.50 per person. 

To reserve please call 610-395-2959. 

Also, 

Commemorative Pottery Crocks for sale $25.00 each. 

Congratulations  
to our brothers and sisters at 

the Red Church on this special milestone!!! 
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Stonework Project Complete! 

I am pleased to share with you that all invoices for the Bell Tow-

er Stonework Project have been paid in full AND without addi-

tional financing.  In addition to the $91,150 paid for the stone-

work, we were able to have the tower painted for an additional 

$4,625.  The work on the stonework and bell tower is now con-

sidered complete and the money market account for this project 

is closed.   

Thank you  all for your generosity and support towards the up-

keep and maintenance of our beautiful church.  April  Osterstock 

Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo  Credit: Vicar Jeremiah Heydt 

 

Rainforest Explorers - Jesus Leads the Way 

Thank you to all the youth and adult volunteers 

of Mt. Zion and Friedens Lutheran Churches 

who staffed this year’s                                      

Vacation Bible School program! 

A report on the program to follow next month! 
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August 2022 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers. 
A card or a note of cheer would be greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

Please remember our  

homebound members with                                

 a card to let them know you  

are thinking of them.  

  

 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS 

   Mrs. Jean Higgins   Mrs. Myrtle Weisner 

   1631 Marshall St. SW  Berks Heim Rm B2-232-2 

   Allentown, PA  18103  1011 Berks Road 

         Leesport, PA  19533    

 

Michael Berg, Doris Boehm, Loretta Brown, Sheldon Bru-
baker, Jean Cooper, Judi Freeman, Doug Gaumer,  

Barbara Geisler, Tyler Grim, Charlie Grym, Elaine Henry, 
Wayne Iman, Emma Laigale, Marlene Mauger,  
Dennis Miller, Nichole Miller, Russell Miller,  

Sharon Miller, Della Noll, Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach, 
Randy Schlegel, Arlene Schmeck, Dolly Selleck,  

Bonnie Solt, Steven Wasser, Judy Weisner, Jessica Wessner 
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Recipe of the Month  

This month’s featured recipe was submitted by Janice Clemmer. 
She included her adaptation for using her own home-canned 

beets.  Another recipe to use some of your garden produce!  
 

Harvard Beets 

Ingredients: 

1/2 C. sugar                

1 t. salt                        

1 T. cornstarch         

1/4 C. vinegar                                        

 1/4 C. water 

 3 C. red beets, canned or cooked 

 2 T. butter      
 
Directions: 

Mix together the dry ingredients.   

Add vinegar and water and stir until smooth.   

Cook 5 minutes. 

Add beets and let stand 30 minutes.    

Before serving heat to boiling point and add the butter. 
 
I alter the recipe as follows:      

I use my home-canned pickled beets (1pint). 

I use the beet juice in place of the water & vinegar (add some wa-

ter & vinegar if not enough liquid) and only add the cornstarch, 

the canning juice already has sugar in it.  

Add the butter and cook until it thickens, add the beets and  

cook until heated and serve. 
 
Do you have a favorite recipe to share with your church family? 

Email it to me at nighthawk2@dejazzd.com                         
or make a copy and give it to me at church. 

    - Editor 
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August Service Calendar 

2022 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER OF 
WORSHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 

ASSIST    

HOLY 
COM-
MUNI
ON 

COMMENTS 

7– 
Aug 

9 am 
9 

Pentecost  
ELW Marcia Yes Malotte’s Lord’s Prayer 

14– 
Aug 

9 am 
10 

Pentecost  
ELW  Sue Yes  

21– 
Aug 

9 am 
11 

Pentecost  
ELW Greg Yes  

28– 
Aug 

9 am 
12 

Pentecost  
ELW Jeff Yes Harvest Home 

Thought for the Day! 

Weekly Forecast: 

- God Reigns! 

- Son Shines! 
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 Community Events! 

Concert Series 

In the Kutztown Park Bandshell 

   Sun 8/7 1-3 PM - Swing Fever Band 

  Kutztown     3-6 PM - The Happy Dutchmen Strolling 

      Day          6-8 PM -  Flamin’ Dick & The Hot Rods 
 
  Thurs 8/11  7-9 PM - KASD Summer Band 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

FREE Community SHRED Event! 

Bring up to 5 file-boxes full of paper-only documents for se-

cure shredding. It’s a drive-thru event -- no need to leave your 
car!  

Let’s fill kids’ backpacks as we clean-out our paper clutter!  

Please consider bringing either a monetary donation in support 
of the Brandywine Heights School District "Backpack Bud-

dies" program, or a donation of one of these needed food items 

(individual serving sizes only):  

- Cracker snack packs   

- Cereal cups   

- Granola or breakfast bars   

- Raisins, pretzels, "Goldfish" crackers, etc.   

- Mac & cheese, spaghetti & meatball microwave meals  

All are welcome! Invite your family and friends! We look for-
ward to seeing you there! 

