
  

Mount Zion 

Glad Tidings 

December 2022 

Merry Christmas from Church Council! 

LSO Caroling at the Kettle - Radcliffe’s, Mertztown 
Saturday, December 10, 10 -11 AM 

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 18 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 7 & 10:30 PM 
Saturday, December 24 

Happy Birthday Jesus! 
Merry Christmas! 

Sunday, December 25 
Worship at 10:15 AM - NO Sunday School or Confirmation Class 

Office Closed:  
Friday, December 23 and Friday, December 30 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 

 
1343 Long Lane Road 
Kutztown, PA 19530 

 
Church Office Hours 

Monday through Friday  
9:00 AM—1:00 PM 

Church Office Telephone Number 610-756-6210 
 

Pastoral Care Provider ….………Vicar Jeremiah T. Heydt 
Cell phone   972-839-9363 
Email   jtheydt@gmail.com 

 
         Church Secretary…….……………….Suzy Donchez  
         Church Council President…………...Melissa Keller 
         Church Council Vice President……Michelle Fegely 
    Church Council Secretary………Karen Wanamaker 
         Treasurer……………………………..April Osterstock 
         Financial Secretary……………….........Jean Gaston 
         Minister of Music………………….…….Sylvia Keller 
         Church Sexton………………….……....Martin Billger 
         Webpage ………………………….….April Osterstock 
         Newsletter Editor………………….…..Sharon Billger 

 
 
 
 

Newsletter e-mail: nighthawk2@dejazzd.com and 
mtzion6210@verizon.net 

Please submit items by the 15th of the month. 

Our webpage 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/  
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From The Vicar: 

“But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong”   

      - 1 Corinthians 1:27 

Have you ever contemplated the strangeness of Christmas – God 
coming in a little baby, born in a smelly cattle stall in Bethlehem 
– and then the babe of Bethlehem becoming the man of Calvary? 
That is all very strange! It seems to me that if you miss the 
strangeness of Christmas, you miss it’s meaning. “Jesus came 
revealing not the familiarity of God, but his strangeness.”  
 
The strangeness of Christmas is noted in the humiliation of God. 
The Jews expected their messiah to appear as a king in Jerusa-
lem, wielding his specter all over the world. Therefore, they 
missed God’s coming as a helpless baby born in “Bethlehem, the 
least of the cities in Judah.” When Jesus ascended a cross rather 
than a throne, they were completely turned off. “This can’t be 
the messiah,” they mumbled. They could not accept a messiah 
who chose to rule from a cross rather than a throne. 
 
Christmas is strange in that God uses the weak things to con-
found the mighty. How inconsequential to the vast affairs of the 
Roman Empire seemed the birth of a baby in the little hick town 
of Bethlehem! Yet the Roman Empire has been long gone, the 
Roman legions have marched into oblivion, and the Caesars have 
turned to dust. All that in those days had the headlines in the 
morning papers has proven transient. But what occurred in the 
insignificant Bethlehem, that didn’t even rate the back pages of 
the newspaper when it happened, has proven to be enduring. As 
the apostle Paul had the perception to see, God does use the 
weak things of the world to confound the mighty. 
 
The strangeness of Christmas is noted in the fact that it’s perpet-
ually new! How strange is that, year after year, life is rejuvenat-
ed in this season? No matter how old and jaded the world may 
appear in November, there is that renewal of the spirit of peace 
and goodwill in December. Even after twenty centuries, this cele-
bration of God’s coming in Christ seems as fresh and new as ev-
er. 
 
About some things, we say, “When you’ve seen one, you’ve seen 
them all,” but I’ve never heard anyone say that of Christmas. 
Christmas is not just another repetition of the same celebration. 
Each year, we look forward to it with all the expectance of chil-
dren and with all the freshness of Christmas morning. Amen.  
 
May the peace of Christmas be with you always….Merry Christ-
mas. 
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 A Message from the Council President 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of 

the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round 
about them: and they were sore 
afraid. And the angel said unto 
them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy, which 
shall be to all people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes,  ly-
ing in a manger. And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multi-
tude of the heavenly host praising 

God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, 
good will toward men.   

