
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 

September 14, 2023 7:00 PM at Mt. Zion 

Approved 10/11/2023 

In attendance: Missy Keller (Pres), Karen Wanamaker (Sec), Michelle Fegely (VP), April 

Osterstock (Treas), Dan Batz, Jeremiah Heydt, Greg Schappell, Jean Gaston, Bill Green (left 

early) 

Absent:  Anna Wanamaker (volleyball game) 

Meeting called to order at: 7:01 p.m. 

1. Devotions for 2023:   

a. September: Michelle  

b. October: April 

2. Minutes from Previous Meeting:  

Motion by Dan/Jean to approve the August Minutes. Motion approved.  

3. Correspondence: Request for money from an outside group; no action taken 

4. Vicar’s Report: Sent in email; Picked up and assembled 2 new TV’s and stands (one for 

conference room and one for Sunday School room); the ¼-time pastor at Maxatawny 

resigned;  one of our newly approved members will be welcomed at worship on 

September 24th with an added baptismal renewal; other new members approved last 

month will be welcomed at worship on Oct 1st. 

5. Treasurer’s Reports: Highlights from the August report: 

a. August Notes:  

■ Transferred $7200 from Savings to General Fund to pay balance of fuel 

purchase which totaled $10,498.30.  

■ Paid $1000 for Synod support 

■ Transferred $1000 from savings to cover payroll due to three payrolls 

landing in August 

■ Received $232 from Thrivent Choice 

■ Transferred $320 to our Organ Fund in Thrivent from Organ Fund 

donations 

b. Switching Banks 

■ They are changing requirements for who can make deposits as of Oct 

30th at Santander, and other issues that have come up with them as well.  

April looked into Truist, and they offer better earning on our 

savings/accounts, free checks, and other improved benefits/options for 

us.  



■ Motion by Jean/Greg to move all of our bank accounts (two checking, one 

savings, and one money market) from Santander to Truist. Motion 

approved.  

■ Who should be signatories on the accounts? Council decided that four 

people would be a good number and decided on Jeremiah, Greg, April, 

and Jean.  

c. New Treasurer Discussion 

■ Membership requirement? There is a person interested in doing our 

treasurer job, which is essentially bookkeeping. This person is not a 

member. According to our Constitution, officers (like treasurer) must be 

members. Council asked if it is a bookkeeping service/business, would 

that be acceptable since a business isn't a  member. There was a time 

when a service was doing it, but that was before our current Constitution.  

■ Council discussed updating the Constitution to allow for a bookkeeping 

business. Drafted language: “If a treasurer cannot be obtained through 

the active membership roles, then a bookkeeping service can be used in 

place of the treasurer position if approved by the Church Council.” Missy 

and Karen will wordsmith some options. 

■ April will reach out to Donn Jaynes to see if he is interested in becoming 

treasurer.  

■ Greg will look into bookkeeping services to see what it would cost. 

d. Budget: Council went over the proposed budget for 2023-2024.  

■ Motion by Karen/Greg to approve the proposed budget and send it to the 

Congregation for approval on October 8th. 

  Motion by Jean/Karen to approve the July Treasurer’s Report. Motion approved. 

6. Committee Reports:  

a. Christian Education (all levels) Fegely, Batz, & Vicar / Wanamaker:  

■ Rally Day is September 17th. 

■ CE had a meeting on September 13th to go over names of volunteers, 

dates, etc. for the upcoming year. Michelle updated the Council on the 

meeting. 

b. Evangelism– Not active 

c. Finance Committee – April Osterstock / Greg Schappell: no report 

d. Fundraising Committee- Janice Clemmer (note taker) / Greg Schappell: emailed 

Highlights: R&K Sandwich Sale on Sept. 21st; Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends 

coupons; Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner on Oct. 21st; Christmas Bazaar on Nov. 18th 

e. Local Shared Outreach – Sharon Billger / Jean Gaston: emailed report; Highlights: 

■ Friend Inc. for September: Cereals (hot and cold) 



■ Jingle Project for July-September: Helping Harvest Weekender Program 

■ Fall Shared Abundance Community Meal: Thursday, October 26, 5:30-7 

PM at New Jerusalem Zion UCC. 

■ Speaker from Blessed Beginnings coming Sept 17 

■ Card Ministry Reminder: let Sharon know if someone could use a card 

from the congregation 

f. Mutual Ministry – Dan Batz / Missy Keller: no report 

g. Property – Martin Billger / Greg Schappell: Emailed report; Highlights: Cub Scouts 

will have a Trunk of Treat on October 16th, and Martin is looking into security 

lights 

h. Social Ministry – Janice Clemmer /Jean Gaston: Meeting from July 30th: Working 

on sewing smocks for our Sunday School students to use with crafts; continued 

work with the garden; working on a meal for the needy; preparing for the Honor 

Garden; Looking to help at Topton Home  

■ Karen suggested that maybe Youth Group can work with them at some 

point for Topton Home. It would be a good service outing and would 

showcase the work of social ministry. 

i. Stewardship – Diane German and Diane Gaumer /Missy Keller: no report 

j. Worship and Music – Marcia Green/Bill Green: Next Meeting Oct 3rd 

Motion by April/Michelle to approve committee reports. Motion approved. 

 

7. Old Business  

a. Organ: Finishing wiring now and will soon bring in piping and valves to install 

b. Emergency/Disaster Planning: on hold 

c. Policy reviews: “Child/Youth Protection Guidelines”: Draft emailed for Council to 

review; review on hold until October due to lengthy budget discussions tonight 

d. Security Cameras: Dan reached out to Jim regarding wireless vs wired. Jim’s 

professional opinion was to go with wired due to batteries and wireless signals. 

We can let him know what we are looking for, and he’ll get some pricing. Vicar 

would like to talk to him; Dan will let him know.  

e. Scholarship: review documents next month 

8. New Business  

a. Approval of new members: none 

b. Annual review of membership roster per the constitution C12.07 – need to pull 

the most current ones; will be done via email 



c. Thank you to Jean for her service as a Council Member. She has completed her 3-

year term. Jean will continue her work as Financial Secretary. 

d. Disposition of historical information: April shared that she found a historical 

document in preparing for the building anniversary. It is an agreement between 

the original Lutheran and UCC congregations to form the Union church. We need 

to determine what options we want to pursue for preserving or digitizing these 

historical documents, possibly with Kutztown Historical Society or Kutztown 

University’s Archive. Will discuss more at a future meeting. 

e. Council as greeters and ushers: 

■ Oct 8: Michelle, April, Greg, Karen, Missy 

■ Nov 12: TBD 

f. Annual Congregational Meeting: October 8th 

g. Date of next Council meeting: October 12th 

reorganization meeting: welcome new member(s); elect new officers; update 

roster with contact information; task assignments for new year; installation of 

new officers and Council at Oct 15th Service 

9. Motion for Adjournment by Greg/Karen. Motion approved. Adjourned at 8:52 p.m. 

10. Closing Prayer 

Submitted by Karen Wanamaker, Council Secretary 