Event Details: 

Saturday, August 27, 2022  

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

Thrivent Greystone Office  

102 Tomahawk Drive                                 

Kutztown                                                               

Hosted by Greystone Financial Consultants  

 

 

18 

 

1-Aug Rachael Dietrich 

2-Aug Craig Kline 

3-Aug Christine Sushko 

5-Aug Sarah Riegel 

8-Aug Denise Sanner 

8-Aug Joseph Kohler 

10-Aug Darlene Arndt 

10-Aug Christian Sushko 

11-Aug Martin Billger 

12-Aug Sadie Stemko 

13-Aug Mace Arndt 

13-Aug Darlene Kurtz 

14-Aug Justin Klinger 

14-Aug Logan O’Donnell 

16-Aug Daniel Brocious 

17-Aug Jennifer O’Neil 

18-Aug Corey Haverstock 

18-Aug Maggie Fritzinger 

21-Aug Dean  Scott 

21-Aug Darrin Scott 

22-Aug Allen Button 

22-Aug Valerie Rutherford 

23-Aug Alyssa Button 

24-Aug Michele Morstatt 

24-Aug Kayla Schappell 

25-Aug Nancy Sanner 

26-Aug Beverly Gennetti 

28-Aug Linda Pfeifly 

28-Aug Michele O’Donnell 

28-Aug Shawn Losito 

29-Aug Erika Dietrich 

30-Aug Mary Kate Mullin 

31-Aug Gracie Stemko 

31-Aug Lucas Miller  
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08/03/1973 Debra & Ed Jones 

08/051978 Elaine & Paul Zeigler 

08/06/2005 Kellene & John Knutsen 

08/10/2010 Ashley & Bobby Follweiler 

08/21/1976 Bonnie & Dean Scott 

08/23/1980 Fay & Ed Podlesny 

08/23/2014 Christina & Christine Sushko 

08/25/2001 Marcia & William Green 

08/31/2002 Michele & Larry J. O’Donnell 

Note:   Individuals celebrating 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
remembered in the intercessory 
prayers of the congregation at 
Sunday Worship prior to the date 
of their birthday or anniversary. 
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Aug 7 9 AM 

Acolyte Elliot Knutsen 

Greeters Sharon & Martin Billger 

Lector Confirmation Class 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers None at this time. 

Bulletins John & Kellene Knutsen in Celebration of their Wedding 
Anniversary. 

Aug 14 9 AM 

Acolyte Sydney Schappell 

Greeters Nancy Miller, Shirley Burkhart 

Lector Melissa Keller 

Ushers None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers None at this time. 

Bulletins Lillian Moyer In Memory of  her Wedding Anniversary.  

Aug 21 9 AM 

Acolyte Laura Wanamaker 

Greeters Lillian Moyer, Jacob Wessner 

Lector Sharon Billger 

Ushers  None at this time. 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers None at this time. 

Bulletins . 

Aug 28 9 AM 

Acolyte Konnor Weisner 

Greeters Glenn Landon, Doris Boehm 

Lector Marcia Green 

Ushers None at this time. 

August Worship Service Support 
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Aug 28 9 AM 

Comm. Asst. None at this time. 

Flowers None at this time. 

Bulletins 
April Osterstock in Celebration of her granddaughter  
Sophia’s 14th Birthday. 

August Worship Service Support Continued 

Emergency Numbers 
 1. When in sorrow…………………………………...call JOHN 14 
 2. When men fail you……………………………...call PSALM 27 
 3. If you want to be fruitful…………………………..call JOHN 15 
 4. When you have sinned………………………….call PSALM 51 
 5. When you have worry………………..call MATTHEW 6:19-34 
 6. When you are in danger………………………..call PSALM 91 
 7. When God seems far away…………………..call PSALM 139 
 8. When your faith needs stirring…………….call HEBREWS 11 
 9. When you are lonely and fearful……………….call PSALM 23 
10. For Paul’s secret to happiness...call COLLOSSIANS 3:12-17 
11. For understanding Christianity.call 2 CORINTHIANS 5:15-19 
12. When you feel down and out……………..call ROMANS 8:31 
13. When you want peace and rest…...call MATTHEW 11:25-30 
14. When the world seems bigger than God…….call PSALM 90  
15. When you want Christian assurance….call ROMANS 8:1-30 
16. When you leave home for labor/travel……...call PSALM 121 
17. When your prayers grow narrow or selfish….call PSALM 67 
18. If you are depressed…………………………...call PSALM 27 
ALTERNATE NUMBERS: 
19. Dealing with fear……………………………...call PSALM 34:7 
20. For security…………………………………..call PSALM 121:3 
21. For assurance………………………………….call MARK 8:35 
22. For reassurance…………………………   call PSALM 145:18 
NOTE: ALL LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 (24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK) 

PLEASE NOTE:  We will not have flower sponsors until         
we return to our own building.   

If you would like to sponsor bulletins for August 21,         
please inform April (aoster43@gmail.com) and                     
Suzy (mtzion6210@verizon.net).  Thank you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Shirley Burkhart 
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Books of the Bible Puzzle: 

Can you find the 

names of twenty-five 

books of the             

Bible in this              

paragraph? 

 
This is a most remarkable puzzle. Someone found it in 

the seat pocket on a flight from Los Angeles to Honolulu, 

keeping himself occupied for hours. One man from      

Illinois worked in it while fishing from his john boat. Roy 

Clark studied it while playing his banjo. Elaine Victs 

mentioned it in her column once. One woman judges the 

job to be so involving that she brews a cup of tea to help 

calm her nerves. There will be some names that are   

really easy to spot… that is a fact. Some people will 

soon find themselves in a jam, especially since the book 

names are not necessarily capitalized. The truth is, from 

answers we get, we are forced to admit it usually takes a 

minister or a scholar to see some of them at the worst. 

Something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty 

we have. Those able to find all of them will hear great 

lamentations from those who have to be shown. One 

revelation may help, books like Timothy and Samuel 

may occur without their numbers. And punctuation or 

spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will 

help you compete. Remember, there are twenty-five 

books of the Bible lurking somewhere in this paragraph.  

             - Submitted by Diane Laub 

Answers will appear in a future edition of Glad Tidings. 

So get busy and good luck! 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 
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