     - Luke Chapter 2 verses 8-14 

 

Or in other words, “Jesus is the reason for the season.”  While  
November was all about Thanksgiving and giving thanks for all   
we have, I think we can continue to give thanks in December as 
well.  Thanks, that that child was born.  Thanks, that he was given 
to us.  Thanks, that he died for our sins.  Even those heavenly 
hosts praised God and gave Glory to God in the highest.  They 
wished for peace on earth and good will toward men.  Have good 
will towards others and strive for peace.  Please keep this mes-
sage in your heart now and throughout the year.   

The Sunday school along with help from some older youth will be 
presenting their Christmas program on Sunday, December 18th at 
the 10:15 AM service.  We will also be having two services on 
Christmas Eve.  One at 7:00 PM and one at 10:30 PM.  Please 
join us for these services honoring the birth of that special baby 
boy.  May peace be your gift at Christmas and your blessing all 
year through! 

Great things are happening at Mount Zion!  Hope to see you all in 
church! 

      Yours in faith, 
      Missy Keller 
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 From the Worship & Music Committee 

Christmas Eve  

Services Scheduled 
 

7:00 PM 
 & 

10:30 PM 

Candlelight at                                                             
both services 

We hope to see all of you in celebration of Jesus’ birth. 

 

Message From The Stewardship Committee!!! 

 
  The 2023 offering envelopes are here.         

  They will be available in December on a table                         

in the Conference Room.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Please remember to pick them up when you come to          

worship on Sundays to save the cost of mailing, or                

stop in Monday - Friday 9 AM to 11:30 AM, or call and                   

Vicar Jeremiah will deliver them to you.   

 

             Diane German and Diane Gaumer  

            Co-chairs 

Offering 
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First Communion Class Begins 
Sunday, January 8, 2023, 9 AM. 

For any student in 4th, 5th, or 6th grade that hasn’t had First Com-

munion contact Vicar Heydt. 

 
They should be of ages 8, 9, or 10. Instruction 

class will be held at 9 AM, beginning Sunday,   

January 8, 2023.  

Then February 12, March 12, and April 2.  

1st Communion with the families will be on           

Easter Day, April 9, either service. 

To enroll your student contact Vicar Jeremiah by emailing him at 

jtheydt@gmail.com, text, or call him at 972-839-9363, or call the 

office 610-756-6210 as soon as you can so materials for class can 

be ordered. 

—————————————————————————— 

Local Shared Outreach Update 

For our October focus collection of Soups and Stews                  
we collected: 

Soups - 108  Stews - 3 

for a total 111 focus items. 

An additional 6 miscellaneous items were donated for a         
monthly total of 117 items. 

Friend, Inc. was very thankful for the soups and stews, comment-
ing that now they would have some variety for their food pantry 
clients.  At the time they had only tomato soup on their shelves.  

For our December focus items for Friend, Inc.  
we decided to do something new: 

Pet Foods & Treats 

Friend, Inc. does offer                                 
this to their                       

food pantry clients 
who sometimes struggle to 

feed their beloved pets. 

 

mailto:jtheydt@gmail.com
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Local Shared Outreach Update Continue 

Jingle Project 

We continue with Christ’s Church at Lowhill Food 

Pantry as recipient for the October/November/

December quarter.  This pantry, located in New Tripoli, 

serves the residents of the Northwestern School       

District. 

Labor of Love Day Ministry Update! 

“And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
         - Matthew 22:39 

Our Labor of Love Day project held Saturday, November 19, was 
successful with the completion of outdoor tasks at two homes: 
cleanup of rain spouts and gutters, trimming of trees, leaf clean-
up, stacking firewood, and putting up Christmas lights.                    
The following members came out to help: 

Lorrie & Joe Arndt  Martin Billger 

Doug Dietrich   Debbie & Bill Frear 

Vicar Jeremiah Heydt  Greg Schappell 

Andrew & Alex Weisner  

Thank you for giving of your time and efforts to help others do 
tasks they physically were unable to accomplish themselves. 

Thank you to Bill Frear for serving as Project Coordinator, and 
Debbie Frear for providing prestart refreshments. 

We plan to hold this event again in spring, watch for details! 

      Sharon C. Billger 

      LSO Chair 

A Caroling We Will Go! 

Join us as we man the Salvation Army Red Kettle    

on Saturday, December 10, from 10 - 11 AM, at  

Radcliffe’s Great Valu Market, Mertztown. 

      Everyone is welcome!    

            Dress warmly! 

   This is always a fun time! 

Come join us in spreading holiday cheer!!!   
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Worship and/or Sunday School  

Cancellation Notification 

The arrival of winter and colder temperatures always brings the 
possibility that on a given Sunday morning we might need to can-
cel Sunday school and/or worship.  In case of icy or snowy condi-
tions, you should turn to: 

www.mtzionkutztown.org/events 

www.facebook.com/mtzionkutztown 

WFMZ TV Channel 69 Storm Center  

AND an E-blast will be sent. 

If you are not currently receiving our E-blasts but would like to, 
send your e-mail information to AOster43@verizon.net.   

We will do our best to make any decision regarding changes to 
Mt. Zion’s Sunday schedule in a timely fashion. 

From the Christian Ed Committee 

The children and youth of Mt. Zion 
will present their Christmas       

Program on Sunday, December 18,                    
as part of the morning                

worship service. 

 
What a wonderful time it is for them as they share with us          

in word and song their celebration of the birth of our                
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Come, enjoy their special presentation that they have              
been working on so hard. 

Looking forward to seeing you! 

http://www.mtzionkutztown.org/events
http://www.facebook.com/mtzionkutztown
mailto:AOster43@verizon.net
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Fundraising Committee Thank You! 

We thank everyone who ordered from our R&K Sub Sandwich   

Sale last month.  We made a total profit of $412.50,                  

plus we received $13 in donations. 

As always we appreciate your support! 

Watch for future opportunities to support our fundraising         

endeavors in the new year. 

Redner’s Save a Tape Program 

IMPORTANT TIMELY REMINDER!!! 

A reminder that as the end of the 
year is approaching, please turn in 
your Redner’s register tapes.  If not 
turned in in a timely manner,      
Redner’s may not accept them. 

Bring your register receipts from any Redner’s Grocery 
Store. You will need to have a Redner’s Loyalty shop-
ping card for the receipt to qualify.  We will receive a 
1% cash back for the total of your receipt.  Please put 
your receipts in the container on the table below the 

bulletin board in the rear of the sanctuary.   

We ask that you place ONLY Redner’s receipts in the 
container.  Please DO NOT place 
other store’s receipts in the con-

tainer, Redner’s will not accept 
them. 

It’s amazing how quickly the 
amount adds up and this is anoth-
er simple and easy way to add 
funds to our treasury. Thank you! 
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Social Ministry Committee 

                 Angel Tree Thank You! 

We thank everyone who took an angel from the tree.  
Gifts are due back by Sunday, December 4, to be   
delivered to Friend, Inc. on that date. You have helped 
a child have a Happy Christmas by providing them with a gift! 

The generosity of our Mt. Zion members will once again make a 
real difference in the lives of area children this holiday season. 

Mt. Zion’s Garden Of Honor 

After paying for the flags, we had a profit of $320.56 which      
will be donated to Keystone Military Families,              

Shoemakersville.  

Again we thank you for your support of this project! 

Watch for it to return in 2023!!! 

Sewing Group 

Tuesday, December 20, 10 AM, at the Clemmer home.  

 

 

 

 

 

We will continue working on our stuffed animal project!!! 

Bring a bag lunch or leave if you must. 

Membership Form Reminder 

Have you filled out a membership form for each person in 
your family? If you haven’t, we ask you to please do so as 
soon as convenient.  As explained in last month’s newslet-
ter, we want to get our member records up to date. 

Forms have been included in weekly bulletins, in an email, 
and they are available in rear of the sanctuary. 

Please return the forms to April Osterstock.  Thank you! 
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Just for Fun! 

Guess The Christmas Carol! 
 1. The lad is a diminutive percussionist. 

  2. Decorate the entryways. 

  3. Sir Lancelot with laryngitis. 

  4. A B C D E F G H I J K M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 

  5. The smogless bewitching hour arrived. 

  6. Exuberation to this orb. 

  7. 288 Yuletide hours. 

  8. Do you perceive the same longitudinal pressure which   
      stimulates my auditory sense organs. 

  9. Far back in a hay bin. 

10. Obese personification fabricated of compressed mounds  
      of minute crystals. 

11. Leave and do an elevated broadcast. 

12. Listen, the winged heavenly messengers are proclaim-    
      ing tunefully. 

13. Frozen precipitation commence. 

14. We are Kong, Lear and Nat Cole. 

15. Oh, member of the round table with missing areas. 

16. Vehicular homicide was committee on Dad’s mom by a  
      precipitous darling. 

17. Cup-shaped instruments fashioned of a whitish metallic  
      element.  

18. Our fervent hope is that you thoroughly enjoy your  
      yuletide season. 

19. May the Deity bestow an absence of fatigue to mild    
      male humans. 

20. Assemble everyone who believes. 

Submitted by Janice Clemmer. See how many you can      
decipher!  Answers to appear in next month’s Glad Tidings. 
 

14 

 December 2022 

                   PRAYER REMEMBERANCE 

Please remember the following persons in your weekly prayers.                          
A card would also be greatly appreciated. 

Jennifer Biglin, Sharon Billger, Doris Boehm, Sheldon    
Brubaker, Betty Ann Davis, Suzy Donchez, Barbara       

Geisler, Joyce Grant, Tyler Grim, Elaine Henry, Christine 
High, Wayne Iman, Emma Laigale, Susan Landers,       
Marlene Mauger, Harry McGonicle, Dennis Miller,      

Nichole Miller, Russell Miller, Sharon Miller, Della Noll,    
Tony Quarles, Keith Rohrbach, Randy Schlegel, Bobbi 
Searle, Dolly Selleck, Bonnie Solt, Joyce Stein, Jaimee 

Stemko, Sara Vanderklute, Laura Walters, Steven Wasser, 
Debbie Way, Judy Weisner, Debbie Wessner,                 

Jessica Wessner, Henry Willard 
 

Please remember our homebound members with                                
     a card to let them know you are thinking of them.   

This month we are including the names and addresses        
of all our homebound members for those of you who       

wish to send them a Christmas card. 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED MT. ZION VISITATIONS 

     Mrs. Pauline Berlin  Mrs. Jean Higgins 

     55 W. Daniel Road   1631 Marshal St. SW 

     Kutztown, PA  19530  Allentown, PA  18103 

     Mr. Paul Miller   Mrs. Myrtle Weisner 

     Microtel    Berks Heim Rm B2-232-2 

     50 Industrial Way   1011 Berks Road 

     Hamburg, PA  19526  Leesport, PA  19533 
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    Upcoming Community Events! 

Tuesday, December 6 - Theology with a Twist 

Kutztown Tavern - 7 PM 

The Hidden History of Christmas Carols 

Join us to explore the history and traditions behind your favorite 

holiday songs - and whether those songs actually reflect the 

Christmas story we know from scripture.  Rev. Kim Berenotto and 

Marji Hughes lead this month’s discussion and SING-A-LONG.  

Rev. Kim is the pastor of Longswamp UCC in Mertztown, and 

Marji is the Minister of Christian Education at First UCC in 

Hellertown.  Check out Theology with a Twist on Facebook for 

more information. 

————————————————————————— 

Zion’s Red Church 

Christmas Bazaar 

Saturday, December 3, 2022 

9 AM - 2 PM 

Delicious foods - Yummy Baked goods  

Homemade Christmas Cookies 

Tons of Raffle items and a 

Christmas Yard Sale 

 Church located at: 1287 Centre Turnpike 

                 Orwigsburg, PA  17961 

 Telephone number: 570-366-1178 

 

 

Our prayers and sympathies are with the family 
and friends of William Green, Sr. who went to be 
with the Lord on November 9, 2022.  May the 
message of the resurrection and the promise of 
Christ be of comfort for them.  William was the 
beloved father of our member Bill Green. 
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December Service Calendar 

2022 
DATE 

SUNDAY 
ORDER 

OF    
WORSHIP 

WOR-
SHIP 

ASSIST    

HOLY 
COM-

MUNION 
COMMENTS 

4– 
Dec 

10:15 am 
2         

Advent 
ELW Sue Yes Malotte’s “Lord’s Prayer” 

11– 
Dec 

10:15 am 
3         

Advent 
ELW April Yes  

18-
Dec 

10:15 am     
4         

Advent 
ELW April Yes 

Sunday School  
Christmas Program 

24-
Dec 

7 pm  
Christmas 

Eve 
Special Greg Yes 

Christmas Eve 
Early Candlelight Service 

24- 
Dec 

10:30 pm 
Christmas 

Eve 
Special Jeff Yes 

Christmas Eve 
Late Candlelight Service 

25- 
Dec 

10:15 am  
Christmas 

Day 
ELW Marcia Yes Christmas Day                                        
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 Upcoming December Events!!! 

LSO Caroling at the Kettle 
Radcliffe’s, Mertztown 

Saturday, December 10, 10 -11 AM 
See page 7 for details. 

Sunday School Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 18 
See page 8 for details. 

Social Ministry Committee Sewing Group 
at the Clemmer Home 

Tuesday, December 20, 10 AM 
See page 10 for details. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
Friday, December 24 
7 PM and 10:30 PM  

See page 5 for details. 

Happy Birthday Jesus!                                                                            
Merry Christmas!   

Sunday, December 25 

NO Sunday School 
or 

Confirmation Class 

New Year’s Eve 
Saturday, December 31 

NOTE – OFFICE CLOSED: 
Friday, December 23 
Friday, December 30 
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Worship & Music Committee Thank You! 

Thank you to everyone who so generously supported our 6-week long 
Food For Veterans collection!  Not only did we fill both sets of our display 
shelving, we also filled a huge tub to overflowing!!! 

Liz and Doug Graybill, of Veterans Making A Difference, Reading, were 
our guests at worship on Sunday, November 20.  They spoke during the 
announcement time about their Paul R. Gordon Veteran Social Center 
where they serve meals to veterans.  They also have a food pantry for 
the veterans who visit the center.  Doug shared that they just served their 
Thanksgiving meal and gave away food from their pantry.  He explained 
that they had no canned vegetables on the shelves, so this collection 
would go far to restock their pantry.  Liz said that these foods we collect-
ed will go out to area veterans and be very much appreciated by them. 

Thank you to Jeff Wetzel who submitted a Thrivent Action Team request 
and received a $250 VISA card which he and Cindy used to shop for 
items for the food drive. Thank you to everyone who stayed to help pack 
it all up and carry it out to the Graybill’s van.   

Photo above:  Doug Graybill, 
April Osterstock, Vicar Heydt,   
Liz Graybill, Helen Wessner, 
Sharon Billger.   
Committee members missing - 
Sylvia Keller and Marcia Green, 
Committee Chair. 

Photo right: The tub filled to   
                    overflowing. 
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Happy  Birthday ! 
2-Dec     Lester Miller 

2-Dec Jeffrey Wetzel 

4-Dec Allie Bauscher 

4-Dec Kailyn Grym 

7-Dec Cheryl Franckowiak 

7-Dec Nora Jane Langston 

9-Dec Joey Arndt 

13-Dec Kathleen  Sushko 

15-Dec Amy Thompson 

15-Dec Zoie Jones 

17-Dec Sylvia Keller 

18-Dec Donn  Jaynes 

19-Dec Dale Berger 

19-Dec Marissa Berger 

20-Dec Lorraine Arndt 

21-Dec Sharon Billger 

22-Dec Diane German 

23-Dec Gary Wessner 

23-Dec Nadean Cuff 

25-Dec Elliot Knutsen 

28-Dec Tina Herbst 

29-Dec Christina Sushko 

30-Dec Tina Butz 

30-Dec Kerri Brocious 

31-Dec Grayson Losito 

12/18/2000 Susan and Donn Jaynes 

12/23/2002 Michele & Randall Morstatt 

12/25/1996 Joann & David Lewis 

Happy    
Anniversary ! 

Note:   Individuals celebrating 
Birthdays and Anniversaries are 
remembered in the intercessory 
prayers of the congregation at 
Sunday Worship prior to the date 
of their birthday or anniversary. 
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Dec 4 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Jayda Rutherford, Sydney Schappell 

Greeters Arlene & Richard Schmeck 

Lector Confirmation Class 

Ushers Arlene & Richard Schmeck, Volunteers 

Comm. Asst. Melissa Keller, Briahna Batz 

Flowers Helene & Willis Ruth and Pam & Tim Salgado in Honor of      
Autumn’s 8th Birthday. 

Bulletins Helen Wessner in Honor of her daughter Donna’s Birthday. 

Dec 11 10:15 AM 

Acolyte Norah Fegely 

Greeters Debra & Joseph Kohler 

Lector Karen Wanamaker 

Ushers Debra & Joseph Kohler, Volunteers 

Comm. Asst. Diane & Edward German 

Flowers  

Bulletins Cheryl & Jack Franckowiak to the Glory of God. 

Dec 18 10:15  AM 

Acolyte Elliot Knutsen 

Greeters Nancy Miller, Shirley Burkhart 

Lector Lisa Christman 

Ushers  Nancy Miller, Shirley Burkhart, Volunteers 

Comm. Asst. Nancy Miller, Denise Snyder 

Flowers Cindy & Jeff Wetzel in Memory of Ernest Wetzel. 

Bulletins Sharon Billger in Celebration of her 70th Birthday on the 21st. 

Dec 24 7 PM    Christmas Eve Service 

Acolyte Norah Fegely, Haven Fegely 

Greeters Janice & Kenneth Clemmer 

Lector Michelle & Haven Fegely 

Ushers Janice & Kenneth Clemmer, Volunteers 

Comm. Asst. Michelle & Haven Fegely 

December Worship Service Support  
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December Worship Service Support Continued 

Dec 24 7 PM    Christmas Eve Service Continued 

Flowers Poinsettias 

Bulletins  

Dec 24 10:30 PM    Christmas Eve Service 

Acolyte 2 TBD 

Greeters Sharon & Martin Billger 

Lector Sharon Billger 

Ushers Sharon & Martin Billger, Volunteers 

Comm. Asst Sharon & Martin Billger 

Flowers Poinsettias 

Bulletins  

Dec 25 10:15 AM  Christmas Day 

Acolyte TBD 

Greeters Sharon & Martin Billger 

Lector Jane Rumsey 

Ushers Sharon & Martin Billger, Volunteers 

Comm. Asst. Jane Rumsey, Martin Billger 

Flowers  

Bulletins Lisa Christman in Honor of Margaret Frey’s Birthday. 

We are in need of Flowers & Bulletins in December.        

Please consider commemorating a special event or memory     

of a loved one with a donation of flowers or bulletins.     

Thank you! 

Christmas Poinsettia Reminder 

If you ordered poinsettias to    
beautify our church sanctuary on 

Christmas Eve and elected to take your flowers home, 
please remember to take them along when you leave 

Christmas Eve services.              Thank you!      
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Recipe of the Month  

This month’s feature recipe was submitted by Diane Gaumer.  
She made it for a gathering that was attended by some Mt. Zion 
members and it was a hit!  It was suggested that she submit it for 
our Glad Tidings newsletter.  I can confirm that this is a delicious 
dessert, give it a try!     - Editor  

 Pumpkin Gooey Butter Cake 

INGREDIENTS 

Cake: 
1 (18 1/4 oz.) pkg yellow cake mix 

1 egg   8 Tbsp. butter, melted 

Filling: 

1 (8 oz.) pkg cream cheese, softened     1 (15 oz.) can pumpkin 

3 eggs           1 tsp. vanilla 

8 Tbsp. butter, melted                   1 (16 oz.) box powdered sugar 

1 tsp. cinnamon         1 tsp. nutmeg 

DIRECTIONS: 

1. Preheat oven to 350°F.  Combine the cake mix, egg, and but-
ter and mix well with an electric mixer.  Pat the mixture into the 
bottom of a lightly greased 13x9-inch baking pan. 

2. To make filling: In a large bowl, beat the cream cheese and 
pumpkin until smooth. Add the egg, vanilla, and butter and beat 
together. Next, add the powdered sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg and 
mix well. Spread pumpkin mixture over cake batter and bake for 
40 to 50 minutes.  Make sure not to overbake as the center 
should be a little gooey. 

3. Serve with fresh whipped cream. 

Variations: For a Pineapple Gooey Cake: Instead of pumpkin, 
add a drained 20 oz. can of crushed pineapple to the cream 
cheese filling. Proceed as directed above. 

For a Banana Gooey Cake: Prepare cream cheese filling as    
directed, beating in 2 ripe bananas instead of the pumpkin.       
Proceed as directed above. 

For a Peanut Butter Gooey Cake: Use a chocolate cake mix. 
Add 1 cup creamy peanut butter to the cream cheese filling     
instead of the pumpkin.  Proceed as directed above. 
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Mt. Zion Lutheran Church Purpose Statement 

 God’s purpose for our congregation is to commit    
 ourselves to learn and to spread God’s Word and  
 to serve others. 
 

Guiding Principles 

 Jesus is Lord and Savior 

 Seek to be in relationship with God 

 Ensure that everyone is welcome 

 Encourage generosity toward others 

 Live the faith 

 

 

If you need further tax deductions     

          for this year consider a                   

         contribution to Mt. Zion! 

A NOTE OF THANKS! 

I thank my Mt. Zion church family for all the prayers said    
for me.  I appreciate them very much.  I am doing well. 

 
              Ed German 

24 


